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States

Racist vandalism hoax: A former psy-
chology professor at Claremont McKen-
na College in California was sentenced
Wednesday to a year in state prison for
spraying her car with racist and anti-Semit-
ic slurs and claiming that unknown vandals
had done it. Kerri Dunn, 40, of Redlands
had faced up to three years’ imprisonment.

“Professor Dunn ... will be appealing this
matter,” he said.

She was arrested after two witnesses told
police they saw Dunn vandalize her vehicle
and after investigators found inconsisten-
cies in her statements.

Ajury convicted her Aug. 18 of two felony
counts of attempted insurance fraud and
one count of filing a false police report.

Colo. wildfire sentence: A Denver ap-
peals court on Thursday threw out a 12-year
state prison sentence given to former forest-
ry worker Terry Lynn Barton for starting
the largest wildfire in Colorado history, say-
ing the judge gave her too long a term.

The Colorado Court of Appeals also said
state District Judge Edward Colt, who pre-
sided over Barton’s case, had at least “the
appearance of prejudice” because smoke
from the wildfire forced him to leave his
own home for a night.

The court ordered a new sentencing hear-
ing before a new judge.

Barton pleaded guilty to state arson charg-
es for setting 2002 fire that eventually black-
ened 138,000 acres, destroyed 300 buildings
and caused property damage in excess of
$29 million.

R.I. nightclub fire: More than half of the
177 clubs in Rhode Island must install sprin-
klers under the new fire safety code passed
in the aftermath of the deadly Station night-
club fire.

A new statewide survey compiled by the
state fire marshal’s office says 95 clubs
don’t meet the new sprinkler requirement,
and S5 of those clubs also lack a newly re-
quired alarm system that automatically noti-
fies the local fire department when the
alarm sounds.

The fire marshals study, released
Wednesday by the governor’s office, found
that 69 clubs already meet both the sprin-
kler and alarm requirements.

Robert Blake case: The judge in Robert
Blake'’s Los Angeles murder case Wednes-
day reversed herself
and decided to allow
parts of recorded jail-
house conversations to
be used at the trial, in-
cluding one in which
Blake referred to the
family of his slain wife
as “monsters.”

Superior Court
Darlene
Schempp also permit-
ted use of a segment of
a February 2003 jail-
house interview
former “Baretta” television star gave jour-
nalist Barbara Walters.

Last week, Schempp had barred the prose-
cution from using the material but agreed to
listen to the recordings and reconsider.

Blake

Doctor drug-trafficking case: A pain-man-
agement doctor who frequently prescribed
high doses of opiates to patients across the
country was convicted Wednesday in Alex-
andria, Va., of drug trafficking in the fatal
overdose of one patient.

A federal jury also convicted William E.
Hurwitz, 59, of conspiracy and drug distri-
bution charges while acquitting him of some
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as mayor of

wona

on Sunday, defeating Prime Minister Adrian Nastase. He will be sworn in next week.

other counts. Jurors remained undecided
on still more charges and was to resume de-
liberations Thursday.

Three of 50 counts on which Hurwitz was
found guilty — distributing drugs resulting
in one fatal and two nonfatal overdoses —
carry sentences of 20 years to life in prison,
said Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark Lytle.

Hurwitz frequently prescribed 100 tab-
lets or more of OxyContin tablets for his pa-
tients as they developed tolerance to lesser
doses. Court testimony indicated at least
one patient received a prescription for 1,600
pills a day.

World

Stolen paintings: One of two paintings by
Edvard Munch stolen from an Oslo, Nor-
way, museum earlier this year was serious-
ly damaged, a newspaper reported Thurs-
day.

Citing what it called multiple indepen-
dent sources familiar with the art world, as
well as criminal sources, newspaper Ver-
dens Gang reported that the “Maddona,”
had been ruined.

In August, three masked robbers, includ-
ing at least one with a pistol, took “The
and “Madonna” from Oslo’s
Munch Museum and fled in a stolen car.

The robbery shook the art world and left
it to ponder how it protects priceless paint-
ings and other works of art.

Police Inspector Iver Stensrud told the
NTB news agency that investigators were
aware of the rumors.

Bali bombing trial: A jailed Af-
ghan-trained militant told a court Thursday
in Jakarta, Indonesia, that cleric Abu Bakar
Bashir became the leader of the Jemaah Is-
lamiyah terror network in 2000, but that he
never heard Bashir talk about terrorism.

“[ got a telephone call in 2000 that Abu
Bakar Bashir was the new amir (leader) of
Jemaah Islamiyah,” said Imron Baihaki,
who claims that he was in southern Philip-
pines at that time. He said he got the call
from a Jemaah Islamiyah operative.

It was doubtful that the statement would
be strong enough to support prosecutors’
charge that Bashir — as leader of the
al-Qaida affiliate — inspired his followers to

launch the Oct. 12, 2002, Bali bombings that
killed 202 people and last year’s attack on
e JW. Marriott hotel in Jakarta, that
killed 12.
If convicted, Bashir could be sentenced to
death.

Afghan child soldiers: Nearly half of Af-
ghanistan’s estimated 8,000 child soldiers
have been demobilized and are going
through educational programs and vocation-
al training aimed at preparing them to re-
join society, the U.N. Children’s Fund said
Thursday.

The year-old program has targeted 15
northern, northeastern and central provinc-
es. UNICEF said it now hopes to expand
into the south, southwest and southeast —
the most dangerous parts of a country that
is still fighting Taliban and al-Qaida insur-
gents three years after the collapse of the
Taliban’s hardline regime.

So far, 3,998 boys, mostly ages 14-17, have
been demobilized.

Bobby Fischer residency: Iceland has ap-
proved a residency permit for Bobby Fis-
cher, embassy officials said Thursday, but
the former chess champion faces hurdles in
traveling there be-
cause he remains in
Japanese custody and
lacks a valid passport.

Fischer is wanted in
the United States on
charges of violating in-
ternational  sanctions
against  Yugoslavia,
and has been detained
since July 13 in Tokyo
where he has been
fighting a deportation
order to the United

Fischer

States.

It was not immediately clear if he would
be able to travel to Icelan

Fischer soared to fame when he defeated
Boris Spassky of the Soviet Union in a series
of games in Reykjavik, Iceland, in 1972.

Fischer is accused of violating the sanc-
tions when he played a rematch in Yugosla-
via in 1992 against longtime rival Spassky.

He won and took home $3.5 million in
prize money.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Saddam has session with a lawyer

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Former dictator
Saddam Hussein met with a law-
yer Thursday for the first time
since his capture a year ago, offi-
cials said. Insurgents, meanwhile,
killed a government official in
Baghdad.

Saddam’s meeting in his cell
with a member of his legal team
came as the Iraqi government is
gearing up to begin the trials of
some of Saddam’s top deputies
next week, ahead of the country’s
elections in January.

Saddam and the lawyer, an
Traqi, met for four hours at the un-
disclosed location where the oust-
ed leader is being detained, said
Ziad al-Khasawneh, head of the
legal team hired by Saddam’s
wife.

“He was in good health and his
morale was high and very
strong,” al-Khasawneh said,
speaking in Jordan. “He looked
much better that his earlier pub-
lic appearance when he ar-
raigned a few months ago.”

Al-Khasawneh would not identi-
fy the lawyer.

Interim Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi announced on Tuesday
that war crimes trials against
Iraq’s former Baath Party leaders
will begin next week. Saddam
won't be among those to appear in
court, officials said.

Meanwhile, militants contin-
ued their campaign to derail the

U.S. Marines in the back of a Humvee on Thursday join a patrol searching a partially-occupied residential

neighborhood in Ramadi, Iraq. Iraqi

vote by mounting a series of at-
tacks in Baghdad and elsewhere.

Unidentified gunmen shot and
killed Qassim Mehawi, deputy
head of the Communications Min-
istry, as he was heading to work,
police said. Eight of Mehawi’s
bodyguards were injured and hos-
pitalized.

In western Baghdad, a roadside
bomb exploded near a passing

SUV, badly damaging the vehicle,
police said. After the blast, gun-
men opened up on the survivors
with automatic fire, killing a for-
eigner and wounding two others,
Al'Khadra police commissioner
Ali Hussein Al-Hamadani said.

There was no immediate infor-
‘mation on their nationality.

In Ramadi, Iraqi militants told
journalists they shot dead an Ital-

ants in Ramadi say they shot and killed an Italian ci

ian citizen after he tried to break
through a highway guerrilla road-
block, purportedly Killing one gun-
‘man in the process.

An Italian passport and Leba-
nese residency permit the gun-
men displayed identified the man
as Salvatore Santoro. A document
from the TItalian Embassy in
Beirut seeking an Iraqi visa for
the man called him an aid worker
helping Iraqi children.

Iraqi police
officers
celebrate
Thursday
aftera
graduation
ceremony
marking the
end of an
eight-week
course at the
Jordan
International
P

Muwaqgar,
Jordan,
AP

Iraqi police recruits
end Jordan training

The Associated Press

MUWAQQAR, Jordan — A
batch of 1,431 Iraqi police recruits
ended six weeks of training in Jor-
dan on Thursday, part of a
U.S.-funded effort to rebuild securi-
ty forces in the violence-ravaged
country.

The graduates, wearing navy
blue uniforms and baseball caps,
stood in attention as a Jordanian po-
lice band played the Iraqi national
anthem at a ceremony at the Jor-
dan International Police Training
Center in Muwaqqar, 22 miles east
of Amman.

Thursday’s graduates were the
11th batch, and the largest, since
training began in November 2003.

Traqi police have become fre-
quent targets of insurgents fighting
the U.S.-led multinational force in
Iraq and the American-backed gov-
ernment in Baghdad. Hundreds
have been killed in attacks on po-
lice stations, recruitment centers
and convoys in an attempt to scare
Iragis away from joining the new
police force and undermine the
new government’s efforts to re-
store security.

Under the agreement, nearly
32,000 Iraqi police recruits will be
trained in Jordan over two years.
So far, more that 8,000 Iraqi police
have ended their training and re-
turned home.

U.S. deaths
inIraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,303 members of .S.
military have died since the
beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count. At
least 1,019 died as a result of
hostile action, the Defense De-
partment said.

The figures include three
military civilians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at
10 a.m. Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths. Italy has re-
ported 19; Poland, 13; Spain,
11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Esto-
nia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each. Denmark, E1
Salvador, Hungary and
Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,165 U.S.
military members have died,
according to AP’s count. That
includes at least 910 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

B A Marine was killed Tues-
day in Anbar province.

W A soldier died Tuesday
from gunshot wounds sus-
tained during a convoy mis-
sion south of Baghdad.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

M Marine Cpl. Michael D.
Anderson, 21, Modesto,
Calif; killed Tuesday in
Anbar province, Iraq; as-
signed to 3rd Battalion, Sth
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expedition-
ary Force, Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Marine Lance Cpl.
Jushua W. Dickinson, 25, of
New Port Richey, Fla.; killed
Sunday in Anbar province,
Iraq; assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Ex-
peditionary Force, Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,

Calif.

W Army Sgt. Tina S. Time,
22, Tucson, Ariz; died Mon-
day ina vehicle accident near
Cedar, Iraq; assigned to the
Army Reserve’s 208th Trans-
portation Company, Tucson,
Ariz.

Alleged bin Laden tape praises attack on U.S. consulate

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — A man identified as
Osama bin Laden, speaking on an audio-
tape posted on an Islamic Web site Thurs-
day, praised an attack earlier this month
on a U.S. consulate in Saudi Arabia and
criticized the Saudi regime as weak and
controlled by the United States.

The voice sounded like the al-Qaida ter-
ror chief’s, and the tape, which was more
than an hour, was posted on a site known
as a clearinghouse for militant Islamic

comment. The identity of the voice, howev-
confi

Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, killing five
American h

recording of the sounds of the consulate at-
tack

er, could not be i rmed.

The tape appeared the same day another
dissident had called for anti-monarchy pro-
tests in the kingdom.

n Washington, Secretary of State Colin
Powell said U.S. intelligence officials were
analyzing the purported bin Laden tape,
but “it appears to be” the voice of the
al-Qaida leader.

The tape’s reference to the Dec. 6 attack
— in which five militants shot their way
into the compound of the U.S. Consulate in

d that it
was made recently. Four of the attackers
were killed and one was wounded in the
consulate attack.

“God bless our brothers who stormed
the American Consulate in Jiddah,” the
speaker said. “Those who were killed of
our brothers, we ask God to accept them as
martyrs.” The attack was claimed at the
time by al-Qaida’s branch in the kingdom.

Also Thursday on the same Web site, an
audiotape surfaced that was purportedly a

via the attackers’ mobile
phones. Sirens, machine gun fire and
shouts of “God is Great!” can be heard. At
the end, a man recites Quranic verses and
then says: “Humiliation for America the in-
fidel and its allies!”

The speaker in the purported bin Laden
tape, speaking in calm and even tones, ac-
cused Saudi rulers of “violating God’s
rules,” a common theme of bin Laden, who
accuses Saudi rulers of being insufficiently
Islamic and too close to the “infidel” Unit-
ed States.
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Brigade earns CIB in only few weeks in Iraq

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
Stars and Stripes

CAMP VICTORY, Iraq — The van-
guard of the third wave of U.S. service-
members in Iraq is already being tested
under fire. Now they have the decorations
to prove it.

Wednesday night, less than six weeks
after crossing from Kuwait into Iraq,
some 370 members of the 256th Brigade
Combat Team were awarded the Combat
Infantryman Badge, which only infantry
soldiers coming under enemy fire can
earn. The National Guard unit, which in-
cludes infantry battalions from Louisiana
and New York, is the first part of Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom III, the latest rotation
of troops to Iraq.

Around 30 medics from the Tiger Bri-
gade, as the 256th is known, were also pre-
sented with the Combat Medical Badge at
the ceremony, held in the unit’s Tiger Den
dining facility.

“Even though Tiger Brigade has only
been in country and on the job for five or
six weeks,” said 256th commander Brig.
Gen. John Basilica Jr., “the enemy did not
wait to greet us.”

For some, the wait was shorter than for
others.

Spc. Jude Darby, 19, of Lafayette, La.,
ssaw action on his second day in country.

k& The enemy did not wait to greet us.y¥

Brig. Gen. John Basilica Jr.
Commander, 256th Brigade Combat Team

“Basically, they shot at us, and we shot
back,” said the Company A, 2nd Battalion,
156th Infantry Regiment soldier. “It was
our first time patrolling the area.”

It surprised him that he was firing at in-
surgents so early into the deployment, he
said. But since then, his unit has had some
sort of enemy contact about every other
day, he said.

For Staff Sgt. Paul Hiestand, of Compa-
ny B, 3rd Battalion, 156th Infantry, first
contact came about two weeks after arriv-
ing in Iraq. He was on a gunslinger mis-
sion when insurgent mortars rained down
on his patrol from close range.

A few days later, insurgents attacked
his six-man team with rocket-propelled
grenades and small-arms fire. Hiestand

and the other soldiers returned fire, even-
tually taking prisoners to the brigade de-
tention facility.

But, Hiestand pointed out, only five of
the six soldiers earned the CIB. The sixth
soldier is an artilleryman who was work-
ing with the infantry soldiers. Because the
regulations for the CIB specifically state
the badge can be earned only by an infan-
tryman, as defined by job title, the arti
leryman, who was in combat with the in-
fantry soldiers, does not qualify for the
award.

In recent months, with tens of thou-
sands of U.S. troops holding various job ti-
tles pressed to serve infantry-type roles,
many have questioned whether the award
should be broadened.

“Personally, I think he should get the
CIB, too,” Hiestand said after receiving
his hadge ‘When the ceremony ended, Hie-
stand and other members of the patml pre-
sented their CIBs to the artilleryman, a
comrade in arms from the second inci-
dent.

Broadening the CIB would not be with-
out precedent.

At Wednesday’s ceremony, it was noted
that the Combat Medical Badge, estab-
lished in 1945, was expanded in 1991 to
medics assigned to ground soldiers other
than just to infantry medics.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

Anaconda stadium named in honor of fallen airman

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

Member of 603rd Air Control Squadron Killed in April mortar attack

“We’re more or less right along
with them,” she said. “We're at

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, Iraq — In a brief,
moving ceremony Wednesday,
the outdoor stadium at LSA Ana-
conda was named in honor of an
airman killed at the base in April.

Holt Memorial Stadium will
honor the memory of Airman 1st
Class Antoine J. Holt, 20, a hum-
ble, athletic Georgian, who died
when a mortar round struck his
tent on the morning of April 10.

“It is only fitting that this stadi-
um, where servicemembers train
will bear his name,” said Brig.
Gen. Yves J. Fontaine, command-
er of the 1st Corps Support Com-
mand. “I am proud to honor him
today.”

With that, aboul 200 mlhlary
members, airmen,

watched as a plaque was unveiled
that says the stadium is dedicated
to Holt and “all fallen airmen of
Balad Air Base, Operation Iragi
Freedom.

Holt’s dealh would have been
unusual in past wars and combat
operations. A member of the
603rd Air Control Squadron at
Aviano Air Base, Italy, he normal-
ly would have been miles away
from the fight.

That has been the traditional
Air Force task, providing the air
power from a distant base. The
only casualties were the pilots or
crewmen who flew aircraft into
battle.

But this is a different war. Holt
is one of nine airmen to die in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. Another

119 airmen have been wounded.
Those are small numbers com-
pared to Army and Marine losses,
but substantial when considering
the Air Force has a fraction of the
troops in the area compared to
the other branches.

This war may change the way
the Air Force is viewed, said sev-
eral airmen who attended the ser-
vice.

“The perception always was,
we send the pilots forward and ev-
erybody else stays back,” said Se-
nior Master Sgt. Virgil Horsley of
the 606th Air Control Squadron at
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germa-
ny.

About 2,500 airmen live at
Balad Air Base, which is connect-
ed to LSA Anaconda. They pro-

vide convoy security, go on pa-
trols and share many of the dan-
gers usually reserved for soldiers
and Marines. About that many
again are based in other places in
Iraq doing jobs that put them in
danger on a daily basis.

“T think it’s giving other servic-
es more of an understanding,”
Horsley said. “Talking to some of
the Army folks, they’re starting to
see us in a different light.”

Serving alongside the other
branches in the combat zone, said
1st Lt. Barry Veen of the 240th
Civil Engineer Flight, emphasiz-
es the unity of purpose and re-
solve.

Senior Airman Kyla Cavota of
the 332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing said this operation is put-
ting Air Force members at risk
just as it does other services.

the front now.”

Placing Holt’s name on a stadi-
um where the prevailing service
is Army is one way to measure
the changing perception.

“[He] was outstanding, as a per-
son and an airman,” Holt’s com-
mander at the time of his death,
Lt. Col. Kristen Dolan, wrote in
an e-mail response. “What im-
presses me most about him is the
way he took care of others. He in-
stinctively put his squadron
mates ahead of himself.”

She wrote: “The entire unit felt
Antoine’s loss very deeply. It was
a privilege to serve with him, and
1 appreciate the fact that the lead-
ership there has chosen to honor
him.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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U.S. warns of possible attacks in Kuwait

Intelligence indicates terrorists groups are developing plans against unspecified targets

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — The U.S. Embassy on Wednesday
warned Americans living in Kuwait of possible terror at-
tacks against them and asked them to exercise caution and
report any suspicious activity to the police or the embassy.

In a message e-mailed to American citizens, the embas-
sy said “it has credible information that terrorist groups
are developing near-term plans for attacks against unspec-
ified targets in Kuwait.”

The embassy asked the 13,000 Americans registered
with it to “exercise caution, maintain a low profile and
avoid areas where Westerners are known to congregate.”

It also told them to immediately report any suspicious
activity to the Kuwaiti police or the embassy.

Kuwait has been a major ally of Washington since a
U.S.-led coalition fought the 1991 Persian Gulf War that
liberated it from a seven-month Iraqi occupation.

The small oil-rich state that depends on the United
States for protection was the launch pad for the war that
toppled Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein about two years
ago.

However, some fundamentalist militants have attacked
American military personnel in recent years, killing one

Marine and an American civilian contracted to the mili-
tary.

Prior to the U.S. military personnel statistics for Kuwait
being folded into Operation Iraqi Freedom data, Kuwait
was host to just under 3,100 servicemembers.

The Army component of U.S. Central Command, U.S.
Army Forces Central Command, maintains a forward pres-
ence in the region.

The embassy message makes no reference to U.S. mili-
tary personnel there.

Stripes editor Pat Dickson contributed to this report from Washington.

Honoring Tillman

MIKE THEILER/Courtesy of the United Service Organizations

Comedian and actor Robin Williams, second from left, takes part in a
groundbreaking ceremony for a USO center named in honor of Pat
Tillman on Thursday at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan. Next to
Williams, from left, are NFL Hall of Famer John Elway, model Leeann
Tweeden, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Richard B. Myers and
USO President and CEO Ned Powell. The USO center will honor
Tillman, the former Arizona Cardinals safety who left the NFL to join
the Army Rangers and was killed in Afghanistan.

Model Leeann Tweeden, throws a football into the crowd of troops
gathered at the main U.S. base at Bagram, north of Kabul, Afghani-
stan, on Thursday. Tweeden joined Williams, Elway and Myers to bring
a little holiday cheer to U.S. forces.

Rumsfeld to begin personally
signing all condolence letters

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

'WASHINGTON — Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld will
begin personally signing condo-
lence letters sent to families of
troops killed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, after receiving criticism
over his use of mechanical signa-
tures.

In a statement provided to
Stars and Stripes on Thursday,
Rumsfeld tacitly admitted that in
the past he has not personally
signed the letters, but said he was
responsible for writing and ap-
proving each of the 1,000-plus
messages sent to the fallen sol-
diers’ families.

“I have directed that in the fu-
ture I sign each letter,” he said in
the statement.

“I am deeply grateful for the
many letters 1 have received
from the families of those who
have been killed in the service of
our country, and I recognize and
honor their personal loss.”

In a separate statement, Penta-
gon spokesman Larry Di Rita
said, “In the interest of ensuring
timely contact with grieving fami-
h -

letters was private.

But several families of troops
killed overseas said they were
sure the notes they received had
not been signed by hand, and said
they were angry that Rumsfeld

. was not pay-
ing attention
to their loss.

“To me it's
an insult, not
only as some-
one who lost
a loved one
but also as
someone
who served
Rumsfeld ~ in Iraq”

Spe.
Ivan Medina

told Stripes.

“This doesn’t show our families
the respect they deserve,” said
Medina, a New York resident
whose twin brother, Irving, was
killed in a roadside bombing in
Iraq this summer.

Illinois resident Bette Sullivan,
whose son John was killed in No-
'vember 2003 while working as an
Army mechanic in Iraq, was in-
censed when she, her son’s wife
and her grandchildren received
the exact same condolence letter

e-mail response to Stripes. “I can
understand the use of stamped
signatures for his brothers’ me-
mentos, but for those of his wife
and children and mother? No, no,
no.”

Retired Army Col. David Hack-
worth, an author and frequent
critic of the Department of De-
fense, publicly criticized Rums-
feld in a syndicated column earli-
er this month for not reviewing
each KIA letter personally.

He called the fake signatures
“like having it signed by a mon-

v

“Using those machines is pret-
ty common, but it shouldn’t be in
cases of those who have died in ac-
tion,” he said. “How can [DOD of-
ficials] feel the emotional impact
of that loss if they’re not even look-
ing at the letters?”

Hackworth said he objected to
using the stamped signatures for
promotion and commendation let-
ters as well, but said not personal-
ly handling the condolence letters
is a much more serious offense.

Family members had ex-
pressed similar concerns to
Stripes about President Bush’s
signature on his condolence let-
ters, but Allen Abney, spokesman
for the president, said that Bush
does personally sign the letters
sent from the White House.

ly he has not i with the stamped sig-
ly signed each letter.” nature.

Department of Defense offi- “If each family receives two
cials for the past few weeks had  copies, how many si does

said only that the content of the

that amount to?” she asked in an

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Secretary of defense issues statement

Statement by Secretary Rumsfeld on condolences
to servicemembers and their loved ones as provided
to Stars and Stripes:

“It is a solemn privilege of the many of us in the
Department to meet with U.S. forces and families
who have experienced injury or death in the defense
of our country.

“During visits with wounded forces and their fami-
lies at Walter Reed Army Hospital or at the Bethesda
Naval Medical Center, I have drawn inspiration from
the dignity and resolve of these wonderful young
Americans and their loved ones.

“Over the past years, my wife, Joyce, and I have
met with several hundred wounded troops and their
families during visits to intensive care units, thera-
py facilities, and their rooms in military hospitals in
the United States and abroad.

“During visits to military installations, I have met
with still others during their visits to the Pentagon.

“Joyce and I also have met together and individu-
ally with spouses and children of those Killed in ac-
tion.

“At the earliest moment in the global war on ter-
ror, I determined that it is important that military
families who have lost loved ones in hostile actions
receive a letter from me directly.

“Iwrote and approved the now more than 1000 let-
ters sent to family members and next of kin of each
of the servicemen and women killed in military ac-
tion. While I have not individually signed each one,
in the interest of ensuring expeditious contact with
grieving family members, I have directed that in the
future I sign each letter.

“I am deeply grateful for the many letters I have
received from the families of those who have been
killed in the service of our country, and I recognize
and honor their personal loss.”
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Army PCS orders may take drastic change

Officers may receive as little as 45 days’ notice instead of the normal 120 to 180, officials say

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Some Army offic-
ers and their families may now have as lit-
tle as 45 days’ notice to report to a new
duty station, according to service person-
nel officials.

The change is being driven by the
“near-term turbulence” of wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan and the Army’s simulta-
neous reorganization, said Lt. Col. Kevin
Arata, a spokesman for the Human Re-
sources Command.

Traditionally, officers received 120 to
180 days notification for permanent
change of station, or PCS, Arata said.

The system could affect about 51,000 ac-
tive-duty Army officers and 11,000 war-
rant officers between now and the end of
fiscal 2005 in October, Arata said.

As was first reported by The (Baltimore)
Sun on Dec. 8, the Army’s Human Resourc-
es Command’s Officer Operations Division
started notifying the first group of about
2,100 officers in September that they
would need to PCS on short notice.

‘Two more groups will receive similar no-
tifications in fiscal 2005, with the next let-
ters starting to go out the first week of Janu-
ary, Arata said.

As it became clear earlier this year that
Iraq deployments would continue until
2006 or longer, Army leaders decided to
change the officer reassignment system,
which filled vacancies on a more or less
random basis, Arata said.

Instead, the leaders decided that units
that are deployed or about to deploy would
get pnonty when it came to filling officer
vacancies, Arata said.

And because things come up in units pre-
paring for Iraq or Afghanistan, Arata said,
such a system meant that officers destined
for the war units would probably receive
much less notice to PCS.

For example, a lieutenant may break his
leg during predeployment training, and as
a result, his replacement would need to
move quickly to take command of his new
platoon.

But because such last-minute require-
ments rarely occur in large numbers,
“most officers will continue to receive 120
and 180 days notice on pending PCS
moves,” Arata said.

In another effort to fully man deployed
units, Army leaders have changed the sta-
tus of officers working for Multi-National
Foroe headquarters billets in Iraq and Af-

to a one-year, change

Until now, the Army used to deploy indi-
vidual officers to these billets for a period
of 179 days on a Temporary Change of Sta-
tion, or TCS, basis.

The new policy will affect about 433 offic-
ers — 395 commissioned officers and 38
warrant officers, Arata said.

Army leaders decided to change the TCS
to a PCS order because it provides more
continuity for the headquarters staff, while
at the same time, the officer’s home unit
can request a replacement for the slot
opened by the PCS.

The Army does not allow such replace-
ment if a soldier is on TCS orders.

PCS orders also allows families of the as-
signed officers to move to a different loca-
tion while the officer is deployed, if they so
choose, Arata said.

of station status, Arata said.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Germany units prepare vehicles,

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAMBERG, Germany — Mov-
ing vehicles and equipment for a
battalion-size unit deploying to
Iraq takes more than just lining
them up onto railcars and trac-
tor-trailers.

The 409th Base Support Battal-
ion, 529th Ordnance Company
and 94th Engineer Battalion
spent  six days  working
around-the-clock to get the more
than 500 vehicles and pieces of
equipment ready and loaded for
transportation to Kuwait, accord-
ing to S. Joe Estores, 409th BSB
mobilization officer.

Before the Installation Staging
Area operation even began at
Rose Barracks, the 409th BSB
Public Affairs Office had to coor-
dinate with local authorities to
warn nearby towns of impending
vehicle convoys that could poten-
tially cause traffic bottlenecks, Es-
tores said.

When the vehicles from the
94th Engineer Battalion, which
deploys to Iraq early next year, ar-
rived at Vilseck, the vehicles had
to be cleaned before they could
begin the process of being inspect-
ed and loaded onto railcars and
trucks.

“Cleanliness is a part of it,” Es-
tores said. “Often the vehicles
have to be driven on the way to
the ISA, and they are going to get
dirty. If the captain of the ship [on
which the vehicles will travel to
Kuwait] says: ‘I don’t want that ve-
hicle on my ship; it's dirty and
could contaminate my other
cargo,’ then that’s it. The captain
of the ship has the final say.”

That makes the 37 inspectors
provided by the 529th Ordnance
Company in Vilseck so important.

Although the inspectors had to
scrutinize every vehicle being
loaded, some prior coordination
by the 529th Ordnance and a pro-
active approach from the 94th En-

equipment for Iraq

KATHY JORDAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Soldiers from the 94th Engineer Battalion prepare their vehicles Saturday to be loaded onto rail cars in
Vilseck, Germany. More than 500 vehicles were inspected and loaded onto rail cars and long-haul trac-
tor-trailers during the six-day operation that ended Monday.

gineers sped things along.

“For the most part, the 94th ve-
hicles were in great condition,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Sean Tafoya,
who led the team of inspectors
from the 529th Ordnance Compa-
ny. “Out of 350 vehicles pro-
cessed, only a couple had to be
held up for more than two hours
because they needed extra main-
tenance. Every vehicle made its
rail time.”

“We met with the 94th before
the operation began to go over
their documentation,” Tafoya
said. Documentation like the
transportation control movement
order, vehicle scanning docu-
ment and dispatch must be in

order to prevent delays at the
port. “If those weren’t ready, we
would have to spend about 45 min-
utes for each vehicle doing it at
the site.”

The vehicles had to go through
five stations of inspection before
loading onto the railcars and trac-
tor-trailers.

The loading of the equipment
forced soldiers to work well into
the night.

“There is a time line to meet
that is dictated by the time that
the train has to leave,” Estores
said. “We can’t delay departure of
the train.”

Since the trains had to depart at
2.am. and noon each day, person-
nel at the railhead spent hours be-
fore those times to get the vehi-

cles ready to load in a timely man-
ner, Estores said.

While the six-day staging area
and railhead operations had to
fall into a routine to be efficient,
Estores, as the mobilization offic-
er, said the mission is special to
him.

“A lot of people may think of
this as a routine mission, but it's
special to me,” said Estores, who
served with the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion in Vietnam.

“When I do what I'm doing and
know that it’s benefiting the 1st
ID, that's gratifying. I told these
young soldiers who were out here
loading their vehicles that they
are performing an important mis-
sion. I'm honored and privileged
to be here doing this for them.”
E-mail Rick Emert
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. Navy
to expand
inquiry on
Iraq abuse

BY SETH HETTENA

The Associated Press.

SAN DIEGO — The Navy
SEALS are expanding their in-
vestigation into recently pub-
lished photographs that show
freshly captured prisoners and
grinning commandos sitting or
lying on hooded and hand-
cuffed detainees in Iraq, a
spokesman said.

Followmg a prelmnnary in-
quiry, senior S] fficials
have decided to take a more
thorough look at the circum-
stances surrounding some of
the photos, Navy Cmdr. Jeff
Bender said Wednesday. Some
of the images also show the
bloodied faces of detainees.

Such an investigation, which

take up to a month, could
result in disciplinary prooeed-
ings.

The preliminary inquiry by
a single Navy investigator
found that the majority of the
15 photographs published
Dec. 3 by the Associated Press
‘were taken for legitimate intel-
ligence-gathering  purposes
and showed commandos using
approved procedures, Bender
said. He cited as an example a
photo in which a weapon with
a flashlight attached is pointed
at a detainee’s head to illumi-
nate his face as another com-
‘mando snapped a photo.

But other photos appear to
show Navy SEALs posing for
photos on top of hooded and
handcuffed detainees in the
back of a pickup truck. Bender
declined to comment on the
pickup truck photos, citing the
ongoing investigation.

Bender said some SEALs
have been called in for ques-
tioning during the preliminary
inquiry, which was launched
after the AP brought the pho-
tos to the Navy seeking com-
ment.
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In Iraq, video war is break from real fight

BY JOsH WHITE
The Washington Post

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq — “Die,
die, die!” shouted Pfc. Joe Girar-
din, rising suddenly to his feet, gri-
macing. He launched a grenade,
triumphantly throwmg fist into
the air. “Boom!

This was the war scene in a
small trailer at this U.S. military
camp near Baghdad in the wee
hours of the morning last week-
end, amid empty Pringles tubes,
Pepsi cans, cigarette boxes and
the swirling tunes of Jimi Hendrix
and Metallica. The 29-inch color
screen burst with machine-gun
fire and rocket blasts, but the only
real victims were pride and lost
time.

Outside the trailer, in the chilly
desert darkness, the real war con-
tinued. Soldiers prepared for mis-
sions and patrols in armored Hum-
vees, shouldered their M-16s and
braced for the possibility of a car
bomb or an enemy assault. Mortar
rounds and explosions sent hollow
thuds echoing for miles.

The trailer was an escape for
the young soldiers. Girardin, 19, of
Long Island, N.Y., was glued to his
Army-issued television and the
video game images pulsing across
it. He was stalking Spc. Criss Sand-
ers, 21, of Miami, who seemed al-
ways to get the better of him —

‘THE WASHINGTON POST/LATWP

Spc. Brian Schroeder, left, takes a break from music to look at a magazine with Pfc. Joe Girardin. Pinups,
but no pornography, decorate the trailer’s walls. Between guard duty and patrols, soldiers in Iraq gather to
crash fast cars, play volleyball with buxom women and wage virtual warfare.

said softly from beneath his
lDw slung floppy camo_hat, al-
on his next as-

and all other this
night. Sanders grabbed a sniper
rifle and hid. Within moments, Gi-
rardin’s character was lying in a
pool of blood, Sanders’ foil stand-
ing over him, continuing to pump
bullets into the dead body. Girar-
din punched his bed furiously as a
wry smile spread across Sanders’

face.
“Don'’t take it so hard,” Sanders

sault

“T'll show you how to use the
sniper rifle.”

Like the teenagers and college
students across America who sit
on couches late on weekend nights
and into the next morning, these
soldiers spend their free hours on
the outskirts of the Iraqi capital
killing one another in Xbox and

PlayStation2 games such as Halo

and Mortal Kombat. Between
guard duty and patrols and shifts
at the dining facility, they gather
to crash fast cars, play volleyball
with buxom women and mimic
warfare.

It’s a virtual reality that at least
temporarily hides the real war out-
side.

“I don’t like to leave the room, if
possible,” Girardin said, only par-
tially in jest. He spends his days in
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a large tent as an administrator
with the headquarters company of
the 2nd Brigade, 10th Mountain Di-
vision. “You forget where you are
when you're in this room. Then
you step outside and the reality
hits you. Youre in the desert.
You're in Iraq. I try not to leave.”
The smells of incense and cheap
cigarettes floated into the dark-
ness as the only door to the trailer
section swung open. Inside, it’s not
unlike many college dorm rooms
or fraternity house bedrooms.
The walls are papered with im-
ages of scantily clad women, a col-
lection of magazine pinups that in-
clude dozens of celebrities and su-
permodels from the pages of For
Him Magazine and Maxim. Be-
cause pornography is banned on
these deployments, it’s all PG-13.
Two beds, two stand-alone clos-
ets, two folding camp chairs and a
makeshift coffee table are about
all the room can handle, but four
or more people regularly cram in-
side to complete the gaming ritu-

als. A tiny Christmas tree adorned
with golden ornaments is dwarfed
by the television set, which rests
atop a white mini-fridge.

Unprecedented communica-
tions abilities make it possible for
this room to feel very much as if it
were in the United States. There’s
a computer waiting to get hooked
to the Internet. Satellite television
beams into many of the soldiers’
quarters, Amazon.com offers
two-week delivery for any video
game or DVD movie a soldier de-
sires, and anyone can buy an Iraq-
na cell phone to call home. Local
vendors also sell knockoff DVDs
for $5 apiece and video games for
$15, encouraging vast video librar-
ies and trading among soldiers.

On this base near Baghdad Inter-
national Airport, there’s a post ex-
change that carries numerous
movies, games and game systems;
the mess hall is a cacophony of
films, sports and news shown on
enormous flat-screen televisions
during meals. The recreation cen-
ter includes a movie room, a pool
table, a Ping-Pong table and a
lounge with leather couches.

Internet cafes and workstations
offer the soldiers contact with
home, and some get the chance to
speak with their families via
video-teleconferencing  sessions
set up by the military.

Individual barracks rooms are
in trailers that cover the base in
long, straight lines, their porch
lights a guide to night-flying heli-
copters. Enlisted soldiers live in
pairs and do what they can to
make their quarters feel like
home.

Pfc. David Usry, 25, of Tampa,
is Girardin’s roommate, a stocky
cook with a nearly shaved head
and the oldest member of this so-
cial club.

“I play every chance I get,” he
says, the clock passing 1:30 a.m.

“I should be asleep now. Oh
well.”

Sitting next to him is Spe. Rob-
ert McKinney, 23, of Brooklyn,
N.Y., whose eyes go wide when he
shoots at an enemy in Halo. “Don’t
beg, don't beg,” McKinney chimes
in. “Everyone gets to die.”

“We sort of zone out and know
we can sit here and kill each other,
and no one gets hurt,” McKinney
says later. “Everyone comes out
alive.”

U.S. helo crashes in Afghanistan; no casualties

KABUL, Afghanistan — A U.S. military helicopter crashed Thurs-
day in northwestern Afghanistan, injuring both pilots who were then
evacuated, a coalition statement said.

“This crash was not the result of any hostile action, and, according to

the pilots, there was no fire reported from the ground,”

the statement

said. “The crash site was secured immediately, and there were no

enemy forces reported in the area.”

‘The pilots’ injuries were “non life-threatening,” it added.
The Army OH-58 Kiowa helicopter went down just north of Shin-
dand in Herat province. An investigation will be conducted to deter-

mine the cause of the crash.

Gl who filed suit against Army sent to Fort Hood

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Doctors at a Fort Hood, Texas, hos-
pital are to evaluate an Arkansas soldier to see if he is well enough to
return to Iraq after he sought hospital care rather than go back over-
seas, the Arkansas National Guard said Wednesday.

Transport Spe. David Qualls of Morrilton was transferred to Fort
Hood on Wednesday after he checked into a North Little Rock veter-
ans’ facility earlier this week, said Arkansas National Guard spokes-

woman Capt. Kristine M. Munn

Qualls’ lawyers said he “suffered intense distress” after a federal
judge in Washington, D.C.,, refused his request last week for a tempo-
rary restraining order to allow him to stay home on leave. He feared re-
taliation by the military, his lawyer said.

From The Associated Press
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Time to overhaul Social Security, Bush says

BY LEIGH STROPE

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — President Bush said
Thursday that “now is the time to confront
Social Security” to deal with a projected
$3.7 trillion, 75-year shortfall and give
younger workers the ability to invest some
of their contributions into personal ac-
counts.

Bush also promised to send Congress “a
tough budget” early next year to hold the
line on federal spending. “If the deficit is
an issue, which it is, it's going to require
some tough choices on the spending side,”
the president told a White House economic
conference.

The president credited his tax-cutting

policies with reviving the economy. Bush
said his strategy will be “to grow the econo-
my with reasonable tax policy but to make
sure the deficit is dealt with by being wise
about how we spend money.”

“It's not going to be easy,” Bush said. “It
turns out [congressional] appropriators
take their title seriously.”

Bush said that dealing with Social Securi-
ty would be a top priority. All participants
on Thursday’s panel, including financial
service firm officials, supported Bush’s So-
cial Security plans.

AFL-CIO President John Sweeney said
Wall Street’s support for partial privatiza-
tion was a conflict of interest, calling it “a
risky scheme for America, but a sure bet
for the financial services industry.”

Sweeney urged the Securities Industry
Association to disavow Bush’s planned
overhaul. “Will the financial services indus-
try behave as professionals with a duty to
speak candidly to the investing public, or
will elements of the industry once again
seek to make money at the expense of their
customers, only this time on a much grand-
er scale?” Sweeney said in a letter.

Bush was not specific about his own
ideas for solving the problem, but laid out a
few do-or-die principles.

He said that for an undefined group of se-
niors “nothing will change” in their benefit
structure, that there should be no increase
in payroll taxes and that younger workers
should be moved toward private accounts
for some portion of their Social Security
contributions.

The audience chuckled as Bush

wmpped up his list of requirements by add-

“With those principles in mind, I'm
open minded with the members of Con-
gress.”

Bush said there are more Americans
who have no confidence they will ever see
any Social Security benefits than people
who are worried their current checks will
stop coming.

“I think Congress needs to understand
that,” he said.

Democrats say supporters of personal ac-
counts are exaggerating Social Security’s
funding problem.

In 2018, the system starts paying out
more in benefits than it collects in taxes. In
2042, the system will be able to cover 73
percent of promised benefits, according to
Social Security’s trustees.

Secretary of
State Colin
Powell, right,
speaks to the
media with U.N.
Secretary Gener-
al Kofi Annan
after the two
met Thursday in
Washington.

AP

Annan, Powell discuss Iraq vote

BY RICHARD LEIBY
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Even certi-
fied Hollywood liberals were reel-
ing after Chevy Chase’s
potty-mouthed Bush-bashing
Tuesday night at the Kennedy
Center, where the actor hosted an
awards ceremony staged by Peo-
ple for the American Way.

For most of the evening, Chase
was his usual comedic self, deliv-
ering lines such as “This just in:
resignations in the upper echelon
of the Bush administration. The

BY ANNE GEARAN

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Secretary of
State Colin Powell gave understat-
ed praise Thursday for prepara-
tions the United Nations is mak-
ing to support elections in Iraq,
and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said the world body will
beef up its support if need be.

“The U.N. effort seems to be on
track in support of the Iraqi ef-
fort” to hold nationwide elections
on Jan. 30, Powell said after a
State Department meeting with
Annan.

Iragis themselves “have the
principal responsibility,” Powell
said.

Powell noted that the United
Nations is taking the first steps to
expand its presence in Iraq out-
side Baghdad to the cities of
Basra and Irbil and has increased
the number of election experts it
will deploy in Iraq.

The United States have been
pressing Annan to do more, and is
unlikely to be satisfied with the
current commitment of 25 elec-
tion monitors.

“We have enough people in

there to do the work,” Annan
said. “And if need be, we'll put in
the staff we need to get the work
done. It's not a question of num-
bers; it's a question of what you
need to get the job done.”

Then Annan asked himself a
question. “Are we doing the job?
Yes, we are doing the job,” he
said.

The meeting with Powell was
probably Annan’s last before Pow-
ell leaves the job next year. White
House national security adviser
Condoleezza Rice will replace
Powell, and Annan was meeting
with her at the White House later
Thursday.

Bush sisters have resigned and
are being replaced by Paris and
Nicky Hilton. Back for more
news later.”

After actors Alec Baldwin and
Susan Sarandon delivered speech-
es accepting their Defender of De-
mocracy awards, Chase took the
stage a final time and unleashed a
rant against President Bush that
stunned the crowd. He deployed
the four-letter word that got Vice
President Dick Cheney in hot
water, using it as a noun. Chase
called the prez a “dumb [exple-
tive].” He also used it as an adjec-

Comedian Chevy Chase
bashes Bush in foul rant
during awards ceremony

tive, assuring the audience, “I'm
no [expletive] clown either.
This guy started a jihad.”

Chase also said: “This guy in of-
fice is an uneducated, real lying
schmuck ... and we still couldn’t
beat him with a bore like Kerry.”

People for the American Way
distanced itself Wednesday from
the actor’s rant. “Chevy Chase’s
improvised remarks caught ev-
eryone off guard, and were inap-
propriate and offensive,” Ralph
Neas, the liberal advocacy
group’s president, said in a state-
ment. “It was not what I would
have said, and certainly not the
language People for the Ameri-
can Way would ever use in dis-
cussing any president of the Unit-
ed States.”

Founder Norman Lear agreed:
“I thought it was utterly unto-
ward, obviously unexpected and
unscripted and all that stuff. And,
uh — it was Chevy Chase. He’ll
live with it, I won’t.”

Sen. Tom Daschle, the former
minority leader, looked taken
aback when he went on directly
after Chase.

His opening line: “I've had to
follow a lot of speakers, but ...”

Inauguration to have heavy military overtones

BY JOHANNA NEUMAN
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — As he leaves the Capitol
after taking the oath of office Jan. 20, George
W. Bush is expected to exercise a familiar
presidential prerogative — reviewing the
troops.

Then the real embrace of the military be-
gins.

Bush, who campaigned for re-election as a
wartime president, will have more than the
usual presence of military flourishes at his sec-
ond-term inaugural ceremonies. With 138,000
U.S. troops serving in Iraq and casualties re-
ported nearly every day, the White House
wanted to showcase the role of the armed ser-
vices in the war against terrorism as well as in

the nation’s premier display of a peaceful tran-
sition of power.

Officials are tight-lipped about details. But
the military theme will thread through the 10
days of inaugural events normally highlighted
by pomp and circumstance.

This year, on the night of the inauguration,
there will be a Commander in Chief Ball, open
to troops who have just returned from Afghan-
istan or Iraq or are about to be deployed to ei-
ther place.

Unlike the other eight official balls, this ball
will be free to 2,000 enlisted personnel and
noncommissioned officers and their families.

The president by tradition attends all nine
balls, so the invited servicemembers will have
an opportunity to socialize with their com-
mander in chief. Contributors will pay as

much as $250,000 to attend the balls and other
inaugural events.

There will be a pre-inaugural gala, billed as
“America’s Heroes: A Salute to Those Who
Serve,” at the MCI Center, which can seat
more than 13

And lhere will be 2,100 military personnel
playing in bands, appearing on floats or per-
forming in the inaugural parade, with thou-
sands more in ceremonial units, honor cor-
dons and even announcing the names of partic-
ipants to spectators lmmg the route.

“The fact that we’re a nation at war will be
reflected throughout the inaugural,” said
Tracey Schmitt, a spokeswoman for the inau-
gural committee. “This is a way to pay tribute
to those who sacrifice every day for the securi-
1y of our country. We are working to celebrate
the hard work of men and women of our mili-
tary.”

Fake bomb lost

NEWARK, N.J. — Baggage
screeners at Newark Liberty
International Airport spotted
— and then lost — a fake bomb
planted in luggage by a supervi-
sor during a training exercise.

Despite an  hours-long
search Tuesday night, the bag,
containing a fake bomb com-
plete with wires, a detonator
and a clock, made it onto an
Amsterdam-bound  flight. It
‘was recovered by airport secu-
rity officials in Amsterdam
when the flight landed.

Ann Davis, a spokeswoman
for the Transportation Security
Administration, said the TSA is
still investigating how screen-
ers lost track of the bag.

From The Associated Press
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Ballot after ballot examined
in Ohio as campaigns watch

BY JOHN NOLAN
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — In a scene reminiscent of Florida
circa 2000, two teams of Republican and Democrat-
ic election workers held punch-card ballots up to
the light and whispered back and forth as they tried
to divine the voters’ intent from a few hanging
chads.

Observers for the presidential campaigns of John
Kerry, President Bush and Green Party candidate
David Cobb kept watch from chairs a few feet away.

The scene is being repeated statewide this week
in a recount in the state that put Bush over the top in
the election last month.

Officially, Bush beat Kerry by 119 ooo votes in
Ohio, but two third-party ted the re-

il

quired $113,600 for a recount they clalm will show
serious irregularities. The Kerry campaign is sup-
porting the recount, though it has acknowledged it
will not change the outcome.

The recounts began this week. At least 35 of
Ohio’s 88 counties had completed their recounts or
were starting Wednesday, according to a survey by
The Associated Press. Some of the tallies will not be
complete until next week.

“It takes a lot of work, a lot of hours,” said Kerry
campaign observer Jeannette Harrison, 63, a real es-
tate agent. “This is a job that has to be done.”

In Cincinnati, the Hamilton County workers gri-
maced in concentration as they examined the ballot
holes up close — a scene that called to mind the five
weeks of recounts in Florida that made the terms
“pregnant chad” and “butterfly ballot” famous.

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

From coast to coast, thousands of Americans

are grateful for what you doand want to show you
that they care. To see the actions and messages

of support from these groups and individuals from
‘all across America, visit wwiystripes.corm,

This is just a small token of appreciation, a way to §ay..

AMERICA
'SUPPORTS \
-YOU -

U MILITART

i of Tony Reissig checks
ballots as they are recounted Wednesday at the
Hamilton County Board of Elections in Cincinnati.

Statewide, about 92,000 ballots cast in last
month’s presidential election failed to record a vote
for president, most of them on punch-card systems.

Hamilton County workers wrote their results on
tally sheets as they counted ballots from 30 pre-
cincts randomly selected from the county’s 1,013 —
a total of about 13,000 of 433,000 ballots cast in No-
vember in the county.

Under Ohio law, workers must hand-count 3 per-
cent of ballots. If the results match the certified re-
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Kerry campaign manager
admits downplaying ads

BY STEVE LEBLANC
The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — The
campaign manager for Sen. John
Kerry’s failed presidential bid
said she regrets underestimating
the impact of
an attack ad-
vertisement
that  ques-
tioned Ker-
ry’s Vietnam
War record.

Mary Beth
Cahill, who
spoke
‘Wednesday
at Harvard
University’s

nnedy
School of Government with Ken
Mehlman, President Bush’s cam-

paign manager, said the Massa-

chusetts senator’s campaign ini-
tially thought there would be “no
reach” to the ad from Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth.

Instead, the ad, which initially
aired in just three states, became
a central issue of the campaign,
eventually forcing Kerry to per-
sonally deny the group’s allega-
tions that he did not deserve his
combat medals.

“This is the best $40,000 invest-
ment made by any political
group, but it was only because of
the news coverage that it got
where it did,” she said.

“In  hindsight, maybe we
should have put Sen. Kerry out
earlier, perhaps we could have
cut it off earlier.”

Mehlman said that it was natu-
ral that the ad had the reach and
impact it did, because Kerry de-
cided to make his Vietnam record
a central part of his campaign.

Fannie Mae violations

WASHINGTON — A review by
the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission has found that Fannie
Mae violated accounting rules,
buttressing earlier determina-
tions by another federal regulator
and amplifying the prospect of an

sults exactly, all other ballots can be
machine. If the totals are off, all ballots must be
counted by hand, adding days or weeks to the pro-
cess.

Plewse vigir the site at
wwwstripes.com and click on the
America Supports You button to view
the messages of support and o
submit your ewn thank you netes
as well!

STARSk, 4STRIPES

Your Hometewn Newspaper

earnings by the mort-
gage giant.

Its shares were down $2.92, or
4.1 percent, at $67.77 in electron-

ic trading in advance of the open-
ing of the N.Y. Stock Exchange.

SEC Chief Accountant Donald
Nicolaisen on Wednesday said
Fannie Mae’s accounting for 2001
through mid-2004 “did not com-
ply in material respects” with ac-
counting rules for derivatives, fi-
nancial instruments used to
hedge against interest-rate
swings, and for some transactions
related to loans.

From wire reports
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Gore’s mother dies

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Pauline
Gore, whose son Al became vice
president and nearly captured
the presidency and whose hus-
band had a long and distin-
guished career in Congress, died
Wednesday. She was 92.

She had been weakened in re-
cent years by strokes and a heart
attack, and died in at her home in
Carthage.

Trained as a lawyer, Pauline
Gore was a familiar figure on the
campaign trails of her husband,
Albert Gore Sr., and her son,
former Vice President Al Gore.

She played a central role in
shaping her husband’s

Friday, December 17, 2004

Benefits of birth control pills disputed

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE, Wis — A study
concluding that birth control pills
slightly lowered the risk of heart
disease has now been called into
question by U.S. federal officials
who say it was flawed and wasn’t
properly reviewed before it was
presented at a major medical
meeting in October.

Doctors from Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit had presented

strategy. Gore Sr. was a liberal
Democrat who served in the
House from 1939 to 1953 and in
the Senate from 1953 to 1970 and
aspired to the presidency himself.
He died in 1998.

Gore Jr. is the Gores’ only
living child. Their daughter,
Nancy, died of cancer in 1984.
Other survivors include a broth-
er, Whit LaFon of Jackson, grand-
children and great-grandchil-

n.
The funeral will be Saturday in
Carthage.

New insomnia drug

WASHINGTON — The Food
and Drug Administration on
Wednesday approved a new drug
for people with insomnia.

The agency approved the sale
of Lunesta, made by the pharma-
ceutical company Sepracor, for
both chronic and occasional in-
somnia, a problem for millions of
people.

Arms ban up for vote

SAN FRANCISCO — City resi-
dents will vote next year on a pro-
posed weapons ban that would
deny handguns to everyone ex-
cept law enforcement officers,
members of the military and secu-
rity guards.

If passed next November, resi-
dents would have 90 days to give
up firearms they keep in their
homes or businesses. The propos-
al was immediately dismissed as
illegal by a gun owners group.
From The Associated Press

ta med-
icine meeting in Philadelphia
claiming that oral contraceptives
lowered heart risks and did not in-
crease the risk of breast cancer.

That got a lot of attention be-
cause the conclusions were oppo-
site what previous studies had
found. The new information also
came from the largest women’s
health study ever done in the Unit-
ed States.

But on Wednesday, Dr. Bar-
bara Alving of the National
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute,
which funds and oversees the na-
tional study, said these particular
analyses hadn’t been properly re-
viewed, and that a new analysis
by senior statisticians had deter-
mined that the heart findings
were flawed.

Once age and other factors

were considered, they “could not
find a relationship” between pill
use and heart disease, Alving
said. The breast cancer findings
also are suspect now, she said.

The research was from the
Women’s Health Initiative, best
known for its landmark ﬁndmg in
2002 that taking hormones after
menopause raised the risk of cer-
tain cancers and heart problems.

But it is not the best kind of
study for determining risks of
oral contraceptives, Alving said.

it’s because it relies on wom-

en’s memories of what drugs they
used in previous years rather
than actual hospital or medical
records.

Previous studies that were
more scientifically sound have
found that pill-users have a small
increased risk of blood clots,
heart attacks and stroke, she said.
The Detroit researchers reported
asmall benefit — pill users report-
edly had 8 percent less risk of car-
diovascular disease and 7 percent
less risk of developing any form
of cancer.

But those findings were based
on information women gave
about whether they’d ever had
heart problems or cancer, and
were not verified with medical
records as other WHI findings
have been, Alving said.

Buffalo heading home to roam on range

The Associated Press

SANTA CATALINA ISLAND,
Calif. — After a life spent on a
balmy Pacific island, 98 buffalo
are being sent back to an authen-
tic — and frigid — home on the
range.

The buffalo began their jour-
ney Wednesday from Santa Catali-
na Island, off the coast of South-
ern California, to South Dakota,
where they’ll live on traditional
rangelands of the Rosebud Lako-
ta reservation.

The animals, some standing 5
feet at the shoulder and weighing
several thousand pounds, are the
descendants of an original herd of
14 brought from the prairie to ap-
pear in the 1920s silent movie,
“The Vanishing American.” Once
the film was completed, the buffa-
1o were simply left behind on the
island.

“The idea was to get these buf-
falo that were taken from the
plains some 80 years ago ... back
to their homeland,” said Maurice
Lyons, chairman of the Morongo
Band of Mission Indians, which is
paying the $75,000 cost to ship
the animals.

Andy Guiding Young Cloud, second from right, along with other Tongva
dancers, give a herd of approximately 100 buffalo their blessings on
South Catalina Island in Avalon, Calif. The buffalo will be repatriated to

American Indians in South Dakota.

“To the Native Americans back
there, these animals are sacred,”
he said. “It was very moving.
They’ll be going home fo their rel-
atives.”

After being lured into pens
with hay, the buffalo were herded

onto two, 18-wheel trucks and
then taken by barge the 24 miles
across the sea to Long Beach.
From there, it was on to the res-
ervation more than a thousand
miles inland, where the animals
were to arrive Thursday night.

In the past, the numbers of is-

land buffalo were thinned by auc-

tioning animals. But the conser-

vancy’s new management decid-

ed to try a different approach.
“This seemed like a solution

where everybody would win,” she
aid.

Abuul 150 buffalo continue to
inhabit the island, living off its
sparse vegetation. A smaller
heard also means less destruction
of native plants.

The Lakota reservation already
has buffalo, and the conservancy
said there shouldn’t be any prob-
lems with the newcomers accli-
mating, despite the fact that
they'll be moving to a place with
subzero winters.

As a ftest, the conservancy
shipped some buffalo to the reser-
vation last year.

“The minute they hit the
ground, it was like their genetics
kicked in and immediately they
began growing a winter coat,”
Baer said.

The newcomers will have a lot
more room to roam.

“They’re going fmm 42,000
acres to 900,000,” Baer said. “So
they got a pretty good deal except
for the snowy winters.”

Crowds gather for Hawaii contest despite big wave warnings

|

Rusty Keaulana of Hawaii takes a large wave in the first heat of the Eddie Aikau Invitational on Waimea Bay in
Haleiwa, Hawaii, on Wednesday. “The Eddie” is a one-day event held when waves are 30 feet or higher.

The Associated Press

HALEIWA, Hawaii — Giant
waves crashed along the North
Shore of Oahu Wednesday, leav-
ing sand and debris on roadways
and prompting officials to close
beaches as waves reached 40 feet
and higher.

But  amid the debris,
world-class surfers gathered for a
rare big-wave surfing competi-
tion that occurs only when such
enormous waves sweep the is-
land’s coast.

Kelly Slater, a former world
champion and one of the 24 elite
surfers invited to surf the Quiksil-
ver In Memory of Eddie Aikau
Big Wave Invitational, described
the waves at Waimea Bay as
“giant.”

“I don’t think I've seen it like
this,” Slater said.

Bruce Irons of Kauai placed
first, ahead of 2001 winner Ross

Clarke-Jones of Australia and
Shane Dorian of the Big Island.

Trons’ brother, the reigning
three-time world champion Andy
Irons, placed fourth.

The competition is held only
when the waves reach giant pro-
portions — only six times in the
last 19 years.

Wave heights were reported to
peak Wednesday morning be-
tween 30 and 40 feet at Waimea
Bay. Forecasters had earlier pre-
dicted S0 foot faces.

The water began coming
ashore before dawn, crossing
roads and leaving sand and de-
bris in its wake, prompting offi-
cials to close a portion of Kame-
hameha Highway in the North
Shore town of Haleiwa.

Oahu Civil Defense advised res-
idents to avoid the beaches and
stay out of the water, but crowds
began gathering before dawn at
‘Waimea Bay Beach Park for big
wave surf contest.
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EU opens Turkey talks

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Eu-
ropean Union leaders are ex-
pected to approve opening
talks with Turkey on its wish
to join the EU, but may impose
stiff conditions on Ankara dur-
ing a two-day summit opening
Thursday.

The prospect of a populous
state with a strong Muslim ma-
jority joining the 2S-nation
bloc has split governments
and public opinion. The presi-
dent of the EU commission
warned that significant goals
still had to be met.

Turkey “must go the extra
mile, and give clear signals of
its European future,” Jose
Manuel Barroso.

Conditions could include the
recognition of Cyprus and a
better human rights record —
or even limitations on the
movement of Turkish workers
once membership is achieved.
From The Associated Press

Yushchenko points to government

Opposition leader believes poisoning occurred at dinner with Ukranian official

BY YURAS KARMANAU
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Opposition
leader Viktor Yushchenko said
Thursday that he was sure he was
poisoned by the Ukrainian govern-
ment and believes it most likely
happened at a dinner he had with
the country’s top security service
offlcials

made

Thor Smeshko, and his deputy, Vol-
odymyr Satsyuk.

“That was the only place where
no one from my team was present
and no precautions were taken
concerning the food,” he said. “It
was a project of political murder,
prepared by the authorities.”

A parliamentary commission
that investigated Yushchenko’s
mysterious illness in October said
he had of pains — in-

in an interview, were the first time
he pinpointed when and where he
believed he was poisoned with di-
oxin. He said it likely happened at
a Sept. 5 dinner with the head of
the Ukrainian security service,

cluding 4 headache apout three
hours after the meal and an acute
stomach ache the next day.
Yushchenko, who was  disfig-
ured by poisoning, siad that Ukrai-
nian prosecutors were looking into

the case and said he was confident
the official culprits would be pun-
ished.

Members of Yushchenko's cam-
paign team had spoken of the secu-
rity dinner as a possible site of the
poisoning, but Yushchenko him-
self had until now refrained from
pointing the finger at specific offi-
cials.

Experts say it is impossible for
Yushchenko to have naturally ac-
quired such high levels of dioxin.
New tests reveal the level in his
blood is more than 6,000 times
higher than normal and is the sec-
ond highest ever recorded in
human history, said Abraham

Brouwer, professor of environ-
mental toxicology at the Free Uni-
versity in Amsterdam, where
blood samples taken in Vienna
were sent for analysis.

Brouwer’s team has narrowed
the search from more than 400 di-
oxins to about 29 and is confident
they will identify the poison by
week’s end.

Poisoning experts say those
who spiked Yushchenko’s food
‘may have aimed to kill him or may
simply have tried to debilitate him
during the election campaign.

What constitutes a lethal dose of
dioxin has never been established,
because nobody has ever been
known to die from it.

Britain’s high court deals blow
to national anti-terror policy

House of Lords rules suspects cannot be held indefinitely without trial

BY BETH GARDINER
The Associated Press

LONDON — Britain’s highest
court dealt a huge blow to the gov-
ernment’s anti-terrorism policy
Thursday by ruling that it cannot
detain foreign suspects indefinite-
Iy without trial.

Judges in the House of Lords
ruled 8-1 in favor of a group of for-
eign men jailed without charge
for up to three years. Their law-
yers say their detention is a gross
violation of human rights.

One judge described the law al-
lowing them to be held as a great-
er threat to the nation than terror-

The British government had ar-
gued that the detention without
trial of some terrorist suspects
was a tough but necessary mea-
sure to protect a free society from
the threat of devastating attacks.

While the judges cannot direct-
ly strike down the law, their rul-
ing that it is incompatible with
the European Convention on
Human Rights puts the onus on
the government to resolve that
conflict by repealing or amending
the disputed provision.

Home Secretary Charles Clar-
ke said the detainees would re-
main imprisoned and the law
would stay in force while legisla-
tors considered what to do next.

The nine law lords — members
of the House of Lords who consti-
tute Britain’s highest court of ap-
peal — voted against the mea-
sures brought in after the attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001, under which for-
eign terrorist suspects may be de-
tained  indefinitely  without
charge or trial if they cannot safe-
ly be removed to another country.

Lord Bingham of Cornhill pre-
sented the majority opinion.

“The measures unjustifiably
discriminate against foreign na-
tionals on the grounds of their na-
tionality or immigration status
and are not strictly required
since they provide for the deten-
tion of some but not all of those
who present the same risk,” he
said.

He was referring to the distinc-
tion the law makes between Brit-
ish suspects and foreigners. The
law applies only to terrorism sus-
pects who are not British citizens
and whose lives would be endan-
gered if they were deported.

Seventeen people have been de-
tained under the disputed provi-
sion of the Anti-Terrorism, Crime

Security Act. Eleven remain
in custody and six have been
freed, deported or detained
under other powers.

The government has not told
the detainees why they were ar-
rested, or on what evidence.

Greek hijacking ends

living in Greece.

Albanian immigrants Leonard Murati,
left, are escorted by plainclothes police officers outside Greek
police headquarters in Athens on Thursday. The two men who hi-
jacked a bus for 18 hours and demanded $ 1.33 mi
dered to authorities after releasing all hostages. The government
appealed for calm on Thursday fearing a public backlash against

ight, and Gaz Resuli, back

jon surren-

800HighTech.com

10 convicted, sentenced in 2000 plot
to blow up French Christmas market

BY VERENA VON DERSCHAU
The Associated Press

PARIS — Ten accused Islamic
militants were convicted Thurs-
day and sentenced to prison
terms ranging from one to 10
years for their roles in a millenni-
um plot to blow up a Christmas
market in the eastern city of Stras-
bourg on New Year’s Eve 2000.

The suspects — Algerian na-
tionals and French citizens of Al-
gerian origin who included an al-
leged associate of al-Qaida leader
Osama bin Laden — went on trial
in October on charges they were
involved in the foiled plot.

They were convicted of crimi-
nal association with a terrorist en-
terprise that state prosecutor

Christophe Tessier alleged had
links to Islamic networks in Brit-
ain, Italy and Spain.

Cooperation between French
and German police led to the ar-
rest in late 2000 of a Frank-
furt-based group of Algerians
who allegedly planned to attack
the market. The bombing “was
avoided by a hair,” Tessier said
last month.

Strasbourg’s well-known mar-
Ket is set up around the city’s ca-
thedral during the Christmas peri-
od and becomes a major gather-
ing place.

France opened an investigation
after four suspected Islamic radi-
cals were arrested in Frankfurt,
Germany, in possession of a map

of Strasbourg and a video cas-
sette showing the market.

The four were convicted in Ger-
many in March 2003 and re-
ceived prison terms ranging from
10 to 12 years. The German court
said the group had planned to
blow up pressure cookers packed
with explosives, a technique they
allegedly learned in Afghan
camps.

Those tried in Paris included
Slimane Khalfaoui,
Akhnouche, 30; Rabah Kz
and Mohamed
considered one of bin Laden’s
lieutenants in Europe. Bensakria
was extradited from Spain in sum-
mer 2001.

Khalfaoui and Bensakria re-
ceived maximum 10-year sentenc-
es.



PAGE 12

 STARS AND STRIPES -

STARSW,ASTRIPES.

THOMAS E. KELSCH, Publisher
THOMAS BIERMANN, General Manager, Europe
LT. COL. CYRIL J. SOCHA, Commander

News and Editorial
DAVID MAZZARELLA, Editorial Director

‘SAM AMRHEIN, Europe Bureau Chief
‘SCOTT BURGESS, Middle East Bureay Chief
O GROMELSKI, Electronic Edition Editor
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS:
er Photikoe, Photo/Graphics
Sean Moores, Sports

Sharon Olson, News
Brian Bowers, Fealures

Addresses
U.S. MAIL: Unit 29480, APO AE 09211
IN'[RHA'\I]HAL MAIL: Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim,

At DS\ 309416 . (+49) (0) 6155/601416
es.osd il

CENTRAL OFFGE 520 14 St N, St 350, Wasign 0

20451301, Fhone DS S1ZIGE.0900 or . (+1) (202
050 Fac () (203 7

EDITORIAL DREGTOR, davd Mammla 529 14th St NW, Suite
350, Washinglon, DC 20045-1301. Phane DSN 312- 763-0945 or
Giv. (+1) (202) 761-0945.
el merelad@spes st

Ungro. Send commrts t; Ombudsan, Strs

"o Smpes 9 NW, Suite 350, Washington, D.C.

20045- Bne” cviin (11 o) "Sokass, o

(+1) (401) 364-8696

or e-mail: ombudsman@stripes osd il

How to call us
Editor: DSN 349-8237: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601237
Letters: DSN 349-8400; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601400
Sports: DSN 349-8225: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601225
lati 349-8437; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601437
Advertising: D! 3
civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601335/443.

News Bureaus

GERMANY (country code +49)
Bambarg: Rl Ener 790 855, Unt 27535 B 5541, 40 €
9139-7535; te. DSN 469- TO57 o i () 9536836 s DSK

5300 o (0) 951/300-
i, emerr@mail estipes it

Baumnn\der Tony Soyd. 2220 B35 PO, AE 09034 tl. DS
485-6089, or civ. (0) 6783-900776; e-m
oyt maiesrpes st

Darmstadt: Kevin Dougherty, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN
550,380 o i (0 6135 81406,
. dougherth@malasrpes o, rd Sanderson Hml
29480,

Sorizh, e nal sammnnw(mau esmvesusd o an
Jessica Ifigo, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211 te. DSN 349-8290 or
v, (0) 6155-601290; e-mail: ingoj@mal estripes.osd mil
Heidelberg/Mannheim: Jon R. Anderson, Room 117, Romerst. 104,
115 Hdobos . DS 370701 o . 1 62260054
tax civ. (0) 622172
andersonj@mail esmnes os m
alsrsiautonSpangta 092273717, tel DSN
e o 0 6512108 or () AT, GO

Stuttgart: Chariie Coon, CMR 423, Bo 465, APO AE 09107-0465;
e DSN 4212088 r ci. 0717232088 e-mail
coonc@mailestripes.05d.

Wirzburg: Steve Liewer. Tl o8 350508 r i 05014677001
fax civ. 0) 0931-700372; e-mail: iewers@nmail estipes osd.mil

Aiamp¥canz Ken Haris, o DS 31 6321652 or civ. )
0434-66-7652; second line DSN (314) 632-4222 or civ. (39)
0434-66-4222: e-mail- harisk@mail estripes osd.mil
aples Sadr oz nd Jason Chuc P 10, Box 56, £0 AE
06615, L. S §26-5157 or i L+39) 081 5685157 fx
DSN

626-5150 or civ. (+39) (081) 568-5150; e-mail
jontzs@mailestipes osd.mil chuﬂw@maﬂ estrpes osd.mil
SPAIN

Rota: Scatt Schonauer, PSC 819, Box 1, FPO AE 03645; tel. DSN
727-1099 of o ) 906) 82-1099;fax DSN 727-1084 or
civ. (+34) (95
e-mail: schonaueszma\\es!nDes osd.mil

UNITED KINGDOM
A Mol fonJersen, il 459 ECSS-UK, RAF Miderhall,
tel 8-4868 or civ. (+44) (0)
1633'544853 i (+M) m) T e,
e-mail: ensenr@mail estripes.osd.mil
WASHINGTON

.C.
Burea . Patic Dikson, 52 4t et W, Sue 350, Wsh-
inglon DC 20045-1301; el (+1) (202) 761-0859;
e-mail mcksow(bsmues osdmil
tss B, . (1) 109 621875, and oo Shane, 529
i S ot Washington DC 20045-1301; tl civ.
L o1 ot oy k080 &
burgessI@stipes.osdmil and shanel@stripes.osd.mi
Printed i Haly by Editice Telestampa
Strs and Stipes (USPS 017252) is published dally (ecept Chistmas
and New Year's) for 50 cents day and $1 Sunday by he tars and Stipes
crirl ofice, 529 Lh St WY, Sute 350, Wastingtan DC 20045-1301. Per-
rcal postae pad at Washingon, .. Pustmaster Send address changes
to European Stars and Stripes, Unt 23480, APO AE 03211
© Eurapean and Pacfic Stars and Stripes 2004

This newspaper is authorized for publication by the Department of De-
fense for members o the Millary Senvces overseas. However, the con

iment of Defense of the U.S. European Command. AS a DoD

newspaper, and STRIPES may be distibuted through official

s s use spprotte urds o dstabuto o rrle and st
overseas DoD persomne are ocate

The appearance of advertising in ths publicaton, including nserts or

roducts o services advertised

Products orsenvices advertsed in this publcaton shall be made avail-
able fo purchase, use, or paronage withou regard o race, cobor, elgon,
sex, nafonal origi, age, maitl status, physical handicap, poiica afiia
o, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron

STARS AND STRIPES WEB SITE: WWW.STRIPES.COM

LETTERS TO THE

MIDEAST EDITION -

Friday, December 17, 2004

EDITOR

Route Irish now safer

Route Irish, aka Airport Road, was fea-
tured in the Dec. 3 article “Mortar rounds
strike central Baghdad” (“Mortar rounds
hit Baghdad” European edition) that
billed it as “the most dangerous highway
in Iraq.”

While it is true that many anti-Iraqi forc-
es (AIF) attacks have occurred on this
stretch of highway during the past few
months, this unsubstantiated reporting re-
flects a gross lack of responsibility. In real-
ity, the number of attacks, and the unfortu-
nate number of personnel wounded and
killed, has plummetex

Contrary to the tabncated reality creat-
ed by the press, we are defeating the
enemy. Improvised explosive devices? Suc-
cessful detonations have virtually ceased.

Rocket-propelled grenade attacks? We
patrol so heavily that the enemy is forced
to “shoot and scoot” with such careless-
ness that they hit nothing.

Vehicle-borne improvised explosive de-
vices (VBIEDs)? The AIF has sent more
than 20 young men to die needlessly in sui-
cide attacks over the past month.

Due to the adaptability of our tactics,
techniques and procedures (TTPs), these
desperate measures resulted in few casual-
ties among coalition forces. These reduc-
tions are in direct correlation to the hard
work, ingenuity and sacrifice of the sol-
diers and leaders patrolling this piece of
asphalt, as well as the incorporation of the

Ps by convoys.

Trish is by no means a Sunday joyride;
however, to call it “the most dangerous
highway in Iraq” is creating a dangerous
misconception. Given the low success rate
and obvious importance that the enemy
has placed on Route Irish by launching ai-

So why would Stars and Stripes, a paper
that claims to care about soldiers, allow in-
accuracies such as those in the Associated
Press article to be published? Why would
Stars and Stripes make it harder for the
soldiers to make Iraq free by printing such
sensational garbage?

Capt. Mike Higgins
Baghdad

Hunting serves a purpose

Thank you, Stars and Stripes, from all
the personnel who will be unable to partici-
pate in this year’s hunting seasons for the
picture of the hunter on Dec. 3 (American
Roundup).

Despite what the letter writer thinks
(“Hunting photo unnecessary,” Dec. 11),
there are a lot of soldiers, sailors and air-
men who enjoy hunting. Although it is no
longer a matter of survival to hunt, it is
one of the privileges and rights that we
still have.

It is quite apparent | from the letter that
the writer has not participated in this activ-
ity and is uninformed about the whole pro-
cess. I suppose the writer would rather
have untold thousands of game animals
die the long, slow, agonizing death of star-
vation rather than have the chance for a
quick, merciful death. That is what hap-
pens when there is no control of their popu-
lations.

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

\ISISaNfax [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

Also, the letter writer should be aware
that a large percentage of funds that pro-
vide for wildlife management, to include
wetlands replenishment, comes from
these same terrible people who hunt. A
portion of every license sold goes to feder-
al programs that benefit wildlife and pro-
vide funding to preserve wilderness areas.

Stripes, please keep the outdoors-type
pictures — to include hunting and fishing
~— coming.

Dave (Dusty) Breisch
Wiirzburg, Germany

Hunting fights starvation

In response to “Hunting photo unneces-
sary” (letter, Dec. 11): Hunting saves hun-
dreds of deer each year from starving to
death in the snow during the winter
months. The deer population would grow
overwhelmingly high without controlled
deer hunting. With a high deer population
grows famine and disease.

For the letter writer: Perhaps further ed-
ucating yourself on the benefits of hunting
would have been best before ranting
against Stars and Stripes and thousands of
avid hunters.

Vanessa Rock
Hohenfels, Germany

Hospital staff was great

One year ago, I was diagnosed with
stage 3 breast cancer. Suddenly I was
more than just a wife, mother, daughter,
sister, teacher, colleague or friend. I was
also a statistic, one of the 1 in 8 American
women who will be diagnosed with breast
cancer in her lifetime.

1 knew that early detection was one of
the best defenses in surviving breast can-
cer. But I was busy and never got around
to making an appointment the year before.
When I finally made an appointment,
more than two years had passed since my
last mammogram.

The doctor felt a lump deep in my
breast. The mammogram confirmed what
the doctor had feared and I was scheduled
for what was to be the first of two lumpec-
tomies. Both tumors were cancerous.

My mastectomy was scheduled for Janu-

ary and all went well under the skilled

hands of Dr. (Lt. Col.) Richard E. Stan-

daert, but there was also cancer in five out

of the six lymph nodes that were removed.
ot good!

Then I began the months of chemothera-
py and, following that, radiation. The staff
at the Landstuhl Reglonal Medical Center
Oncology Department is wonderful. Dr.
(Maj.) Joseph M. Flynn and the nurses, Pa-
tricia A. Benedict and Vandalyn Y. McNul-
ty, to include Sgt. Cynthia A. Cone and
Spe. Christopher S. Chico, were always
professional, compassionate, caring and
fun. Yes, fun! It never became a place I
dreaded to go, and for that I will always be
grateful.

1 was blessed with incredible support
from my family, friends, colleagues and
students at Ramstein Intermediate School.
They gave me the strength I needed to
face this challenge.

lease, if you are a woman, perform
your monthly breast self-exams and get
your annual mammogram if you are over
40. Making time for yourself now will help
ensure that you have time for your family
for many years to come.
Darilyn Shaver
Ramstein, Germany

Inaccurate measurement

A reader in Heidelberg, Germany, was
upset about Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld turning to the corporate world
to run the military (“Rumsfeld a world
away on hire,” Dec. 3). In his letter, the
writer makes the statement that, in war,
“Success or failure is measured in the
number of body bags shipped home.”

In war, success or failure is measured
by how successfully one side or the other
accomplishes its goals. Applying the writ-
er’s measure of success, the Germans actu-
ally defeated Russia in World War IT be-
cause there were far more Russian casual-
ties than German casualties on the East-
ern Front, the Japanese won the war in
China between 1937-1945 because more
Chinese died than Japanese, and the Con-
federate States of America were victorious
over the United States during the Civil
War because the number of Confederate
dead “body bags shipped home” was less
than for the Union troops. Interesting theo-
Ty.

Jon Nylander
Yokosuka, Japan

Writing is on the wall

I believe the time has come to relegate
“Doonesbury” to the comics section. “Pea-
nuts” would be a suitable replacement for
the letters page. “Doonesbury” creator

Trudeau seems to keep asking him-
self: “How can 60 million Americans be so
stupid?”

The answer is that America does not
need to apologize to anyone, including
him. Guess what, real America has moral
values. Trudeau can’t seem to shake off
the trauma of being wrong. What's worse
is that he’s lost his sense of humor. Wrong
combination for a cartoonist.

It’s time for “Doonesbury” to PCS.

Charles Cavill
Tokyo

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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U.S. military equipped with outspoken GIs

dward Lee Pitts deserves a Pu-
litzer Prize. And Thomas Wilson
should geta Silver Star.

Pitts is the reporter from the
Chattanooga (Tenn.) Times Free Press
who last week infiltrat-
ed Donald Rumsfeld’s
troops-only “town
meeting” in Kuwait
and planted a ques-
tion about the insuffi-
ciency of defensive
equipment in the

Traqi theater.

A Tennessee Nation-
al Guardsman, Wil-
son, served as Pitts’
mouthpiece. He stood
up and demanded to
know if the secretary
of defense was aware that some American
units had to scavenge for protective armor
and what did Rumsfeld plan to do about it.

A Pentagon spokesman initially de-
nounced Pitts and Wilson for breaking the
rules of journalistic engagement. But the
question hit a nerve and drew cheers from
the audience.

Most of these meet-the-secretary events
are meaningless morale sessions, but this
was different. Wilson’s fellow Guardsmen
cheered him not only for raising a trou-
bling question but for having the brass to
doit.

Rumsfeld, to his credit, handled the ques-
tion pretty well. His reply — you go to war
with the army you have, not the army
you'd like to have — was blunt but honest.
So was his admission that no amount of

Tev Chafets

armor will save every single soldier.
Rumsfeld’s critics are now assailing him
for sounding crass. But a certain amount of
hardheartedness goes with his job, espe-
cially in wartime. Rumsfeld is in charge of
spending American lives in the pursuit of
victory. Thats a heavy burden.
Hand-wringing and false tears don’t help.
Still, there is a limit to even Rumsfeld’s
candor. The secretary of defense didn’t
say, as he could rightly have, that the U.S.
Army sends its troops into combat with fan-
tastic technological advantages. Anyone
who was a soldier even a decade ago mar-
vels at the equipment American soldiers
have, from night-fighting gear to comput-
ers, from protective Kevlar to
state-of-the-art scopes. When the U.S. mili-
tary goes up against Arab insurgents — or
the Iraqi army — there is simply no com-

it should be. War isn’t a game.
Fairness isn't a goal.

On the contrary, the whole point is to
gain an overwhelming advantage.

Despite its shortcomings, the Pentagon
has largely done that job. By any standard
short of perfection, American troops are as-
tonishingly well-provisioned and equipped
— a fact attested to by the relative ease
with which they win their battles.

It's worth remembering, though, that
great hardware is not the only explanation
for American military superiority. Democ-
racy, it turns out, is not simply the most
pleasant form of government. It is also the
most ruthlessly efficient — especially in
wartime.

Within hours of the Rumsfeld town meet-

ing, the entire American media set up a
hue and cry about what’s missing in the
Iraqi theater. After initial sputtering about
alack of resources, the Pentagon (inspired
no doubt by an embarrassed secretary of
defense) started talking about stepping up
production of armored vehicles at home
and greater attention to the safety of troops
in the field.

This kind of public-driven improvement
doesn’t take place in the armies of Ameri-
ca’s adversaries, which are led by friends

Ta el

and relatives of dictators. Loyalty, not com-
petence, is what counts in those armies. Sol-
diers who ask questions are punished. Sol-
diers like Thomas Wilson who ask them
publicly are shot (if they’re lucky). Same
ﬁ)r cheeky reporters like Edward Lee

Guys like Pitts and Wilson keep the Pen-
tagon and the generals honest. In the end,
they are a source of American military
strength no less than the extra armored ve-
hicles that will — th: — be mov-
ing down the assembly line for Iraq.

Zev Chafets is a New York Daily News columnist.

With Internet, ‘permanent record’ no idle threat

BY EDWARD WASSERMAN

t was a little matter, but the implica-

tions were big. Some years ago a stu-

dent at a small college was inter-

viewed for an undergraduate report-
ing project on weapons. (Both student and
school shall go unnamed here.) He was
brash and foolish, and he bragged about his
collection, which he liked to keep close at
hand. He was quoted at length; he sounded
like a jerk. The article was posted on a de-
partmental Web site.

Now, years later, it can be unearthed in-
stantly by anybody with Internet access. If
you Google the kid’s name, the first entry
that pops up makes him sound like Travis
Bickel from “Taxi Driver.” Hire him? A pro-
spective employer would more likely call se-
curity. So the alumnus appealed to the
school to help.

Which it can’t, even if it wanted to. The
feathers are out of the pillow, the toothpaste
out of the tube. An incalculable number of
copies of that item lurk on the Internet.
There’s even a vast Invisible Web where
dead Web sites live on. Expunging the
record isn’t an option.

Such is the Internet’s underside: an inca-
pacity to forget. In cyberspace, information
has two qualities that it has never quite had
before: It is imperishable — and it is univer-
sally accessible. The combination has a dis-
turbing potential that the usual norms of
news media, which create so much informa-
tion, never anticipated.

For reasons of law and custom, the media
traditionally insist on a fairly clean distinc-
tion between public and private. They ac-
cept restrictions on poaching in the private
sphere. But they insist that they’re entitled
to report on anything that’s “public.”

Fortunately, that’s a right, not a reality.
As a practical matter, much of what’s techni-

cally public remains effectively private —
from your age to the juicy details of your di-
vorce, from how many cars you own to what
your house is worth. Even police records:
All but a tiny fraction of arrests go unpubli-
cized to the wider world. Maybe that’s bad.
But maybe that makes it easier for people to
go forth and sin no more.

So we're used to dwelling, most of us, in a
zone of relative obscurity, and not just with
personal data. Within limits we could mess
up — streak across campus, tear down the
goalposts, get into a barroom punch-up —
and even if it made the local paper, our sins
would be soon forgotten. That “permanent
record” we were warned about has largely
been a phantom.

Not any longer. The comfort of relative ob-
scurity is giving way to the glare of immedi-
ate accessibility.

Elements can be saved. Governments can
enact Web-access rules to public databases.

Colleges can decide that the young should
be able to make fools of themselves with im-
punity, and withhold student chronicles
from the Net.

But the news media exist to make things
public. The real challenge is theirs, because
the Internet fundamentally challenges
some of the basics of what news is.

Take the assumption that news is about in-
forming people right now.

No longer. Now news is indistinguishable
from archive. With every deadline, news-
rooms are building a globally accessible
store of information that’s here for keeps. It
better be right. That means mistakes must
be fixed zealously, no matter how long ago
the original report ran, even if nobody com-
plains. Those papers may be landfill, but the
error is still hanging there in cyberspace,
fresh as ever, wrong as can be.

Likewise, consider follow-through: How
can you report an arrest without ever noting

that the charges were dropped and the de-
fendant acquitted? Routine neglect like that
was tolerable only because we assumed that
the matter would soon be forgotten. But
nothing i forgotten that way now. On the In-
ternet, that arrested person will remain
under a cloud forever.

In the disturbing sci-fi movie “Strange
Days,” technology enables raw experience
to be recorded. Not just pictures and sound,
but sensation and emotion, can be played
back. Our jilted hero keeps replaying — lit-
erally reliving — the thrill of a doomed af-
fair. The result is that he never gets over his
ex. The memory never fades.

There is a mercy to forgetfulness, just as
there is to averting our eyes. The Internet
gives us a great deal, but it is destroying
both options, and we have no ready way to
restore those vanishing mercies.

Edward Wasserman is Knight professor of journalism
ethics at Washington and Lee University in Lexing-
ton, Va. He wrote this column for The Miami Herald.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Atghan special police seize 15 tons of opium

Anti-narcotics task force makes one of largest raids as part of country-wide crackdown

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A spe-
cial anti-narcotics task force has
raided drug laboratories in east-
ern Afghanistan, seizing more
than 15 tons of opium as part of
President Hamid Karzai’s crack-
down on what he calls the coun-
try’s biggest threat, officials said
Thursday.

That amount of opium, one of
the largest confiscations in recent
years, could have been refined

into about 1%: tons of heroin. U.N.
surveys estimate Afghanistan ac-
counted for three-quarters of the
world’s opium last year.

The raids took place Wednes-
day in Nangarhar province’s
Achin district, an Interior Minis-
try statement said, adding that Af-
ghan Special Narcotics Force
agents also destroyed 24 opium
presses that are used to refine the
drug. They also seized three tons
of chemicals used to process
opium into heroin and five AK-47
assault rifles.

But no arrests were made as the
labs’ operators apparently fled
Jjust before the operation began.

“This is a legitimate action ...
destroy the drug economy in Af-
ghanistan,” Interior Minister Ali
Jalali said. “This operation is a
proven example for other growers
or traffickers that from now on,
the government of Afghanistan is
committed to destroying the drug
economy.

Anol.her bust last week yielded
nearly two tons of opium.

Karzai said in his Dec. 6 inaugu-

ral address that the country’s
‘booming drug economy — estimat-
ed to account for 60 percent of
gross domestic product — will be
the top priority in his fresh
five-year term. He said it is linked
to terrorism and called it a bigger
threat than the Taliban and
al-Qaida insurgents who mount al-
most daily attacks in the country-
side.

The United Nations has warned
that the exploding narcotics indus-
try is turning the impoverished
country into a “narco-state.”

“Without substantial progress
in addressing the sources of inse-
curity, reconstruction efforts and
the establishment of viable state
institutions will continue to falter,
and the economy may well be sub-
sumed by the illicit drugs indus-
try,” UN. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said earlier this month.
Afghan and British officials pre-
paring a crackdown on Afghani-
stan’s booming illegal narcotics in-
dustry have begun training a legal
task force for special courts they
hope will begin jailing heroin and
opium kingpins within months.

Indonesia
police officers
take guard
Wednesday
during security
checks at the
entrance of the
Jakarta Hilton
Hotel in
Indonesia.
Five foreign
governments
issued warn-
ings, saying
terrorists are
ready to carry
out attacks
against
Western
targets.

AP

Hotels in Indonesia tighten security

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Hilton
hotels in Indonesia tightened se-
curity Thursday at their three
properties after authorities or-
dered a nationwide security
crackdown following warnings
from foreign governments that
terrorists were preparing to
launch attacks against Western
targets.

Australia’s warning was unusu-
ally specific, saying it had “credi-
ble information” that terrorists
could be targeting the Hilton
Hotel chain in the country. The
United States, Britain, New
Zealand and Japan also issued
warnings but did not mention spe-
cific targets.

At the Hilton in Jakarta, police

armed with automatic weapons

stood guard next to Christmas
trees hung with tinsel, searching
bags and checking cars. Hotel offi-
cials said they had not seen a
mass exodus of guests, but that
some groups had canceled func-
tions.

Suspected al-Qaida-linked mili-
tants have launched three bloody
bombings on Western targets in
the world’s most populous Mus-
lim nation in the past three years.

Despite scores of arrests, local
police and foreign governments
have repeatedly warned more at-
tacks were likely. Several coun-
tries warn their citizens not to
travel to the country at all.

“We are doing our utmost to in-
crease our vigilance,” said Jakar-
ta police spokesman Ciptono, who

goes by a single name. “In light of
the threat, the national police
chief has ordered the Christmas
and New Year's security opera-
tion, which was supposed to start
Saturday, to begin immediately.”

“The U.S. Embassy reminds
Americans that the _terrorist
threat in Indonesia continues and
may increase over the holiday pe-
riod,” the U.S. Embassy said in an
e-mail to expatriate Americans.

Jakarta has complained that ad-
visories are unfair in light of the
global nature of terrorism, and
that the panic they cause gives
the terrorists a victory.

Hilton International Indone-
sia’s chief operating officer Nizar
Sungkar said Thursday he was
“surprised” by Canberra’s warn-
ing, but said that security at all
the chain’s hotels had been tight-
ened.

BY JONATHAN FOWLER
The Associated Press

GENEVA — Governments
must brace for a future flu out-
break because one will strike in-
evitably, the World Health Orga-
nization said Wednesday.

“Influenza pandemics are nat-
ural phenomenon, like earth-
quakes,” said Klaus Stohr, coor-
dinator of the global flu pro-
gram at the WHO.

Influenza is highly contagious
and has killed millions over the
past 100 years. It has traditional-
ly moved in cycles, and some sci-
entists say a major outbreak is
already overdue.

The 1918-1919 Spanish Flu
outbreak killed up to 40 million
people around the world, many
more than World War I. There
also were major outbreaks in
1957-58 and 1968-1969 that
Killed more than a million peo-
ple each. The most virulent
strains hit about every 30 years.

‘WHO has warned that 7 mil-
lion could die in a new outbreak
and that governments must do
more to prepare — and try to
cut the death toll.

“We're living on borrowed
time,” said Stohr. “But that
gives us a chance to do things
we should perhaps have done be-
fore.”

Besides developing vaccines
to combat new, potentially dead-
ly flu strains, health authorities
worldwide must boost surveil-
lance, said WHO. The agency
also called for better emergency

Governments must
brace for future flu
outbreak, WHO says

plans that can be put in place
fast if there is a pandemic —
with clear quarantine rules and
screening of departing passen-
gers at airports, for example.

“Vaccines are often men-
tioned as the first line, but they
are not,” said Stohr.

The three flu pandemics that
hit in the last century, and the
ones that came before them,
spread around the world before
health officials had the chance
to even identify the strain — let
alone make and distribute vac-
cines to combat it.

Fears of a new global out-
break have been spurred by last
year’s epidemic of severe acute
respiratory syndrome, or SARS,
which struck hardest in Asia.
The flu-like disease killed near-
ly 800 people worldwide.

Worries also have been
stoked by bird flu, which swept
through farms across Asia this
year, ravaging the poultry indus-

ry as more than 100 million
blrds were culled in an effort to
stop the spread of the virus.

‘The disease also jumped to hu-
mans, killing 12 people in Thai-
land and 20 in Vietnam. There is
no concrete evidence yet of
human-to-human _transmission,
but experts fear the virus could
mutate to a form that could
spread among humans, spark-
ing the next global pandemic.

also wants govern-
ments to boost cooperation be-
tween medical and veterinary
authorities because of fears that
animal flu could jump the spe-
cies barrier.

Friends watch as two great white sharks attack and kill 18-year-old surfer

The Associated Press

ADELAIDE, Australia — Two
great white sharks attacked and
killed a surfer while his friends
watched in horror Thursday off a
popular beach in the southern
Australian city of Adelaide, au-
thorities said.

The 18-year-old man had fallen
from a surfboard being towed by
a power boat when the sharks at-
tacked off West Beach midafter-

noon, South Australia state Sea
Rescte Squadron spokesman
Fraser Bell said.

One shark tore the victim in
half and the second shark took
the remains, witnesses said.

Two of the three 16-year-old
boys who were in the tow boat wit-
nessed the attack and received
medical treatment for shock.

Police and state emergency ser-
vices said there had been no sign

of the victim or the sharks since
the midafternoon attack despite
extensive searches of the coast.

Bell said the sharks, also
known as white pointers, were be-
tween 15 and 17 feet long. They at-
tacked about 250 yards from a
crowded beach.

“He fell off the surfboard and
the shark appeared and took

im,” Bell told reporters.

A woman on the beach who was

not named told Seven Network
television the shark that led the at-
tack “caught his left arm and took
him around the boat and then an-
other shark has come in and they
just took him to pieces.”

The group of four friends, all
from Adelaide, had been on the
water for just 30 minutes before
the attack.

Asked if there were any chance
the victim had survived, Bell re-

plied, “None whatsoever.”

State police chief _inspector
David Lufty said beaches in the
area would remain closed as the
search continued for the killer
sharks.

The tragedy is the second
shark fatality in Australian wa-
ters within a week.

A 38-year-old man was killed
by a shark while spearing fish on
the Great Barrier Reef off north-
cast Australia on Saturday.
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Goats returned

CORINTH — A man

who tried to care for
more than 300 goats and
had some of the animals liv-

ing in his house with him
has had animals that were
seized from him returned
and won permission to
move them out of state. %

Chris Weathersbee,

64, pleaded guilty to ani-

mal cruelty and two

other charges as

part of a plea bargain that called
for the return of the seized goats
and the removal of his herd to east-
ern Kentucky.

Weathersbee said he has hired a
livestock trucking company and
plans to leave soon for a Kentucky
farm, where he expects the ani-
mals to be used on a vegeta-
tion-management project.
Homeless celebration

SAN ANTONIO — Central
Texas’ homeless and needy
are not forgotten for the holidays,
with thousands treated to food and
gifts under an Interstate 35 bridge.

The event, for the second time in
its 10-year history, included a brief
tribute to homeless people in San
Antonio who died during the year.

Organized by the San Antonio
Area Homeless Action Coalition
and the city’s Community Initia-
tive Department, the “Christmas
Under the Bridge” attracted an es-
timated 2,000 people, including
about 200 volunteers, said Maria
Ramirez, a program manager with

the city’s community action divi-
sion.

Treadmill world record

ARLINGTON — Michael

Wardian knew he was going

places, even if only on the tread-
ill.

The local runner beat a rather
unusual world record by more
than seven minutes, running a
26.2-mile marathon on the exer-
cise machine.

It’s hard enough to run that dis-
tance out in the open, but Wardian
— who qualified for the Olympic
trials this year — set a time of
2:23:58. The previous record was
2:31:04, according to “The Book of
Alternative Records.”

Naughty business

WEST COVINA — Always

wanted to leave a lump of
coal in some Scrooge’s Christmas
stocking? Then Alec Nystrom has a
deal for you.

The 11-year-old boy is selling

lumps of coal for 50 cents each in
front of his West Covina home. So
far, he says, he’s raked in about
$100.
Alec got the idea after his father,
Roy, told him how his parents al-
ways warned him he’d receive a
lump in his Christmas stocking if
he wasn’t good.

Alec’s father is an artist who
often uses coal in his work, so the
boy had a ready supply to sell.

Alec said he hopes to sell enough
lumps of coal this holiday season to
buy a dirt bike.

Tree thief

ST. LOUIS — Organizers

of a Christmas tree sale
supporting youth hockey pro-
grams figured that a tree or two
might get swiped from their out-
door lot after-hours.

ROUNDUP

What they hadn’t counted on
was someone stealing more than
90 Christmas trees or the random
acts of kindness that followed.

Others in the area have stepped
forward, dropping off additional
trees or donating money since last
weekend’s theft.

Tire tracks on a nearby field
were the only clue about how the
trees, worth about $3,000, were
taken.

Proceeds from the Christmas
tree sale were supposed to pay for
improvements at a community ice
rink, she said.

0

I not apologizing
RENO — State Controller
Kathy Augustine remains

unapologetic after becoming the

only elected official in Nevada his-
tory to be i and convict-

him up for sale, said
he did not find the
posting funny.

The ad for Judge Jer-
ald R. Klein, accusing
him of miscarrying jus-
tice, depicted him sitting
in the courtroom, smiling.

The judge said he was
“outraged” by the posting,
which eBay took down within
about 90 minutes of finding out
about it.

The ad, titled “Judge for
Sale,” was posted by Janet
Schoenberg, the disgruntled liti-
gant in a landlord-tenant dispute in
New York City Civil Court who
said Klein was mishandling the
case and that she exhausted other
ways of drawing attention to her
case.

She maintained, however, that
she meant the ad as a joke. “I
didn’t expect anybody to actually
bid on this,” she said. “It was sat-
ire, it was parody.”

After four days, the best offer for
the judge was $127.50.

Senator out of race

PHOENIX — State Senate

President Ken Bennett says
he won’t run for governor in 2006.
Bennett, a Republican, said he’s
shelving his earlier consideration
of a run for the office now held by
Gov. Janet Napolitano, a Demo-
crat. At least two other prominent
Republicans have said they may
run for governor.

ed of malfeasance in office. She re-
turned to the Capitol to complete
her remaining two years. She told
the Reno Gazette-Journal that
she’s eager to resume her political
career and won't rule out a con-
gressional campaign in 2006. She
admitted violating state ethics
laws and was fined $15,000.

Judge offered on eBay
NEW YORK — A Manhat-
tan housing court judge,

whose picture was posted in an ad-

vertisement on eBay as putting

Tubular Christmas

George Wenderoth, of Wayne, N.1.,
front, this year's oldest tuba player
at 82 years old, plays along with
more than 400 tuba players from
across the United States in the
31st annual “Merry Tuba Christ-

as” performance in New York's
Rockefeller Center.

calories cut

ATLANTA — The state De-

partment of Corrections is
cutting the average number of calo-
ries female prisoners may con-
sume each day by about 20 percent
to 2,472. The policy doesn’t affect
male inmates who still get about
3,000 calories. Critics say the poli-
cy discriminates. The National
Academy of Science recommends
roughly 2,200 calories per day for
teenage girls and active women.

Persuading constituents

CLEVELAND Mayor

Jane Campbell is trying to
sell Ohio voters on casino gam-
bling after they've already reject-
ed two such referendums. Camp-
bell is pitching a plan that would
allow cities to decide whether to
build a casino, rather than relying
on a yes or no vote to legalize gam-
bling in Ohio. Supporters must
gather more than 330,000 signa-
tures from registered voters to
place the issue on the November
2005 ballot.

Mail bomb sentence

ERIE — A man was sen-

tenced to five years in feder-
al prison for mailing a bomb made
out of matches, gunpowder and a
mousetrap to a man dating his
ex-girlfriend.

Authorities said no one was in-
jured by the bomb sent by Robert
Reichard, 44, of Edinboro. The
man who received it in November
2003 took it to state police and a
bomb squad blew it apart with a
‘water cannon.

Investigators linked Reichard to
the package partly because a letter
accompanying it contamed the
same misspelling — “no” instead
of “know” — as letters and threat-
ening e-mails he had previously
sent to his former girlfriend and
her new boyfriend.

A Siberian tiger named

Under mom’s Watchful eye Sinda ot o o ot

her cubs sit behind a tree at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky. It was the
first day the cubs were available for public viewing.

Carlos Sandoval sits on top of a football
goal post as the sun sets in Hyrum, Utah.
Sandoval said that he climbed the goal post while waiting to meet some
friends.

Just hanging out
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Chris Pemam 18, Ie!!v and Andrey Melkonyanv 19, both students at Lees—McRae College,
ride their makeshift sled down a snow-covered hill on the campus in Banner Elk, N.C.

Winter fun

: Team coach Dave McNamara works in the pit area on a robot with the
Pink lady engineers all-girls team A.F.A. Engineers from Amherst Middle School, in brightly
colored wigs, during the New Hampshire state finals of the FIRST LEGO League held at Nashua High School
North in Nashua, N.H.

Children dressed in traditional costume march in the procession leading to Mass
during the Festival of Our Lady of Guadalupe at the Robeson County fairgrounds near

Holiday march

Fayetteville, N.C.

Prenatal help on way

RICHMOND — Virginia is

among five states awarded
federal grants to help doctors and
nurses identify women who suffer
depression while pregnant and
after giving birth.

Perinatal depression “is some-
thing women try to hide,” said
Mary Zoller, a policy analyst for
the state Department of Health’s
Division of Women’s and Infants’
Health. “They are ashamed of it.

“You have this baby, and it is
supposed to be a wonderful thing,
but they are not feeling good about
it. Women may be reluctant to ask
for help.”

Virginia will use its $250,000
grant from the U.S. Human Re-
sources and Services Administra-
tion to develop a Web-based train-
ing tool on perinatal depression.

This type of depression has re-
ceived attention in recent years be-
cause of high-profile cases in
which mothers Killed their young
children. In 2001, Andrea Yates of
Texas drowned her five children
in a bathtub and her attorney ar-
gued she suffered from postpar-
tum psychosis.

Dangerous stockpile

ERIE — An alleged militia
leader who authorities
claimed built a bunker on his land
and stockpiled weapons for a show-
down with federal agents was sen-
tenced to nearly 3 years in prison.

George Bilunka, 60, pleaded
guilty in August to possessing un-
registered firearms — two home-
made land mines, a modified rifle
and a homemade machine gun.

He also acknowledged that he
and another alleged militia leader
sold a copy of a Sten gun — a Brit-
ish-made World War IT 9 mm ma-
chine gun — to an undercover fed-
eral agent for $300.

Jesus statue vandalized

KNOXVILLE — A marble

statue of the infant Jesus
and his mother that stands in front
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Knoxville was vandalized, authori-
ties said.

Someone cut off the baby’s head
and arms and doused the stumps
in red paint. The vandal or vandals
also threw the baby’s head through
a glass door, scrawled an up-
side-down cross on Mary’s robe
and covered her face with paint.

“In this season, when we're get-
ting ready for the birth of Christ, to
have these two 1mages defaced
and destroyed like this is disturb-
ing,” said the Rev. Vann Johnston,
apriest in the diocese.

Arrest shocking

SAN FRANCISCO — Hans

Aaland has for years been
Livermore’s living oddity — riding
a 12-foot-tall unicycle in a jester
hat, passing out protest leaflets, ad-
dressing the City Council on the
“beauty of the community,” and
spouting revelations from God.

The 46-year-old man had a few
run-ins with the law as well, but
some people who know him say
they were shocked nonetheless by
his arrest on suspicion of killing
his father.

Police say Aaland smothered his
father, Kristian Aaland, as the fa-
ther slept in the bedroom of the
home he shared with his son and
wife. Hans Aaland told his mother

what he had done, left a confession
note full of biblical quotations and
walked away from the home, po-
lice said.

Kristian Aaland, 80, an eccentric
former scientist at the Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory
who buried a boxcar in his front
yard as a bomb shelter during the
Cold War, was found dead after his
wife called for help, said police
Sgt. Jim Suibielski.

Two injured by boulder

KAPOLEI — Two people

were injured when a boul-
der from a quarry rolled down a
hillside and collided with their
sport utility vehicle on the H-1 free-
way in West Oahu.

The boulder, measuring five feet
across, landed in the westbound
lanes of the freeway near the
Makakilo offramp.

Grace Pacific Corp. said the boul-
der was accidentally dislodged by
a bulldozer widening a berm at its
Makakilo quarry site.

‘The man and woman in the SUV
suffered leg injuries, according to
Capt. Kenison Tejada, a Honolulu
Fire Department spokesman.

They were taken to The Queen’s
Medical Center in serious condi-
tion, but were later upgraded to
fair condition.

Bear chokes to death

ABILENE — One of the two

American black bears at
the Abilene Zoo died after appar-
ently choking on a piece of meat.

Boo Boo’s body was found after
the bears were fed. Once the sec-
ond bear, Teddy, 13, was moved,
the zoo staff made a quick examina-
tion and confirmed that Boo Boo, 9,
had died.

Dr. Clay Hilton, the zoo's consult-
ing veterinarian, said Boo Boo
must have eaten quickly and regur-
gitated a large, unchewed piece of
meat that lodged in his windpipe.

Boo Boo was known for his
never-ending quest for snacks and
his cool dips in a pond.

Slaughter violations

RALEIGH — State agricul-

ture officials say they have
found two major butchering opera-
tions this year where animals were
slaughtered outdoors, either by the
landowner or by his customers,
and sold.

Both those cases will be criminal-
ly prosecuted, at least one as a felo-
ny, a rare event for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Officials say
they had one similar case in each
of the two previous years, and both
were handled with fines.

State inspectors say immigrants,
many of whom don’t know about
state laws regulating food, are
pushing the demand for illegal
butchering.

Bed donations

MINNETONKA — The

Radisson Hotel chain is
donating its old beds as it installs
90,000 new ones throughout its
system in the United States, Cana-
da and the Caribbean. The beds,
‘mostly one and two years old, will
be donated to nonprofit agencies
that will take at least 200. Nearly
half of the beds have been spoken
for. The company is switching to
the new beds over the next two
years.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Bracco follows ‘Sopranos’ pipeline

Lorraine Bracco will be the next star of “The Sopra-
nos” to moonlight on a “Law & Order” drama.

Bracco, who plays mobster Tony Soprano’s psychia-
trist on the HBO show, has been cast as an ambitious law-
yer on the upcoming “Law & Order:
Trial by Jury” on NBC, a series
spokeswoman said Tuesday

Michael Imperioli, who plays a So-
prano relative, is appearing in the
final four episodes of “Law & Order”
this season, while Robert Iler, who
plays Tony Soprano’s son, was on
“Law & Order: Special Victims Unit”
last year.

Edie Falco played a defense law-
yer on “Law & Order” before star-
Ting in “The Sopranos.”

“Law & Order: Trial by Jury,” the
fourth in the “Law & Order” franchise, stars Bebe Neu-
wirth and Jerry Orbach.

Bracco’s episode will film in January; the series will
debut in early 2005, but an air date has yet to be an-
nounced.

Bracco

Dude looks like a granddad

Steven Tyler is now, gasp, a grandfather.

Liv Tyler, daughter of the Aerosmith lead singer and
model Bebe Buell, gave birth to a son in Manhattan on
Tuesday, Us Weekly magazine reported.

“They are both doing great,” Tyler’s publicist, Stephen
Huvane, told The Associated Press on Wednesday. He
said the baby hadn’t yet been named.

The 27-year-old actress is married to Royston Langdon
of the band Spacehog. The two tied the knot in March
2003.

Tyler played the elf princess Arwen in “The Lord of the
Rings” trilogy. Her screen credits also include “Jersey
Girl” and “Armageddon.”

Honck CRpy

has an auto
Singer Whitney Houston rear-ended an Alpharetta,
Ga.,, city bus in with her sports car,
but no one was hurt, police said.

The accident happened Wednes-
day afternoon as Houston was mak-
ing a left turn, said Sgt. Chris Lager-
bloom.

The bus sustained minor damage.
The bumper of Houston’s Porsche
was mangled but the singer was not
injured.

She was given acitation for failure
toyield, a

Houston lives with her husband,
R&B singer Bobby Brown, near the
suburb of Alpharetta, about 25 miles north of Atlanta.

Y
Houston

Kournikova quite possibly married

Is the knot really tied this time?

Anna Kournikova and Enrique Ig-
lesias were married in Puerto Vallar-
ta, Mexico, a few weeks ago, Us
Weekly magazine reports.

“Everything is awesome. We are
married,” the magazine quotes
Kournikova as saying at a charity ten-
nis event in Florida on Sunday.

Ivy Mollenkamp, Kournikova's
publicist, refused Tuesday to con-
firm or deny the Us Weekly story,
saying, “We never comment on her
personal life.” Iglesias’ representa-
tive, Stacy Boniello, also had no com-

"~ Kournikova

ment.

Court officials in charge of regis-
tering marriages in Puerto Vallarta
and neighboring Nuevo Vallarta said
they had no record of such a wed-
ding. But the former tennis pro and
the Latin pop star could have had a
religious wedding, which would not
be legally recognued in Mexico.

Kournikova, 23, is no stranger to
wedding drama. There have been nu-
merous reports in the past few
months that she and Iglesias, 29, al-
ready were married. And she was
briefly married to Russian hockey player Sergei Fedorov
in 2001, though at the time she denied it.

Iglesias

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Members of the music group Destiny’s Child pose at the Rhigha Royal Hotel in New York last month. From left are
Beyonce Knowles, Michelle Williams and Kelly Rowland.

Destiny’s calling

Pop trio still together after taking time off for solo work

BY NEKESA MUMBI MOODY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK
ooking back at breakups of some of the great pop
groups, the beginning of the end can often be traced
to two words: “solo project.”

So when Beyonce — already the magnet of Destiny’s
Child — catapulted to superslardnm lasl t year w with her tri-

In Dove,” many predicted the demlse of lhe best-selling
girl group.

The trio is happy to prove the skeptics wrong. Though
Beyonce's solo hits are still lingering on the charts and
radio, Destiny’s Child — Beyonce, Kelly Rowland and
Michelle Williams — have re-
united for “Destiny Fulfilled,”
their first album in three
years. With their new hit sin-
gle, the sexy dance track “Lose
My Breath,” the women are
picking up where they left off:
on top of the charts.

“It feels wonderful being
back. I know one thing that we
really love is just the camaraderie all over again,” says Row-
land, as she and her bandmates sprawl on oversized chairs
in a hotel suite during a day of interviews and photo shoots.

‘While the album is being billed as a reunion, the women
say they never stopped working as a unit — even during Be-
yonce’s breakout year.

“People said that they broke up, but we appeared at the
BET Awards together! Destiny’s Child still had appearanc-
es together that we did, and people kept saying, ‘They ain’t
together.’ We we're like, “Jerk, you just saw s, ” says Will-
iams, as the group dissolves in laughter.

“Well, if we broke up, we were still friends!”

Friendship aside, critics are still pondering why the
group decided to regroup, given the diverging interests of
each member.

Rowland has had moderate success with acting and her
own solo debut, 2002’s “Simply Deep”; Williams released
two gospel albums and starred in Broadway’s “Aida.”

So why release another Destiny’s Child album? “Well,
why not?” retorts Beyonce — pleasant, but still peeved at
the suggestion. “I mean, Destiny’s Child has sold millions
of records, had so much success, and it goes far beyond the
success we had as a group. We're friends, and we made a

&k People kept saying, ‘They ain’t
together.” We we’re like, ‘Jerk,
you just saw us.’¥y

commitment to each other. We made a wmmllmenl to our
fans. And we were all looking forward to it.”

There’s no denying Destiny’s Child’s success. Since their
1997 debut, they became one of the best-selling girl groups
of all time, racking up numerous hits, including “Say My
Name,” “Independent Women (Part IT)” and “Bootylicious.”

What’s most clear now is their development into young
women. On “Destiny Fulfilled,” their earlier sexy-but-inno-
cent tone has disappeared. The first single taiks about a
guy that can’t keep up in bed, and other songs have a sexu-
al, but not graphic, tone.

“It touches on a more sensual side of Destiny’s Child be-
cause we never talked about that. Now that we're older,
we're more comfortable with it,” says Beyonce.

“I think they’re more mature now,” says Rodney Jer-
kins, who produced “Lose My
Breath” along with some of
their earlier material. “They
feel like they can talk about
stuff that before they were too
young to talk about. I think
that's the place that they’re at.
It's not raunchy, but sexy.”

esides sex, there’s also an
emphasis this time around on
group parity. Beyonce is no longer the focal point visually

—_ she’s rarely photographed now in the middle, like the
old days. And while Beyonce’s reputation as an emerging
musical wi she was a writer-prod
er not only on her own album, but 2001’s “Survivor” —
she’s brags that comrades are branching out musically as
well.

“Now, they’re so much more comfortable, and they're
not afraid to hum the melody that it’s in their head, or say
the lyrics or whatever is coming in their head, which be-
fore they were way more shy about it,” says Beyonce,
beaming like a mother hen. “They've just blossomed. It’s al-
most like different people. It took us kind of being away
from each other and having to really focus on ourselves in-
dividually to grow.”

What is clear is the trio’s strong friendship. Even if Be-
yonce’s star has shone brightest, starring in several movies
and dating rap superstar Jay-Z, one would be hard-pressed
to detect any jealousy or dissension. Even Jerkins was
struck by their closeness.

“I've worked with so many different artists,” he says,
“[and] it just shows — their togetherness, their friendli-
ness. As much as Beyonce is a superstar, it's still a group.”

Michelle Williams
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FCC OKs Internet access
on commercial airplanes

Research will determine future of cell phones on jets

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Federal voted

Vice on commercial jets, only Verizon Airfone re-
mains. It has phones on about 1,500 jets.
The FCC approved a measure to restructure how

“airt d4”

to give airline 4 In-
ternet connections while they fly.

The unanimous vote by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission means air travelers could be surf-
ing the Web by 2006.

“If there is a theme for this meeting, it is that we
want [new technologies] on the land, in the air, and on
the sea” FCC Chairman Michael Powell said. “We are
pushing the frontiers in order to bring the information
age to all corners of the world.”

The FCC also voted to solicit comments from the
public about ending the ban on in-flight use of cell
phones. Among the issues to consider are whether pas-
sengers want to be surrounded by phone conversa-

tions.

“The ability to communicate is a vital one, but good
cell phone etiquette is also essential,” Commissioner
Jonathan Adelstein said. “Our job is to see if this is
posslb]e and then let consumers work out the eti-
quett

Da\nd Stempler, president of the Air Travelers As-
sociation, a passenger advocacy group, said allowing
Internet access would “make business travelers more
efficient and while away the time for a lot of other pas-
sengers. This is all the wave of the future here.”

Currently, the only way passengers on domestic
flights can communicate with the ground is through
phones usually built into the seat backs. That service
isn't very popular: It costs far more than conventional
or cell phones — about $3.99 a minute — and the re-
ception often is poor.

Of the three companies that initially offered that ser-

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

for s ices are
used and allow the alrlmes to offer wireless
high-speed Internet connections.

Left undecided was the issue of how many compa-
nies the FCC would allow, through an auction, to offer
such services. Verizon Airfone maintains that letting
one company handle the service would ensure the
best quality. FCC officials said the auction would take
place within a year.

Once plans are completed and planes outfitted with
the equipment, high-speed Internet access might be
found on commercial domestic flights by 2006, said
Jack Blumenstein, chairman and CEO of Louisville,
Colo.-based AirCell.

'he time line on when air travelers would be able to
start using cell phones in flight is murkier, in part be-
cause both the FCC and the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration ban the practice.

The FCC took up the issue Wednesday in an effort
to start public discussion, and commissioners might
eventually relax the rules or lift the ban entirely. Of
most concern to FCC officials is how using a cell
phone in an airplane would interfere with cell phone
use on the ground.

The FAA concern is over whether airborne cell
phone could interfere with a plane’s navigation and
electrical systems, agency spokeswoman Laura

rown said. The technology used on seat-back phones
and being considered for use for wireless Internet
hookups causes no such interference.

The FAA has commissioned a private, independent
firm to study the issue. Results aren’t due until 2006.
The FAA will not make its decision on cell phone use
until after the study is completed, Brown said.

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates

Failed brakes halt
confidence in car

Dear Tom and Ray:

You guys really make me
laugh. So now you know that one
other person is out there laugh-
ing with you! I have a 2003 Wind-
star with about 16K miles. Last
Saturday, my wife took my car to
watch the Mummers parade in
North Wildwood, N.J. As she ap-
proached a stop sign, the brakes
failed her. The pedal went to the
floor. She was not going very fast
and was able to bring the car toa
stop without

RAY: Then, when she shut off
the engine and let things cool
down, the brakes returned to nor-
mal. And we would assume that
after that, she released the park-
ing brake.

TOM: How do you prove that's
what happened? I guess you have
to put her under the klieg lights
and interrogate her.

RAY: Actually, you might do
better just asking her whether it's
possible. You said it was your car

she was driv-

biting _ any- lick lack ing, and. his
ing. She im- c d c i "

. ick and Clack = someuns
turned ~ the Tom and Ray Maghiozzi can easily do

car off, and
the brakes returned (the pedal re-
turned to its normal position and
the brakes worked). The brakes
have been working normally
ever since. I checked under the
hood, saw no leaks, and the mas-
ter-cylinder reservoir was full.
The brake pads look good. We
took it to a Ford dealership (they
kept it for a day), and the mechan-
ic said that the brakes were OK,
that he made an adjustment in
the hydraulics. Tom and Ray,
now I have lost confidence in the
brakes. Any suggestions? Should
1 expect failure again? Should I
trade it in? Could it be a bad mas-
ter cylinder or anti-lock-brake
system? How can I ever have con-
fidence in the brakes again?

— Gene
TOM: You can't, Gene. At least
not until somebody gives you a
credible explanation for why they
failed. No one has done that yet.
RAY: There is no “adjustment”
you can make to the hydraulics,
s0 he was just trying to get rid of
you with that one.
TOM: I can think of a few possi-
r what hap-

pened. The most likely is that
your wife accidentally drove all
the way to the Mummers parade
with the parking brake applied —
or, more likely, partially applied.
That would mean that the brakes
were being applied the whole
i she was driving, even
though her foot wasnt on the
brake pedal. That overheated the
brakes, which boiled the brake
fluid, which led to the brake fail-
ure.

in an unfamil-
iar vehicle. In fact, 1 recently
drove halfway to Montreal with
the parking brake partially ap-
plied in one of our brand-new test
cars. I won’t mention whose car it
was, because I dom’t want
Chrysler on our case again!

TOM: A related cause of inter-
mittent brake failure is a faulty
power-brake booster. That cre-
ates a situation similar to leaving
the parking brake on. It fails to re-
lease the brakes entirely. So, it
also causes brake failure by over-
heating the brake fluid. If that’s
the case, it could happen again.

RAY: If it’s not either of those,
then it's probably a bad master
cylinder, which would need to be
replaced.

TOM: So, unless your wife fess-
es up to perhaps having seen the
red “parking brake” light on
when she was driving that day,
take the Windstar back to the
dealer, talk to the manager of the
service department and tell him
that you need a more definitive
explanation before you can confi-
dently drive this van any more.

RAY: Ask him to keep it and
drive it home for a few days. Tell
him to take his family out in it and
see if he can get the problem to
recur. If you notice a sudden
deer-in-the-headlights look when
you make this suggestion, you'll
know you've made your point.
Good luck, Gene.

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
syndicate Inc.

Cents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

BY NANCY DUNNAN
The cost of heating fuel is
going up again this winter — by
more than 25 percent, accord-

Most utility companies pub-

Turning on the heat

stall efficiency equipment and
weather stripping.

For a list of programs, check
out the Web site of The Edison
Electric Institute, the electric
utilities trade group, at:
www.eei.org/wiseuse.

— check with yours by calling
hot line. Others

0 in-

Financial adviser, economist and

security analyst Nancy Dunnan is
“How to Invest $50 to

he writes a weekly column
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THE UNITED STATES TODA

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Mostly cloudy to cloudy
skies with rainshowers. Highs in the
40s, Saturday lows in the 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy skies with
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 40s,
Salurday lows in the mid to Upper

s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy skies
with morning freezing rain and fog
with isolated light snow. Highs in the
upper 20 to upper 30s, Saturday
lows in upper 20 to low 30s.

France: Partly cloudy to cloudy skies
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in

e 50s, Saturday lows in the low 30s
to low 40s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy skies
with rain/snow showers. Highs in the
low 40s, Saturday lows in the upper
30s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy skies
with rainshowers. Highs in the upper
305 to low 40s, Saturday lows in the
upper 20s to low

Hungary: Partly cloudy skies . Highs
in the low 40s, Saturday lows in the
upper 20s.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies with light fog. Highs in
the low 50s, Saturday lows in the low
30s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy skies with
rainshowers. Highs in the low 60s,
Saturday lows in the 40s.

Kosovo: Cloudy skies with morning
fog and afternoon freezing rain.
Highs in the low 30s, Saturday lows
in the low 30s.

Norway: Cloudy skies with rain/snow
showers. Highs in the low 30s to low
40s, Saturday lows in the upper 20s
to mid 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny to partly
cloudy skies. Highs in the mid 50s to
upper 60, Saturday lows i the
upper 30 to low 50s.

Turkey: Partly to mostly cloudy skies.
Highs in the low 30s in the northern
regions to low 50s in the southern
regions, Saturday lows in the upper
20s on the western coast to mid 40s
on the southeastern coast

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home

page at:
htips://ows.sembach.af.mil
http:/lows.public.sembach.af.mil

SUN & MOON

Today ~ Tomorrow
:0fam  7:01am

Sunrise (Baghdad) 7 1
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:20am
Sunset (Baghdad) 4:59pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:25pm
Newmoon  Firstgtr  Fulmoon Last
0Jan  18Dec  26Dec  3an

As of noon, Eastern USS. time

Bands separate high tamperature zons fo the day.
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Horoscope

We're days away from the magi-
cal winter solstice, and the sparkling
qualities of the season are starting
to flair. Venus has danced
into Sagittarius, igniting
wonder in the young and
desire in the more mature.
There’s so much to want
this time of year. Mercury
retrograde helps with the
“make your list and check it
twice” part.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 17). Your
year ahead is filled with
romance, easy communica-
tion and a firm footing at
home. Those feeling the
holiday pinch in their wallets this
winter will get a much welcome
sense of financial stability just in time
for tax season. Shopping sprees in
May and August are fun upgrades to
your lifestyle — as long as you plan
ahead for them! Your lucky numbers
are: 16, 17, 30, 45, and 22.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Tensions arise when your priorities
don't match those of your loved
ones. The best time for a family talk
is over dinner. Topics that are tough
to swallow go down easier with
something sweet. Stressed spelled
backward is desserts!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Add beauty and balance to your
home through the jucicious use of
color, texture and placement. Books
on the art of feng shui can help you
harmonize your living space and
keep positive energy flowing in the
right direction.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The future is an infinite succession
of nows. Avoid fuzzy thinking and
self-deception. Your clear vision
today will help build a solid founda-
tion for tomorrow. Quiet your mind to
get to the center of what's real

CANCER (June 22-July 22). A
financial situation that's been quietly
simmering in the background may
become more worrisome, but only
temporarily. Allow your intuition to
guide you to an answer.

Supportive stars help you achieve
amore grounded reality.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Reas-
sess your situation. You may realize

4

Holiday Mathis

you need to throw out the old rule-
book and play a whole new game. If
you haven't done so already, now is
perfect for adjusting your boundaries
and setting goals for the coming
year.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A
sparkiing opportunity
emerges, allowing you to
indulge the creative side
of yourself, which you've

een for far

TS SPIDER PIE, You CBN
PICK OUT THE BIG LEGS AND|
GINE THEM TO YOUR DAD IF
THEY'RE. OO HAIRY FOR YOU.

Calvin and Hobbes

WY, T BELIEVE. HERE GONG
O UAVE A QUIET DINNER
]

too long. You like a chal-
lenge, but why make
things unnecessarily
difficult? Take yes for an
answer.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Beautiful
air signs like you are
extra sensitive to sound
waves. You can lift yourself out of a
funk by creating good vibrations.
Listen to some uplifting music or
birds flying south for the winter.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're being pulled by subtle yet
opposing forces. A nurturing, femi-
nine influence quietly urges you to
bring something to fruition, while a
disruptive, masculine influence helps
you make sure your strategy is solid.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your head and your heart are
likely to be in conflict. Your heart will
win, S0 you may as well give in to it
If you've been holding back on
telling someone you care, the plan-
ats are on your side.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Mother's advice turns out to be
right! You are in prime position to
benefit greatly through the wise
counsel of a female family member
or perhaps the clan patriarch. Light a
candle in memory of your ancestors.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You feel as though a woman in your
life is trying to pick a fight with you,
perhaps over an issue concerning
money or prestige. Take the high
ground — accept that she still loves
you, and forgive her moods.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Make a conscious effort to tune in to
your loved one. You'll be rewarded
with romance, compassion and
more than a little bit of magic. Keep
some watercolors and a brush on
hand, too — your cup brims with
creative inspiration.

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts
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Iah PRACTICING
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HE TRIES TO GET HIM TO
CAST ASPELL

ON ME

=
2
K]
[}
2
®
@
[
. AN THE ONE SPECK.
OF FOOD THAT HE LeFT L THEM HE DID THE SAME
I THE HOUSE wAS A Trital€ T THE OTHER
- CRUMB THAT WAS BNEN WHOS' HOUSES
g TOO SMALL FaR A MOMSE.
]
[
= A
= /\f%
< B
o Q0 &
2 2@
[ SESSS e

CLABSNOUR EGES WERE.
IN BOILING WATER LoNg  }EROM
ENoueh Foy S LSiNK.cooL TAP Wi

T
ND WILL ALEO MAKE THE

ALBUMEN T0 COAGULATE. LLALGO T THE
SHELL CONTRACT.

Better or Worse

CAREFULLY REMOVE THE POT [THIS ALLows
HE SoVE To e | THE SHELL

THIS GRINCH FELLA 1S A
REAL PRO. T JUST HOPE
THE WHO-VILLE PoLicE

1© US> REMOVE]
MORE EASILY,,

spnissere e
SEEEATT RO



PAGE 22

Foxtrot

Blondie Spider Man Baby Blues

Dilbert

Hagar
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WHAT ARE WHAT 1F HE

KEEPS WIS LIST

I I CAN HACK INTO HIS
2

10 LIKE T 8UY SOMETHING: FOR SOMESNE WHS
ORPINARILY WOULDNT GIVE ME THE TIME OF DAY .

WHY 0N EARTH WOULD,
YQMJYWAN\' O DOTHAT 2

SO YOULL HAVE SOMETHING
UNDER. YU TREE

§ TAINE WE SMouLo! R BOTNGT ol WIRATS DIFFECENT
Gt owe oF TuEsE AgouT 7
ANDS, T00, ™
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OH, Wi, HONEY. TM
SLAD YOURE HOMS

SHOULD T TAKE THAT
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STiLL MAD AT MEZ

YOU MGHT
B4y THAT

OH WOW, HEARTBURN
e |
GREAT PRESENT!

THE BEST

WING MY THINGS.” A
> BORROW

I'M WRAPPING CHRISTMAS
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e
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

52

55
Across Down 27 One’s

1 Computer key 1 Canyon comeback performances

4 Kind of palm 2 Leak slowly 28 Pithy saying

8 Comedian 3 Put your hands (Abbr.)

Martin together 29 Explanation
12 Animation frame 4 Admits 32 “Holy cow!”
13 Oklahoma city 5 Wing, maybe 33 Less
14 Vicinity 6 Hodges of comvrvnon‘p\ace
15 Delightful baseball lore 35 “CSI" evidence

36 Archimedes’

7 Homer's story
outery

8 Prestidigitation
9 Grecian vessel 38 Dome home

10 Meadow 39 Earthy pigment

11 Ally McBeal's field 42 Relinquish
43 Access to

17 Nibble away
18 Go up against
19 Tackle moguls
21 Theatergoers’
needs, for short

22 Holy 16 Picked a winner?
26 A place to 20 Bandleader Rapunzel
19-Across Kyser 44 "Born Free
29 Attention getter 23 Some deer lioness
30 Acapuico gold 24 Sea cagle 45 Cranberry territory
31 Information 25 They're often 46 "What have we
32 Regis’ wife connected here?
33 Musical based on 26 Dumbfounded 47 Humor
iLa Bohemo 49 Ball-bearing item
2a Boheme’
34 "Xanadu” band's Answer to Previous Puzzle
monogram
35 Morning moisture D[O|G
36 Makes Efvia
37 Heavenly g ; 5
39 “— Town"
40 Hiatus B |
41 Nativity display D AlP|T
45 What keglers do olTIE TTEA
48 Unworldly
B|A|C E
50 Buckeyes' home
51 Stench I
52 Affront (1.) ARE 1 [R[E
53 Proceed T[o[N ofu[s
54 Antitoxins OIR[E TIElP
55 Detergent brand MIAlD A
12-17 CRYPTOQUIP
LH Y MK KC BV F W F A
VKCWHE HE ZFGKELSEK'W
AFO, § CKYJHE OHB MFZK
LH WFO “LFJK MKFCL!”
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WORDS OF WOE FROM
A FAILING DIETER MIGHT BE “A WAIST IS A
TERRIBLE THING TO MIND.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Cluc: L cquals T
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Press charges against Fiancee JUMISLE

Dear Abby: My fiancee, “Mo-
nique,” has put me into financial
ruin. It's all because of this girl
she has been hanging around
with, “Tracy.” Monique’s friends
have warned her to stay away
from Tracy because she’s bad
news.

‘Abby, the two of them
have been kiting money.
Monique has also forged
my name on my own
checks, and sold my
personal items — things
left to me by my grandpar-
ents. For years, people
have urged me to press
charges.

Monique and I have
two children, 3 and 2. T
spoke to a lawyer and T
will have no problem
getting full custody.

Monique is on one
year’s probation and has to pay
restitution because she stole from
her employer. She is American;
we live in Canada. With all the
stuff that’s happening, Monique
may have to leave the country.

Monique’s parents have told
me I should press charges.

Dear

Monique wasn’t like this until
she met Tracy. Should I press
charges, or should I just say
goodbye, take the kids and go my
way? A mutual friend says Mo-
nique told her that if I do that, she
will forget the kids, and find a
new guy and have kids with him.

— Stressed Out

in Canada

Abby Dear Stressed Out:
I'm glad you wrote and
I'm pleased to help end
your ambivalence.
Listen to your common
sense as well as to
what Monique’s par-
ents are urging you to
de

o.

Protect yourself and
the kids. Press charges.
Tracy is not responsi-
ble for your fiancee’s
behavior. Your fiancee
appears to have no conscience.
Jail time won't help her mend
her ways, but it will slow her
down.

Dear Abby: Last week, we
invited a couple for dinner this
week. Two days before the party,

Visions should not be

Dear Annie: This is
in response to “Worried
Grandma,” whose
12-year-old grandson,
“Zach,” was having vi-
sions. Your immediate
advice was for the boy to
be hustled off to a neurol-
ogist. You have done this
child a disservice by
your knee-jerk assump-
tion that he has some
type of mental problem.

There is another possi-
bility that should not be over-
looked: The boy may be psychic.
Please take a look at the larger
picture, and acknowledge the
fact that there are those who
have abilities far beyond yours
and mine.

— Paranormal Advocate

Dear Advocate: Many readers
were confused that we recom-
mended a neurologist, so let's
clear that up. Visions such as
those described by the grand-
mother could signal that the boy
has a brain tumor or other neuro-
logical disorder. We felt it was
necessary to rule out serious
medical concerns, and that is

Annie’s Mailbox

why a neurologist was
the appropriate refer-
ral. We heard from
many readers who
were convinced the
boy’s visions should be
celebrated. Read on:

From California:
My ESP started at 1
year of age, and it has
been 50-plus years of
dealing with others’
biased attitudes. If you
feel the urge to refer this family
to a doctor, at least refer them to
a parapsychologist.

Washington: As a child, 1
saw stacked translucent colored
cubes.

When I was older, I used to see
along-haired female folk singer
strumming her guitar. I discov-
ered these were “auras” before
my panic attacks. 've been on an
anti-anxiety anti-depressant for
years now with excellent results.

Madison, Wis.: Zach’s
visions could be past life regres-

I called to confirm the time and
they said they’d be here.

On the evening of the dinner,
they showed up two hours late
without even a phone call. They
said the husband had to work
late. Neither of them offered an
apology. We had tried twice to
contact them before we finally
decided to go ahead and eat.
They seemed offended that we
did.

‘Were we wrong to assume
they weren’t coming? If you
haven’t heard otherwise, how
long should you wait for guests
before eating without them?

— Tired of Waiting in Virginia

Dear Tired of Waiting: You
were not wrong to assume that
your guests were no-shows and
to have eaten dinner. That they
failed to call and inform you that
they had been delayed was rude.
Thirty minutes is long enough to
wait for tardy guests — or less if
there’s danger the meal will be
overcooked.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

dismissed

sion. It is wonderful this teen
was so intuitive and spiritual that
he could remember a previous
life without being regressed or
hypnotized.

Bainbridge, N.Y.: Zach
may have some incredible gifts
that he should be taught to cher-
ish. He should be put in touch
with a religious community i
which he could explore wi
may be a blossoming spirituality.

East Coast: when I moved
into my new home, I had visions
of an old woman with a skinny
cat. It happened whenever I
washed the dishes. I consulted a
spiritual medium who told me I
was seeing the former owner of
the home. Ten years later, I met
someone who knew the owner
and said she had a cat and loved
her kitchen.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime

editors of the Ann Landers column.

Please e-mail your questions to
ise e-m H

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter 1o each square,
1o form four ordinary words.

KANET

Tomorrow's
another
day

©2004 Trbune Media Services. Inc
All Righs Reserved

PROWE |
NIAMEA

(XX

W JUDIE Com

YOTHER

L X ]

WHAT SHE ACCOM~
PLISHED AT HER
FULL-TIME JOPB.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon
000000
00 0000
(Answers tomorrow)
SURLY JARGON  UNFOLD

A tournament gotfer tries to avoid this —
THE “FORE” GROUND

Jumbles: NOOSE

Yesterday's
Answer:

Family Circus

12-17
= 2004 B e,
St oy i Fosures

write
to: Annie's Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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*T REMEAMBER WHEN ALL THE TOYS A KID WANTED

FOR CHRIGTMAS WOLLD FIT INA STOCKING.”

The Far Side

Tarzan contemplates another entry.

com

“Santa can speak aréy language
in the world.”

VI8 JUET PEEVED

Non Sequitur

- QUESTINING
[
0T eoon,
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AFN TV & Radio

Friday

AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m..NFL: NFL's Greatest
Games, 1980 Divisional playoffs, Dallas at At-

lanta.
AFN-Radio, 2 a.m.-NBA: Cleveland at De-
troit,

AFN-Sports, 2:15 am.-NBA: Cleveland at
Detroi

tlantic, 3_am.-College basketball:

onio st at Texas rech,

AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.-NBA: LA. Lakers at
sacramento.

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.College basketball:
0ot at Tekes Tech (dld),

AFN-S; n-NBA: Cleveland at De-
ko

FN-Sports, 7 p.m.-NB

ramenlop(odld. P
Saturday

AFHAlIan :. 2 College _football:

chiampionship game, James
Nidtson vs. Mot

: LA, Lakers at Sac-

AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.NBA: Denver at Miami,

AFN-Radior 3 am.NBA: LA Clppers. at
e

AFN-Pacific, 4:30 a.m.NBA: Washington at
LA. Lakers.

‘AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.-NBA: Phoenix at Se-

atfle

Sports, 9 am. Gollege football: NCAA

DI 1A ChaTIPIONSID Game, SAmes Madr:
son vs. Montana (dld).

"AFN-sports,2 p.m.-NBA: Phoenix at Seattle

CroN

cific, 5 p.m.-College football: NCAA
oiuort champlonship game, Mary Har-
in-Baylor vs. Linfield.
AFN-Sports, 6 ,rm College basketball: ken-
tuckyatluu

Rac 7:30 pam.-NFL:
Pmsburgh alNV,G\ iants. ol basketball:
S B B G
nuﬁ:.l . CD”EQE basketball:

%’i

AFN-
zona at Marquette.
oA Auann:. 1 pm-College basketball
ma s Duke
s, 11 p.m.-College baskketball:
gan 2t UCLA
NEBaciic and Radio, L1 pm. NEL: Wash-
ington at San Francisco.

All Times Central European Time; did indi-
g Al S8 D Sadeas A ot e S
ject to_change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Pro football

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
wLT PE
xNewEngland 12 1 0 .923 365 217
3 9 4 0 69260 192
Buffalo 76 0 538297 231
Miami 211 0 154 213 289
South
xIndianapolis 103 0 769 454 277
Jacksonville 760 538220228
58 0 38 250312
L5 49 0 308 269 343
North
XPittsburgh 1210 92329190
Baltimor 8 5 0 615270 205
Cincinnati 6 7 0 46229 307
Cleveland 310 0 231 247 345
West
san Diego 103 0 769 370 262
. 8 5 0 615294 229
Kansas City 5 8 0 38 390 364
Oakland 4.9 0 308 244 363
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
wLT PF
x-Philadelphia 1210 923357195
N, Giants 803y
Dalias 5 8 0 385249 3%
Washington 49 0 308 183218
South
x-Atlanta 103 0 769 267 252
arolina 6 7 0 462269 264
Tampa Bay 5 8 0 385257 234
New Orleans 5 8 0 385 280 357
North
Green Bay 85 0 615334 307
Minnesota 180 S8
Chicago 580
West
seattle 760
St. Louis 6710
Arizona 490
san Francisco 211 0

clinched division
Saturday
Pittsburg fants
e atSan Francisco
oS

Houston at Chicag

am
kol ot craah 8
Tennessee at Oakland

Baltimore at Indlagauohs

New England at Mi

Green Bay at aneso?a
irday, Dec. 25
Qakdand at Kansas aty
Denver at Tennesse
unday 2y, Dec. 26
Chicago at

etrot
B Indianapolis
Baltimore at Pittsburt

Wasmecton 2 belas
Garolina at Tampa Bay
Cleveland at Mia

lay, Dec. 27

Philadelphia at St LoUIS

Injury report
NEW YORK — The National Football
League injury report, as provided by the

WASHINGTON. REDSKING. (49) AT san
FRANCISCO 4SERS (:11) ndding U S
n Doering (ankle): K Jon Hall (right
uadricep), OB Shawn Springs (concussion).
UESTIONABLE: LB LaVar Arington (kneest
Demetric Evans (ankle), PROBASLE: WR
Daveranaes. Coies (toey. . Gory Raymer
(ankle); TE Robert Royal (backy; WR James
Gamsting ey DODBTEUL: OB

Tim Ractay (o STIONABLE: RB Kevan
owi (Rnce). PROBRBLEN 1 Scott Crad

Bai
(shoulden): RB Maurice Hicks (ribs).
PTTSBURGH STEELERS (1Z1) AT NEW

YORK.

glan
adn:e?). ¢ e Wison
'QUESTIONABLE: R8 Der-

ke
CAROLINA PANTHERS (6-7) AT ATLANTA
FALCONS (10-3) - Panthers: DOUSTEUL: K&
asey G (concussjon). QUES
KBLE! cB e Jackson (ShovideD). PROBA—
BLE: CB Chris Gamble (aroin); RB Nich
ings (ankle): cJeuwmc e\l nes, Faicons:
kett (knee). QUESTIONABLE:
BF Edward Jasper (hanehs C8 Jason Webster

BUFFALO BILLS f"" ol CINCINNATL BEN-
LS (©1) Euhus

S anke), %Esnow

o Dnrenhus knee): T Mike Wil

fams (knee) OBAGLE: C8 Nate Clements

(shouiden E € Rich ra-
o . oEu STIONABLE Logers Seckc
GG OF Buane. Jetions e
Deltha Oeal (ankiex, 08, Carson Simer
(knee). PROBABLE: T Wille Anderson (knee;
REERE eary G

(knee): WR Kevin Wa\ter (bac

OWBOY:

(knee),

Powell

amstring).
Frai/ey (anideknee): k8 feno Viahe (aney
Jerome McDougle (knee); WR Terrell

(hamstring/quadric

DENVER BRONCOS (B-5) AT KANSAS CITY
CHIEFS (5-8) — Broncos: OUT: CB Willie Mid-
diebrooies (knee): DOUBTFUL revor
ryce (back: QUESTIONABLE: K8 Fatum el
oulder); § Sam Brandon (ankle); DT Luth-
Shats (calf/back). PROBABLE: CB Roc Ale
ander (knee); RB R

ck)
Geerﬁe Foster (knee); Ke\|¥l He
(lm‘? ); G Dan Neil (abdomen). Chiefs: OUT:
DE Vonnie Holliday (groin). DOUBTFUL: S Jer
©ome Woods (knee), QUESTIONABLE: RB Der-
nck Blzglnck (knee); C Chris Bober (toe); RB
mar (nee); WR Juhnme Morton
Gnge Sy an S0 ke 3 00 Waey
(hamstrmg) 'E KHS lesen Lank\e) PROBA-
BLE: DT John Browning (groin); QB Trent
Green (bsy S W wnne i3 (gr(()m)‘ 8 senny
olo): BT Juni 3
OULToN &5 31 'Gncaco
: Solertl T Yoy
HOH\ ings Ahamsmn

BABLE:
McKinney (chest): f’a shaptee 01t (ecsy

Zach nee). Bears: UL
€8 Todd McMilon (hamstringy: L8 Brian
Urlacher (hamstring). QUESTIONABLE: RB
ryan Johnson _(foof); id_Johnson
anide); T lohn Talt knee), PROBABLE: TE
nesmonn Clrk (bs/shouider). S "Bobby
Gra qs«?

JACK: NVII.I.E JAGUARS (1.6) AT GREEN
BAY PACKERS (8-5) — Jaguars: OUT:

Clift
on < ek
ney): DT Grad Jackson Lknee I.B Nick Rog-

ers (knee): C Negaper(

RANNESOTA VKNGS 0°6) ‘AT DETROIT
LONS (58— vikings: 1 uur 2 it Bk b,
domen): €8 Ralph Brown (oye); L8 Raonall

mith (concussion. DOUBTFUL: G Anta
Winfield (ankle). Lions: OUT: L§ doss Baley
(knee/IR): WR Eddie Drummond (shoulder).
ESTONABLE OB Fernang Byant cankiey.
ORABLE: T Jeif Bacue (cal

ain s
(arm. BROBABLE: TE Ken Dilger (ribs); S

John Howell (ankle); TE Dave Moore (ankle):
DE Simeon Rice (hamstring); S Dwight Smith
(knee); T Kenyatta Walker (feg).

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS (10-5) AT CLEVE-
LAND BROWNS (510) - Chargers; DQUET-

Davis (lower leg fracture).
OUESSIONABLE! WRY\mDm%ht( f0e); S Clin-
fon Hart (concussion); Wi an Mc-

Cardell (hamstring). PROBABLE: R3"Jesse

Chatman (toe); O Eric Downing nge); S

Hanikc iligan (namstring

Chris_Crocker
3 Rely Hjcomp, (be) Co
amstring); DT O

Aaron Shea (ankle);

PROBABLE: L8 Kovin Bcnﬂc
JeSEATILE S ks @:6)

4y — Seahawks: O

dan hamstring): DT My A
E Gre

Rocky) Bernard (nee), CB

(anl Wiinsch (koo
STIoR Rbraam (kneey. PROBABLE: L5 v
tor Hobson (ankle); G Pete Kendall (knee).
T LOUIS Raws (s -7) AT ARIZONA CARDI-
OUBTEU Aenca%W‘\I-
ulg-

Bobby Taylor
obby yEn tam
G

ic-

eremy Bridges. iiness): KB em
Smih oS Mvchae\ stone cfoot) s Adrian

Wilson (shouiden).
ENNESSEE TITANS (4-9) AT OAKLAN

D
RAIDERS (49) = Titans: OUT: C8 Samari
Rolle (knee); S Lance)schukers (foot); CB

Andre Woolfoll STIONABLE: 16
Rocky Boiman (calf; RB Chris Brown (toe):
i "Carter (toeys D ‘Carios. Fal

(kneeyfingen):; € Justin Hartui (mger) o
ert Haynesworth

S thandh T2 Erom Ky Ginkiey W Der-

rick Mason (ankle) teve MoNair (ster:

num): TE Shad M

Sam wnhams e QUESTID
n (foot). PROBABLE: DE Tyler
Brax(un acks, b airen app (ke
LTIMORE RAVENS (8:5)AT INDIANAPO-
LIS COLTS (10-3) — Ravens: QUESTIONABLE
R Jamal Lew\s (ankle); 8 em scott (knee).

p (i urday
7 Btokiey (grum) BRoBA
€ Datlas Clark (army/shouider: LB Cato
June (ankle/mmh) DE Robert Mathis (back:
Peko (ankle); DT Josh

(shouide).

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (12-1) AT MiAMI
DOLPHINS (2-11) ~ Patriots: DOUTFUL: C8

y Law (foo Reid (shoulder)
QUESTIONABLE: hatham (ham-
Stringy: C8 Randall Gay (army: WR David Ghv:

ens (ankle): TE Danlel Graham (rib): LB
Roman phifer (calf;C8 Tyrone bogle (knce
€8 Asante Samuel (shotide .
9870 dy(ngmshuulder)
Yot Shoulda Dol
(quadricep); & Rob Konrad (back) noum—
3 Eddie Moore (knee 0-
mas (ametting), BROBRGLE: Bu—
wens (backg; OB AL Feeley (pec!nra\),
Qlindo Mare (ri
Bk amie BB S o (59 (B
R AW ame oy,

College football

Division I-A playoffs
‘Championship
Friday, Dec. 17
At Flnle{ Sla.dlum/bavenpm Field

00ga, Te
James Madison (12-2) vs. Montana (12-2)

Division Ill playoffs
‘Championship
Saturday, 18
tagg Bowl
At Salem Stadium
m, Va.
Mary Hardin-Baylor (13-1) vs Linfield, Ore.
20)

NAIA playoffs

Championship
Saturday, Dec. 1
At Jim Carroll Stadium

lardin County, Tenn.
St. Francis, Ind. (13-0) vs. Carroll, Mont.
atd

College basketbal
Men’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1. llingis (9-0) did not play. Next: vs. Val-

paaico, Sunday,
Kansas () dig not play. Next: vs.
Souith Carohin, Sat 2,
Tech (72 10) Beat James Madison
0, 22 Gonzag

ext: s. 2, Saturday.
4,9Klahoma stafe -8y i ot pisy. Next:
2t UNLV, Saturdal
not play. Next:
\maYech e

5.
at i
Fores! és 1) Beat Elon 85-67. Next:
vs No T ores: atirdes
Ditke (60) did, ‘Mot blay. Next: vs. Il
o, cmcagu day,
B Syracusc (1) dld not play. Next: vs.
Drexe,sz{ 2,
Kentucky (&1 did not play. Next: at No.
13 Lomswne. satu
10. Pi P (7-0)'did not play. Next: vs
Coppin e a.
11. Connecticut (4-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Rice, Sunday.
12: North Caralina state (30) beat Lou'
ana-Lafayette 78-72. N ashing-

ton, Sund
uisvlle (D) did not ply. Next: vs.
North Garoling ART, T e
k. Texas oD beat T Texas Arl\nglon 85:70.

N Rioona ée S Gnot i Nt at Mar-
juette, Saturday. Next: vs. Manhattan, Tues-

16 lows 1) did not play. Next: vs. West-
ern Cam\ma Sal
\l‘l nO( play. Next: vs.

nntplay Next:vs.
lay.
. 6-1) did hot play.
SO A agv
Mississiop! Staie (82) did not play.

&
vier,
N M\cmgan Slate 6 zvy i notplay. Next:
vs, Delaware

55 Conzaga - 1) ma no “play. Next: vs.
NG.3 Georgia Tech, S day-

9 Marstand (525 Sid ot play. Next: vs.
Florida State, Sunday.

7-1) did not play. Next: vs. Loy-

ol Marymount, Thursday, bec. 23,

35, Cincinnati (6.0 aid not play. Next:
Northwestern State, Saturday.

Wednesday’s men 's scores

Adelphi 79, Concordia, Y. 43
Juniata 81, Washington & Jefferson 58
Lehigh 65, East
NierSynurst 13, Shsesherd 55

UTH

Apprentice 89, Averett
Coastal Carolina 83, Jacksnnwl\e st.78
Georgia Southern 85, Arkan:
Georda Teh et aateon s
el Charletion Southern 55
Vississippisl, Troy 49

ate 78, Louisiana. afayette 2
Ashcwl\c 75, Lenoi
fins

E A

The Gitadel 1, Savammah st. 58
UAB 107, Belmont 7

Wake Forest s z\ 7

West Florida 83, Nova Southeastern 66

Wingate 65 North Groeauile 53

MIDWEST
103, North Certral 56
. Judson 6

Augsbure
Aurora 84

Northestorn 5o, bep 2 Ez
Qakland City 78, Lincoin

ockford 83, Milwaukee Engmeenng 61
Saint Louis 63, Oakland, Mich

ichigan

Ark.Pine Bluft 74 riander smith 57
Texas 85, Texas-Arlingte

tor
Texas AM 78, Couisana Monroe 36
Texas St. 87, Rochester, Wi

Boise st 78, . washingion 67
Montana 62, Montana Tech 44
UTEP 75, New Mexico St. 64

Women's Top 25 fared

Wed
150 (00 did o Ty Next: at South-
wist Missour] G s Ry

*Stanford (7-0) did not play. Next: at Mis-

sour, Saturday.
3. Duke (8-) beat Jacksonville State 99:36.
Next: vs. No. 20 Purdue at Indianapolis, Sat-

urday

i exas (42) did not play. Next: at North
Texas, Th

5. North taroi/ma (8-1) did not D\ﬂ /o Nex(
ve Georoja State at Myrle Beach, S,

Bay\o (8-1)_beat Washington 74-58.
Next: vs. F\urlda‘S inday
7' Notre bame (511) dld not play. Next: at
Marquette, Sunday.

TANK MCNAMARA

MURRAY, YU SAID AN ATHLETE
GETTING A DISEASE 16 LIKE
BEING PAID FOR LIVING! 1 PO A
FEW PERSONAL APPEARANCE!

HAVE You SEEN THE NEWS? THE
ANY'S RECALLING 171 THEY

wmvr T cAUSES BIRTH DEFECTS,

TROKE. KERRT DIBENCE, BIFOLAR

S FOR THE.

FHARMBCEUTICAL COMPANY ThT

MN(EST”EWUGITAKE, OVl
MAKE ME $500K A e

), LIVER FAILURE AND

FIRST OF N.l-,
DON'T PANIC.

TAKING 1T, RIGHT?

8 Sonnecticut (4-1) did not play. Next: at
Thesda {
oui Tech

oS oo Stzte 113 e o play. Next: at
regon,

ko s{ate (&) didngt play. Next:
vs Jeras 9& SIS

“Thursday, De

oston cofegen 1) did not maX Next:

v, Saint Josephis, Wedhesday,
PO G ot ey

lona, Sunday

16:GCLA (l 1) did not play. Next: at llinois,

17 Vanderbilt 7.1 <ld ot play.Next: vs.
BYU at Mal\bm Calif,, Mc 20.

18 Maryiand
coy pm State‘ Monday, Dec. 2
19 n (8-0) did not play. Next: at Ha-

ai
20, Pumue ?é 2) did ngt play. Next: vs. No.
3 Duke at Indianapolis, Sat

21, DePaul "(7-2) beat Northern llingls
7385, Next: at t Peter's, Tuesday,

Rutgers G:2) did ot play. Nex

jemson, Saturday.
33, Artiona Staté (1-1) did not play. Next:
24.
2

it New Mexico, Saturday.
; lowa (8.0} did not Biay. Next: at Drake,
rday

Kahsas State (5:2) did not play. Next:
. Alabama at Springfield, Mo., Saturday.

Wednesday’s women’s scores

EAST

Chestnut Hill 5, Villa Julie 45

C-Greensboro 62
t. 36

tlantic 40

ern U,

Tonnessea 13, Lousiana Tech s

Valdosta st. ¢, Georgla Colege 59
gate 78, Winston-Salem 5

EST
ald e 67, Ohio Northern 45
B RS ke atmarerst 75
Chicago SE. 58, Ohid 45

Eoncordia, StP. 86, Northwestern, Minn.

5:
DePaul 73, N. lllinois 59
Evansville 69, Cincinnati 50
Kalamazoo 60, Olivet 49
N Dakota St. 66 MinnDuluth 57

ebraska-Omahia

Qakland City 77, Lincoln Christian

Qlivet Nazaren 112, m spnngﬁem 109
rosse 72, Cl

Baylor 74, wasmngwn S

Denver 63, N. Colorado 53

Wednesday's transactions

SEBALL
rican League
to0 terms with
LHE o o o 2 Ghesyeay Cortrac:
OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Acquired INF Keith
Ginter from Milwaukee for RHP Justin Lehr

"SERTILE " MARINERS—Agreed to terms
1B Richie Sexson on a four-year con-

National League |
ARIZONA  DIAMOL
terms with INF Craig s o 5 s ver
ntra

c
CHICAGO CUBS—Named Grady Little spe-
cial sssistant in player development and
o Ieague roiing catching nsirucior
hspecial ass\slan( tothevice

Faoneral m
EDS “Agrecd 10 terms with
S and RHP Ben Weber on

e Contracs
ORADO_ROCKIES—Agreed to terms
wifh OF Reggle Taylor on a minor league con-

65 ANGELES DODGERS—_Announced the
retirement my_ Hawkins, vice presi-
dent of externa\ aw

REWERS—Agreed to terms
Wit 3D RUSCol Sranyan on a one-year con-
tract and IL.NP(Y Y Pheips on'a minor

league contract.

NEW YORK METS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Pedro Martinez on a four-year contract,

S CARDINALS Adreed to terms

with C_Einar Diaz and RHP Al Reyes on
one-year contracts.

National Basketball Association
CELTICS—Placed F Tom Gugliotta
on the injured r\‘lst Activated F Justin Reed

from the u“ure [
Placed 6 Reece
Games o the DeTE ot Redvated o
iy R e M X
MENPHIS GRizZZLIES blaced
Burks on the injured list. Activate
Williams from the injured list.
iational Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS—Released WR Reg-
je Newhouse and TE Lorenzo Dlamond.
igned WR Lawrence_Hamilton, (8 Isa
Keys and DE Antonio Smith to the practice
LIONS—Placed LB Boss Bailey on

ETROIT
injured reserve.
PACKERS—Signed LB ke

G, Antonio
d G Jason

GREEN
Emod o the practice sauad:
KINGS—Placed LB Raonall

Srmm on injured reserve. Signed C Rhett
son from the practie squad. Signe
MR RO e acice S
A ERGEES-Sighes oT 1o pi

BAY B igned TE E‘”g
Baber, Released be Corey St Sianed 1
bert Johnson to the practice squad.
ex2adl 53 Katw Poarsdn Fom the practics

squad,
/ASHINGTON REDSKINS—Placed K john
Hal on ijured reserve. Signed K Jeff chan-

National Hackey League
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS ZNamed Rick Dud-
ley operations consultant.
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Kitna to run Bengals’ surging offense

Last season’s starter takes over while Palmer rests sore knee M(‘ =

By KEVIN GOHEEN
Scripps Howard News Service

CINCINNATI — Jon Kitna stepped into
the news conference room underneath
Paul Brown Stadium and did a double take.
The last time he spoke in the room last sea-
son, he did so behind a lectern with one mi-
crophone. Now the room has a raised plat-
form with a table and chairs for multiple
speakers to sit on during an interview.

“I want my podium back,” Kitna said.

A few hours later, up to the seats hob-
bled Carson Palmer. A brace on his left
leg, protecting the strained MCL he suf-
fered during last Sunday’s 35-28 loss at
New England, Palmer leaned the crutches
he used to enter the room up against a wall
and managed himself up the couple of
steps to the table.

“I think I get to ditch those on Saturday,
so I'm looking forward to that,” Palmer
said, an indication of the possibility he’ll

play this Sunday when the Bengals host the
Buffalo Bills. “It’s looking bleak for this
weekend, but right now I'm set on playing
(Dec. 26) against the Giants. The only
thing that's going to hold me back is if they
(medical staff) won’t let me play.

“It’s getting stronger every day and I'm
trying to keep as much pressure off of it
but at times I'm testing it and seeing where
it's at and it's getting stronger. I'll be ready
to play next weekend.”

Bengals head coach Marvin Lewis said
‘Wednesday the team’s decision on wheth-
er to start Kitna or Palmer will wait until
Sunday. But his young quarterback beat
him to the punch.

“I'd be pretty shocked,” said Palmer
about playing. “It would be great. I'd love
it. But I'd be pretty shocked.”

So, apparently, in steps Kitna to retake
control of an offense that in the past three
games has produced at least 453 yards and
averaged 37.7 points. No one expects the

production to be any less against the Bills,
even though Buffalo has the No. 3-ranked
defense in the league.

“The last time we had some uncertainty
as to who was going to play, we scored 58
points, so I don’t think that’s going to be an
issue,” Kitna said, referring to the Bengals’
58-48 win against Cleveland on Nov. 28.
Palmer suffered back spasms during the
week, missed practice time and was listed
as probable on the injury report for that
game.

“We add new wrinkles here or there, but
we do what we do whether Carson’s in
there or I'm in there. So I don't think
there’s going to be a disruption to the flow
of the offense or anything like that. The
stuff we've been doing this year is stuff
that we've been doing for the last couple
years.”

Kitna replaced Palmer in the third quar-
ter at New England and completed nine of
13 passes for 126 yards, with one touch-

Last season, Bengals quarterback Jon Kitna
(3) had career highs in touchdown passes
(26) and passing yards (3,591). Carson
Palmer expects to play on Dec. 26.

down and one interception. Palmer was
knocked out of the game after being hit by
Patriots defensive lineman Richard Sey-
mour as he released a pass.

Bulger might play at Arizona

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Marc Bulger tested his
sprained right shoulder for the second
time this week on Wednesday, giving the
St. Louis Rams some hope he might return

to the lineup.
ulger missed Sun-
day’s loss at Carolina,
and backup Chris Chan-
dler had a career-worst
six interceptions. So,
there’s urgency for Bulger to play with the
Rams (6-7) one game back in the NFC
West entering Sunday’s game at Arizona.

On Wednesday, Bulger threw about a
dozen passes in an individual drill after
throwing several warmup tosses. He threw
about three-quarters speed and a bit side-
arm, but it was enough for coach Martz to
exclaim, citing Bulger’s jersey number,
“10’s back!” after the first pass.

Bulger didn’t participate in any team
drills, but the plan is to gradually increase
the work load and then make a decision on
his availability, perhaps on Friday.

“I don’t know what to tell you because he
actually threw the ball much better today
than I would have predicted,” Martz said
after practice. “He feels like he can zip it,
but we just asked him to refrain from that.”

Martz said Bulger, who wasn’t made
available for comment, had a little trouble
on the follow through.

Bears LB Urlacher unlikely to play

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Brian Urlacher
missed practice Wednesday and his latest
hamstring injury is expected to keep the
Bears’ linebacker out of Sunday’s game
against Houston.

NFL injury update
\nlunes to prominent NFL players, followed by
um's prognosis. (See Page 24 for complete injury.
VeDan urowded by Ihe \ea )
Na'il ised kidney) probable.
IAehess i o () ey ok ot

* Redskins: C8 Shawn springs (concussion) out for
Saturday’s game.

“Its not looking good,” coach Lovie

Smith said Wednesday.

Steelers’ Bettis thinking about retiring

PITTSBURGH — Jerome Bettis is think-
ing about retiring.

The Pittsburgh Steelers running back
said his health — not whether the Steelers
win the Super Bowl — will determine
whether he plays in 2005. Bettis missed sig-
nificant playing time in 2001 and 2002 with
groin and knee injuries, but hasn’t missed
a game since than.

Bettis, the NFL's No. 6 career rusher with
13,037 yards, has flourished as a part-time
running back the past two seasons.

He ran for 811 yards in 2003 despite
backing up Amos Zereoue for six games
and has 647 yards and a career-high 12
touchdowns this season, including four con-
secutive 100-yard games while replacing
the injured Duce Staley.

“I'm not getting any younger,” said Bet-
tis, who will be 33 in February. “Every
time we win it means a lot more because it
could be the last one.

“Ifitis, it is. 'm not going to be the senti-
mental guy to cry after every game.”

Redskins PK Hall done for season

ASHBURN, Va. — Washington Redskins
kicker John Hall is done for the season

with a torn right quad muscle, his fourth
leg injury in three months.

The Redskins signed Jeff Chandler to
kick for the rest of the season. Chandler
has made 14 of 21 field goal attempts in 10
games over three seasons with San Fran-
cisco and Carolina, including two games as
a fill-in this season for the Panthers when
John Kasay was injured.

Also Wednesday, linebacker LaVar Ar-
rington practiced with the first-team de-
fense for the first time in months. He is list-
ed as questionable for Saturday’s game at
San Francisco.

Janikowski gets five-year extension

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Sebastian Jani-
kowski finalized a $10.5 million, five-year
contract extension with the Oakland Raid-
ers on Wednesday that makes him the high-
est paid kicker in the NFL.

The 26-year-old Janikowski, the Raiders
first-round draft pick in 2000, has convert-
ed all but three of his 22 field- goal attempts
this season for the Raiders (4-9). He is
112-for-140 in his career.

Panthers P Sauerbrun arrested
for driving while impaired
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Carolina Pan-
thers punter Todd Sauerbrun was arrested
and charged with driving while impaired,
a police spokeswoman said Thursday.
Sauerbrun also was charged Wednesday
with speeding and driving while his license
was revoked, said Julia Rush of the Meck-
lenburg County Sheriff’s Department.
The All-Pro player was released Thurs-
day morning on $1,700 bond, Rush said.
Coach John Fox said Wednesday that
Sauerbrun will play Saturday at Atlanta.

Tice’s status
seems shaky
in Minnesota

BY MARK MASKE
The Washington Post

Minnesota Vikings owner Red Mc-
Combs made a rare Monday appearance
this week at the club’s training facility in
Eden Prairie, Minn.,, saying he was
there to attend the annual Christmas
party. Being festive, however, couldn’t
have been easy for members of the orga-
nization the day after a potentially sea-
son-wrecking loss to Seattle that includ-
ed an errant trick play that could end up
costing coach Mike Tice his job.

McCombs expressed support for Tice
but again said he won’t make a decision
until after the season about whether to
exercise the club’s $1 million option for
next season in the coach’s contract. Mc-
Combs said he was not bothered that
Tice publicly expressed interest last
week in the University of Washington’s
coaching job.

McCombs said he is foremost a fan
and he knew what the team’s followers
were talking about — the decision to
have wide receiver Randy Moss throw a
first-down pass from the Seattle 20-yard
line that was intercepted in the end zone
wnth]ust ‘more than two minutes to play
in the Seahawks’ 27-23 triumph.

“Isuspect that in the state of Minneso-
ta, the conversation in every science lab-
oratory, every working crew out build-
ing a highway, the guys out at the air-
port getting ready to fly planes, is going

to be the Vikings and why did they have
that stupid play there at the end of the
game,” McCombs said.

Lacking big plays, Jets’ run-oriented attack is grounded

BY ANDREA ADELSON
The Associated Press

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Santana
Moss prides himself on being the
big-play receiver for the New
York Jets.

So how does he feel now that
the Jets have hardly hit any long
pass plays the past few weeks
while struggling to score?

“T am coming out there furious
sometimes because I think every

time I get out there I can beat
somebody. But if I don't get the
ball, what can I do?” Moss said.
Though Moss avoided saying he
wanted the ball more, it was clear
how he felt when asked how to be
more involved in the offense: “Get
back there, throw myself the ball
and then I run it,” he joked.
Though he was kidding, Moss
and some of his teammates
showed frustration with the of-
fense Wednesday following a lack-

luster performance in a 17-6 loss
to Pittsburgh. Earlier this week,
backup running back LaMont Jor-
dan said the Jets fail to play well
in big games and the offense
needs to produce.

That means more big plays
from the offense, which has relied
heavily on the run this season.

In two games since Chad Pen-
nington returned from a strained
right rotator cuff, the Jets have
two passing plays for 20 yards or

more, both last week against the
Steelers. Moss, the fastest player
on the team, has been a non-fac-
tor for most of the season, though
he does have several drops.

He has a combined four catch-
es in the past two games for 43
yards. Last season, Moss had a ca-
reer year, going over 1,000 yards
with 10 touchdown receptions.

When asked why the Jets have
not relied more on play-action

passing, something Pennington
does well, some players bristled.

Center Kevin Mawae declined
to answer the question, while
Moss responded, “If T had the an-
swer I would give it to you clear-
er, but I don't have it.”

“I think we will get back to
that,” Pennington said. “We will
get back to it and mix it up and do
what we need to do to win. We
know we have to score points. We
can't just try to win games 13-10.”
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Eagles face nice dilemma

If home field is in hand, team could rest starters

By BOB BROOKOVER
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — The Eagles might find
themselves in a rare situation Sunday after
they run through that large inflatable helmet
and past the cheerleaders at Lincoln Finan-
cial Field.

Thirteen hours earlier, the results from the
Carolina-Atlanta game will be in, and if the re-
surgent Panthers win, the Eagles will have
nothing to play for in terms of the standings
‘when they take on the Dallas Cowboys.

Only four teams in the 26 years since the
schedule was extended to 16 games have had
their division title, a first-round bye and
home-field advantage wrapped up before they
played their 14th game.

The good news for the Eagles and coach
Andy Reid is that three of those teams went
on to win the Super Bowl. But they still must
figure out how they are going to handle the sit-
uation.

Do the starters continue to play? If so, do
they play the entire game, half a game, one
quarter? Does anyone with even a minor inju-
ry get the week off? Reid apparently has al-
ready made up his mind about how he’s going
to handle the game with the Cowboys on Sun-
day, regardless of the Falcons’ result.

“The starters are going to play and that’s
how we’ll approach it,” he said Wednesday.

That’s fine with the starters.

“If going into that week or game, I'm not
going to play, I'll take that,” safety Brian
Dawkins said. “If he says I'm going to play,
then I will take that. In other words, whenever
my number is called to be on lhe field, I'm
going to give you what I've got.”

Quarterback Donovan McNabb agreed.

“I'm a guy who loves playing football,” Mc-
Nabb said. “No matter what decisions Andy
makes, as a player, I want to get out there and
contine to get better, so when the playoffs

come around, we are at our best and ready to

go.

“It always feels good to go out there and be
fresh, but you want to keep your chemistry
and your timing. If it's playing the whole
game against St. Louis or going out and play-
ing against Cincinnati, obviously it’s his deci-
sion, but I'm going to prepare like I'm playing
every game.”

Former Eagles linebackers coach Ron Riv-
era was a member of the 1985 Chicago Bears
team that went 15-1. That team remains the
only one to have clinched home field through-
out the playoffs with four games left.

The Bears, however, had plenty of motiva-
tion in their 13th game ‘because they were still
unbeaten at the time. They lost their chance to
go unbeaten on “Monday Night Football” in
Miami, but Rivera, who is in his first season as
the Bears’ defensive coordinator, said coach
Mike Ditka kept things intense for the final
three games.

“In ‘85, we played every game the same,
and we practiced the same way,” Rivera said.
“We wore pads every day and we hit every
day, especially for our nine-on-seven drills.
Our starters played just like any other game
and, once the game was in hand, we replaced

em with us backups.

“I believe [Ditka] felt the only way to keep
our edge was to continue to approach the rest
of the season like it meant something. The loss
to Miami seemed to take some of the pressure
off us and was kind of a wake-up call.”

Rivera said Ditka wasn’t that concerned
about finishing with a 15-1 record after the
loss to Miami, but defensive coordinator
Buddy Ryan remained determined to make
sure the Bears finished the season as the
NFL's No. 1 defense.

Ditka’s approach worked in that postseason
as the Bears rolled to their first Super Bowl
title, outscoring their three opponents 91-10.

The Denver Broncos and coach Mike Shana-
han took a different approach in 1996.
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Even if the Eagles have nothing to play for
Sunday against Dallas, quarterback Donovan
McNabb said, “'m a guy who loves playing
football. No matter what decisions Andy [Reid]
makes, as a player, | want to get out there and
continue to get better, so when the playoffs
ccome around, we are at our best.”

After going 12-1 and clinching home-field
advantage in the AFC, Shanahan replaced
quarterback John Elway the following week
with Bill Musgrave and the Broncos were
whipped by the eventual Super Bowl champi-
on Green Bay Packers.

FElway started the next week and played a
quarter in Denver’s season finale, but the
Broncos lost two of their final three games
and ended up losing to Jacksonville in their
first playoff game.

Interestingly, the coach took a different ap-
proach to things in 1998.

Even after the Broncos lost their 14th and
15th games of the season and had nothing to
play for in their season finale, the coach left

Iway in the entire game in the regular-sea-
son finale.

The only other team to have homefield ad-
vantage wrapped up before its 14th game of
the season was the 1984 San Francisco 49ers.
They finished 15-1 before winning their second
of five Super Bowls by blowing away Miami.

Shanahan says Plummer is staying

BY FRANK SCHWAB
The (Colorado Springs) Gazette

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — On the
same day that Denver Broncos
quarterback Jake Plummer con-
tinued to answer questions about
an obscene gesture he made dur-
ing Sunday’s game against
Miami, Broncos coach Mike Sha-
nahan confirmed Plummer is his
quarterback of the future.

Shanahan told ESPN on
Wednesday that he will exercise
the $6 million option bonus that
Plummer is due in March, which
means Plummer will be the Bron-
cos’ quarterback for next season
and likely beyond.

ap

a man about what your actions
were and move on, I think that's
the true lesson you learn from it.”

Plummer might not have it
easy this week playing at Arrow-
head Stadium, one of the most hos-
tile stadiums to visitors. Chiefs
guard Will Shields said he didn’t
know if Plummer would have a
tougher time at Arrowhead be-
cause he reacted to a heckler last
week, and he added the Chiefs’
stadium isn’t much different than
any NFL stadium.

“I think anywhere you go,
there’s going to be some fan that’s
looking to heckle people and give
us a hard time,” Shields said on a
conference call with Colorado re-

“Jake Plummer’s going to be
here,” Shanahan said, according
to ESPN.com. “I like him. I like
the way he competes. Normally I
don’t talk about contracts. But
since there’s been a lot of atten-
tion on him the last couple of
weeks, I'm really supportive.”
That lays to rest the biggest
question about Plummer, who
has been under a lot of heat in re-
cent weeks for his spotty play and
his controversial gesture.
Plummer said he hasn’t been in-
formed by the NFL if he will be
fined for the gesture he made to a
heckling fan after he threw a
first-quarter interception. NFL
spokesman Steve Alic said the
league will announce this week
whether Plummer will be fined.

Denver coach Mike Shanahan,
above, said the team will exercise
the $6 million option bonus that
Jake Plummer is due in March.

The incident was a hot topic
during Plummer’s weekly news
conference.

Plummer was asked again
about the gesture. Like he did
after Sunday’s game, Plummer
apologized.

“What happened last week, I
think I've addressed well enough
on Sunday night and I'm apologet-
ic for it and stand up here as a
man and say that will never hap-
pen again,” Plummer said. “But,
any time I've ever made a mis-
take or I've ever done wrong, I
want to move on and the only

Jake Plummer has thrown 17
interceptions, tied for sec-
ond-most in the NFL, and 22 TD
passess, third in the AFC.

thing I can do is try to correct
that. A big win in Kansas City is a
right step in that direction.”

The Broncos play at Kansas
City on Sunday.

Plummer also talked about
what caused him to react to the
heckling fan Sunday.

“You’re looking at a guy that’s
not perfect,” Plummer said. “I'm
not a robot. I'm a man that’s got
warm blood that sometimes gets
hot in there and runs through my
veins. People do things that they
regret. As long as you can learn a
lesson from it and step up and be

porters. “I haven’t played in a
place that doesn’t have one or two,
or maybe even five or six. That's
what they get their kicks out of,
trying to be difficult and trying to
affect your play on the field.”

One point Plummer made a
few times during his conference
was that a lot of the criticism of
him would subside a bit if the
Broncos win at Kansas City.

Plummer has thrown 17 inter-
ceptions this season, tied for sec-
ond-most in the NFL. He has also
thrown 22 touchdowns, which is
third in the AFC, and is on pace to
throw for 3,998 yards. Plummer
said he thought he has the sup-
port of plenty of Broncos fans.

“I think there’s still a large
[group] of people that are happy
I'm here,” he said.

49ers OB
Dorsey
has a taste
of success

The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Ken
Dorsey’s second season with the
San Francisco 49rs has taken a
turn for the better. Now he’s deter-
mined to keep it moving in that di-
rection.

Dorsey will start his second con-
secutive game Saturday against
the Washington Redskins, and he
could finish the season at quarter-
back in place of regular starter
Tim Rattay.

Rattay is out with a foot injury
and might not play again this sea-
son. Dorsey had the best game of
his career Sunday, leading the
49ers to a 31-28 overtime victory
at Arizona.

That win  snapped a
seven-game losing streak for the
49ers (2-11), who are looking to
salvage something out of a tumul-
tuous season that has featured
coaching controversy and plenty
of lackluster performances.

“You've kind of got to keep your
foot on the pedal, just kind of stay
aggressive and just make sure
you’re on top of the ball the whole
game,” Dorsey said. “That gave us
a lot of opportunities last week.”

Dorsey took advantage, win-
ning for the first time in four ca-
reer starts. He threw three touch-
down passes, completing 18 of 34
passes for 191 yards and guiding
San Francisco to the winning
field goal in overtime.

Dorsey had struggled in his pre-
vious two starts in place of Rattay,
failing to lead San Francisco’s of-
fense to a touchdown in losses to
Seattle and Chicago. He entered
last week’s game with a quarter-
back rating of 53.9, a figure lower
than any NFL quarterback who
qualified for those ratings.

Dorsey’s previous struggles
this year diminished enthusiasm
within the organization that the
former University of Miami star
could be the 49ers’ quarterback
of the future. But Dorsey’s play
last week rekindled some hope.

“He did some really good
things and made some really
good throws,” coach Dennis
Erickson said. “He’s healthier
now and he made good decisions.
He missed some throws, which
you are going to do when you
haven’t played, but he made some
good ones to win it.”

Dorsey hit receiver Cedrick
Wilson between three defenders
for a first down on a third-and-17
play that kept the winning drive
alive. Dorsey said it might have
been the best throw he has made
in the NFL, and it was one he
couldn’t have made earlier in the
year when he was dealing with
back, groin and thumb injuries.

“It’s kind of a relief just to be
able to go out and perform and
play well again,” said Dorsey,
who didn’t take a snap last year as
a rookie after leading Miami to a
38-2 record in four years as a
starter. “It's kind of a load off
your mind and lets you realize
that you can still play this game,
have success out there and under-
stand that the hard times aren’t al-
ways going to be so hard.”
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Pedro introduce

BY HAL BOCK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — After helping the Boston
Red Sox win their first title in 86 years,
Pedro Martinez will try to lead the New
York Mets to their first championship
since 1986.

Martinez was introduced at Shea Stadi-
um on Thursday, a day after he passed his
physical and the Mets finalized his $53 mil-
lion, four-year contract.

“It was more of a commitment from this
team than it was money, actually,” Martin-
ez said. “I gave Boston every opportunity
to actually get me.”

Martinez turned down a $40.5 million,
three-year offer from the Red Sox and told
his agent Monday to work out a deal with
New York.

“Boston wouldn’t pull the trigger,” he
said. “Why did they have to wait until the
last minute or so0?”

Martinez, a 33-year-old right-hander,
has had shoulder problems at times but he

Pedro Martinez wears his new New York
Mets cap during a news conference at Shea
Stadium in New York on Thursday.

passed the physical conducted Wednesday
in New York.

“This is an exciting day for the New
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York Mets family,” general manager
Omar Minaya said. “I am going to g0 to
war with Pedro Martinez on my team.”

During parts of his seven seasons in Bos-
ton, Martinez often was allowed to arrive
at the ballpark later than other players
and to take extended vacations during the
All-Star break. New Mets manager Willie
Randolph plans to speak with Martinez
about rules.

“You don’t have a lot of rules, but there
are certain things that everyone has to
abide by,” Randolph said Wednesday.
“You can’t have a different set of rules for
different people.”

Willie Randolph played with Martinez’s
older brother, Ramon, with the Los Ange-
les Dodgers. Randolph remembered
Pedro as a young kid coming up in the Los
Angeles organization.

“Willie, T know a lot of people might try
to confuse you with a lot of things,” Martin-
ez said.

In response to question in Spanish, he
answered in Spanish: “Pedro Martinez is

as Met, takes jabs at Sox

an employee who takes pride in his work,”
he said. “Pedro Martinez is a man of his
word.”

Martinez went 16-9 with a career-high
3.90 ERA last season, when the Red Sox
won their first World Series title since
1918, and was 117-37 in seven years with
Boston.

Minaya said the Mets next will try to
add offense, focusing on first base and
right field, as they try to reach the playoffs
for the first time since losing the 2000
World Series to the Yankees.

Mike Cameron, dressed as Santa Claus
as he gave out Christmas presents to chil-
dren Wednesday at the stadium, was at
first surprised about Martinez’s decision
to sign with the Mets.

“Idon’t know the situation, but when it’s
all said and done, Pedro is a fierce competi-
tor,” Cameron said. “The guy’s been a win-
ner and he’s been a great adversary. He'd
be a great addition to the New York Mets.”

Mariners use $50M

Nats: D.C. has until Dec. 31 to reach deal

NATS, FROM BACK PAGE

Council Chair Linda W. Cropp
proposed the private financing
amendment, which was approved
10-3 after she threatened to with-
hold support from the overall
package, which then passed in a
7-6 vote.

“I am not trying to kill the
deal,” Cropp said. “I'm putting
some teeth in it because I'm real-
ly disappointed with what I got
from Major League Baseball.”

The September agreement esti-
mated the cost of building the ball-
park and refurbishing RFK St
um at $435 million, but crif
claimed it would cost far more.
The proposal, as initially ap-
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proved by the council on Nov. 30,
called for Washington to issue up
to $531 million in bonds to cover
the cost.

“We had a deal. I believe the
deal was broken, and the dream
of 33 years is now once again
close to dying. I would say close,”
Williams said.

Meanwhile, some of the com-
munities that had lost out in the
bidding for the team prepared to
resume their efforts to lure the
franchise.

“If the opportunity arises for
the Expos again, we are going to
be standing there along with ev-
eryone else,” said Will Somer-
indyke Jr., head of a Norfolk, Va.,
baseball group.

Somerindyke’s  organization
has returned the deposits it col-
lected on nearly 10,000 season
tickets and almost 100 luxury
boxes during its drive to get the
Expos. He didn’t think it would
be difficult to get those deposits
back.

“We are impressed and encour-
aged that major league baseball
had the fortitude to say that what
Washington, D.C., did was unac-
ceptable, and clearly contrary to
the terms upon which D.C. was
awarded the franchise,” Drew

Mahalic of the Oregon Sports Au-
thority said.

Nonhern Virginia’s group had
hoped to build a ballpark near
Dulles International Airport.

“We hope that the District of
Columbia will be able to fulfill the
terms of its agreement and suc-
ceed in bringing Major League
Baseball back to this region,” Vir-
ginia Baseball Stadium Authority
spokesman Brian Hannigan said.

Las Vegas Mayor Oscar Good-
man went to baseball’s winter
meetings last weekend trying to
attract attention to his efforts to
lure a team. But he could not
offer a firm stadium plan.

“It’s Jusl a glint in my eye, at
this point,” he said.

Washington has lost teams
twice before: The original Sena-
tors became the Minnesota Twins
after the 1960 season and the ex-
pansion Senators moved to Texas
11 years later.

“Here we are back where we
were five years ago — the na-
tion’s capital, the center of the
world, a city of possibility, aspira-
tion and ambition and opportuni-
ty, and a city that cannot do what
it says it's going to do,” Williams
said. “I'm saddened that we can
go so far in five years and step
back so far in five minutes.”
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to lure 1B Sexson

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Seattle Mar-
iners added power to one of the
weakest lineups in baseball
Wednesday, agreeing to a $50
million, four-year contract with
free agent first baseman Richie
Sexson.

“This is first and foremost
where I want-
ed to be”
said Sexson,
who is from
Brush Prai-
rie, Wash. “In
the back of
my mind, and for my family, we
knew this is where I wanted to

Sexson, a career .271 hitter,
said he also considered offers
from Baltimore and the New
York Yankees.

He’s coming off a frustrating
injury-shortened season with
the Arizona Diamondbacks. He
hurt his left shoulder on a
check-swing and didn’t play
after May, batting .233 with
nine homers and 23 RBIs.

“That was the worst experi-
ence I've ever gone through as
an athlete,” Sexson said. “Pride
takes over, then guilt. It sure
helps to have family around you
to say it’s not your fault because
it sure feels like it is.”

He’s confident his shoulder is
ready after extensive physical
exams by Mariners doctors.
Word leaked this week at the
winter meetings that a deal was
close, but the agreement was de-
layed by three days of rigorous
tests.

Despite the injury, his proven
power made him an attractive
free agent. Sexson, who turns 30
on Dec. 29, hit 45 homers for
Milwaukee in 2001 and 2003.
He has 200 career homers and
posted four 100-RBI seasons.

Sexson is so excited about Se-
attle that he’s willing to move to
left field, if it helps the Mariners
win. In his first full season in the
majors, with Cleveland in 1999,

he made 40 starts in left and 53
at first base.

Seattle is still negotiating with
free agent first baseman Carlos
Delgado and third baseman
Adrian Beltre.

Yankees discuss Johnson

NEW YORK — The Yankees
and Arizona Diamondbacks
spoke Wednesday about Randy
Johnson for the second time in
three days, and New York
moved closer to finalizing con-
tracts with free-agent pitchers
Carl Pavano and Jaret Wright.

Yankees president Randy Le-
vine spoke with incoming Arizo-
na chief executive officer Jeff
Moorad a second time, a base-
ball official said on condition of
anonymity.

No new proposals were ex-
changed during the conversa-
tion, and the two planned to
speak again, the official said.

Also Wednesday, the Yankees
and agent Scott Shapiro agreed
that Pavano’s deal will include a
team option for a fifth season
and that the contract will guar-
antee the right-hander $39.95
million.

Bradley begins sentence

CUYAHOGA FALLS, Ohio —
Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder
Milton Bradley began serving a
three-day jail sentence on
Wednesday for driving away
while being issued a speeding
ticket more than a year ago.

Bradley’s appeals in the case
were exhausted last week when
the Ohio Supreme Court ruled
that the trial judge did not un-
fairly sentence him.

Bradley, 26, was a member of
the Cleveland Indians when he
was charged with driving 52
mph in a 25-mph zone when he
was arrested Aug. 30 last year in
northeast Ohio.

Police said Bradley was is-
sued a speeding ticket but
would not sign it, rolled up his
window and drove away.
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Wake looks
ordinary in
struggling

past Elon

The Associated Press

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. —
Wake Forest coach Skip Prosser
didn’t want to talk about his team.

Who could blame him?

Perhaps caught looking ahead
to No. 14 Texas, the sixth-ranked
Demon Deacons were downright
ordinary against overmatched
Elon on Wednesday night. And
whether starting forward Vytas
Danelius plays against the Long-
horns is anyone’s guess.

Prosser sent Danelius to the
locker room with 16 minutes left
in the 85-67 victory over the Phoe-
nix. Prosser wouldn’t discuss

what happened,
(/PP and Danelius

said he didn't
Top 25 - e
roundup “It was

Coach’s ~ deci-

sion,” he said. “I didn’t conduct
myself as a Wake Forest basket-
ball player.”

Chris Paul had 14 points and 11
assists and Kyle Visser added 13
points for the Deacons.

“Rather than talk about what
we didn’t do, Elon deserves cred-
it,” Prosser said. “I thought the
Elon kids played really, really
hard. T thought they took it to us
the whole game.”

Asked Danelius’ status against
the Longhorns on Saturday, Pross-
er said he didn’t know.

As if all that wasn’t bad enough
for Wake Forest, forwards Eric
Williams and Jamaal Levy left
the game with injuries, although
neither appeared to be serious.
Williams sprained his ankle and
said he expects to play against the
Longhorns.

Levy came down hard on his
left arm while committing a
charge to foul out.

“Idon’t feel bad,” Paul said. “A
win's a win.”

The Demon Deacons (8-1)
struggled to put away Temple on
Monday night and also played
sloppily against Elon, trailing
about 4 minutes into the second
half. Justin Gray made a
three-pointer, Trent Strickland
followed with two free throws
and the defensively challenged
Demon Deacons showed some
bite.

Elon (2-7) ended five of its next
six possessions with a turnover,
and the other featured a badly
missed three-pointer by Montell
Watson. Twice, Wake Forest's
press forced traveling violations
before the ball reached midcourt.

Still, Elon hung in, getting with-
in eight points on a layup by Chris
Chalko with about 8 minutes left.
The Deacons finally sealed it with
seven straight points, including a
basket by Visser off Paul’s 11th as-
sist.

Paul a sophomore, also had six
steal

Chalko had 16 points and Scot-
tie Rice added 15 for Elon, which
has lost seven of eight.

“There is no such thing as a
moral victory,” Elon coach Ernie
Nestor said. “The best thing you

Wake Forest’s Chris Paul (3)
drives past Elon’s Scottie Rice
(11) for a basket during the sec-
ond half of No. 6 Wake Forest's
85-67 victory Wednesday night.

do in a season cannot be a loss,
you must win games. But we're
not going away from tonight feel-
ing that this was a total wasted ef-
fort.”

Wake Forest continually pound-
ed the ball inside and outscored
Elon 48-22 in the paint, with Viss-
er leading the way. The 6-foot-11
center nearly matched his sea-
son- and career-high of 15 points
that he had earlier this season
against Yale, the only previous
time he scored in double figures.

“When he plays like he’s 6-11,
he’s a very positive asset for us,”
Prusser said.

lo. 3 Georgia Tech 72, James
Madlson 41 At Atlanta, Isma'’il
Muhammad scored 14 points and
Jarrett Jack added 13 to lead the
Yellow Jackets (7-0), who strug-
gled offensively but had another
strong defensive effort. Leading
scorer B.J. Elder, averaging 18.7
points, managed only four on
1-for-7 shooting in 25 minutes
and Will Bynum had 10 on 2-for-9
shooting in 28 minutes. Georgia
Tech entered the game allowing
51 points per game, fourth-best in
the country.

Ray Barbosa had 15 points for
the Dukes (2-4), who lost their
fourth straight.

No. 12 N.C. State 78,
La.-Lafayette 72: At Raleigh,
N.C,, Andrew Brackman scored
20 points and Julius Hodge 16 for
the Wolfpack (8-0), who have
their best record since going 9-0
in

anas Wade scored 37 points
and hit five three-pointers to lead
the Ragin’ Cajuns (3-5).

Wade hit two free throws and
then made a contested, dou-
ble-pump three-pointer to pull
Louisiana-Lafayett to 74-72 with
6.9 seconds to go. But Cameron
Bennerman made two free
throws to put the game away.

No. 14 Texas 85, Texas-Arling-
ton 70: At Austin, Texas, P.J.
Tucker had 17 points and 10 re-
bounds for the Longhorns (7-1),
who won for the 34th time in their
last 35 home games. Texas shot
56 percent in taking a 52-29 half-
time lead.

Jarrett Howell scored 24 points
for the Mavericks (4-3).
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Ole Miss picks an SC man

Orgeron, USC’s defensive line coach, takes hed job;
Solich said going to Ohio U; Wannstedt out at Pitt

The Associated Press

OXFORD, Miss. — Ed Org-
eron’s recruiting success at South-
ern California helped him land
the job as Mississippi’s football
coach.

“We are going to teach our
young men to compete,” Orgeron
said during a news conference on
Thursday. “We're going to com-
pete from the time we get up in
the morning until the time we go
to bed.”

The  Rebels hope the
43-year-old Louisiana native can
use his ties to the Deep South to
lure talented recruits to Oxford
and reinvigorate the Ole Miss pro-
gram with the tough, punishing
defense that became a Southern
Cal staple.

Orgeron was USC’s defensive
line coach, an assistant head
coach for two years and the clos-
est thing the school had to a defen-
sive coordinator; head coach Pete
Carroll is in charge of the Tro-
jans’ defense.

Orgeron also was USC’s recruit-
ing coordinator for four years.

“This is the beginning of the
Orgeron era at Ole Miss, and it's
going to be a successful one,”
chancellor Robert Khayat said.

Orgeron’s hiring capped the
Rebels’ two-week search for a re-
placement for David Cutcliffe,
who was fired Dec. 1 after his
first losing season at Ole Miss.

Orgeron’s candidacy surfaced
shortly after Cutcliffe’s firing.

Last week, he openly cam-
paigned for the job and called it a
perfect fit for his family.

Orgeron has been a coach on
three national championship
teams — two under Erickson at
Miami (1989 and 1991) and last
year at USC

3

Ed Orgeron comments during a

news conference Thursday. Org-
eron, a USC assistant, was hired
as foothall coach at Mis:

Top-ranked USC plays No. 2
Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl on
Jan. 4.

Cutcliffe was fired after a diffi-
cult season in which he struggled
to replace quarterback Eli Man-
ning and refused to make major
staff changes after going 4-7. Cut-
cliffe was 44-29 in six seasons at
Ole Miss, 25-23 in the SEC, and
just a season removed from going
10-3.

Source: Ohio U. hires Solich

ATHENS, Ohio — Former Ne-
braska coach Frank Solich has
been hired as football coach of
Ohio University, The Associated
Press learned Wednesday night.

Solich, who turned down the
coaching job at Army after last

season, said Wednesday night he
could not comment on the report.

Solich was fired by Nebraska
after the 2003 season despite a
58-19 record as the successor to
Tom Osborne, who retired in
1997 after winning three national
championships in his last four sea-
sons. Osborne, now a U.S. con-
gressman, was 49-2 in those final
four seasons, leaving Solich with
an almost impossible task of main-
taining that success.

Solich, an assistant under Os-
borne from 1979 to 1997, led the
Cornhuskers to the national cham-
pionship game in the 2002 Rose
Bowl, a 37-14 loss to Miami.

Nebraska was only 7-7 the next
year, the school’s first season
since 1961 without a winning
record. Solich was fired the next
season despite going 9-3. Assis-
tant Bo Pelini then coached the
Cornhuskers to a 17-3 victory
over M.\chlgan State in the Alamo
Bow]

Under Bill Callahan, Solich’s re-
placement, the Cornhuskers were
5-6 and failed to qualify for a
bowl for the first time in 35 years.

Wannstedt no longer
candidate for Pitt job

PITTSBURGH —  Former
Miami Dolphins and Chicago
Bears coach Dave Wannstedt de-
cided Thursday not to seek the
coaching job at Pitt, the school
where he played and once was an
assistant coach.

‘Wannstedt, who resigned as the
Dolphins’ coach Nov. 9 after
Miami lost eight of its first nine
games, was believed to be the
front-runner to succeed Walt Har-
ris at Pitt. But Wannstedt called
Pittsburgh athletic director Jeff
Long on Thursday morning and
pulled his name out of consider-
ation.

The Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Former
Illinois football players are ques-
tioning whether the school
searched hard enough for a
black or minority coach to re-
place Ron Turner before hiring
recently fired Florida coach Ron
Zook.

The 62 former players wrote a
letter to athletic director Ron
Guenther on Nov. 22, the day
Turner was fired, asking him to
“enact a search process that in-
cludes several African-Ameri-
can candidates and other coach-
es of color.” They attached a list
of candidates.

Copies of the letter were sent
to interim Chancellor Richard
Herman and members of the uni-
versity’s board of trustees.

“We wanted to make sure
there was a system in place for
fairness in opportunity for the
head coaching job at the Univer-
sity of Illinois,” Eric Rouse, a
starting wide receiver in the late

Ex-players question Zook hiring

1970s, told The (Champaign)
News-Gazette. “We didn’t want
the South Carolina situation
where Lou Holtz says, I retire.
Here’s Steve Spurrier, head
coach.’ That's not fair.”

The former players say they
aren’t upset that Guenther hired
Zook, but they aren’t happy
about the perception that Zook’s
hiring was a done deal before
the application deadline for can-
didates.

ZooK’s hiring was announced
less than 24 hours after that Dec.
6 deadline.

“That’s what got our ire up,”
Rouse said.

Former Illini running back
Howard Griffith said he believes
Guenther hired the person he
thought would be best for the
job. But Griffith said he also be-
Tieves the hiring process was not
as open as it should have been.

“We know the offer didn’t
come until one minute after 5, of-
ficially,” Griffith said. “But you

know a hand was shaken proba-
bly Tuesday or Wednesday.
That's what reasonable people
would think.

“We know he (Guenther) inter-
viewed Leslie (Frazier) and
Kirby Wilson at the end of the
process. We would be safe in as-
suming a handshake deal was
done before that. You would fig-
ure,” he told the newspaper.

Frazier is defensive coordina-
tor for the Cincinnati Bengals
and Wilson is running backs
coach for the Arizona Cardinals.

th are black.

Guenther was out of the office
Wednesday afternoon and did
not immediately return a call for
comment from The Associated
Press.

Herman, the interim chancel-
lor, approved Zook’s hiring, as
did the school’s equal employ-
ment opportunity committee.

ow who was in the final
five. There was clear representa-
tion of black coaches and we
wound up with the best person,”
Herman told the AP Wednesday.
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Michigan craves better result in Rose

BY LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — They posed for pic-
tures with Paris Hilton, rubbed elbows with
NBA stars and enjoyed Los Angeles’ nightlife.

Then, Michigan was dominated by South-
ern California at the 2004 Rose Bowl.

This time, the Wolverines insist they’ll have
a businesslike approach while preparing for
the Rose Bowl because they want to come
home with a win over Texas, not just
off-the-field stories.

“That’s the biggest issue and guys realize
that from last year,” Roy Manning said
Wednesday. “If you go out there, it's great
that you get there. But if you don’t win, it's al-
most like not even making it out there.”

The 13th-ranked Wolverines (9-2), the win-
ningest team in college football, will face No. 6

Texas (10-1), a storied program, for the first
time in Pasadena, Calif.

“It’s special,” Tim Massaquoi said. “It’s two
great programs with a lot of tradition playing
for the first time so there’s going to be a lot of
hype surrounding it.”

Michigan will play in a bowl for the 30th
straight season, the nation’s longest active
streak, and its ninth straight game on New
Year’s Day.

The Wolverines are led by a school-record
four AP All-Americans — receiver Braylon Ed-
wards, center David Baas and defensive backs
Marlin Jackson and Ernest Shazor.

AP All-America  linebacker — Derrick
Johnson leads Texas’ defense while running
back Cedric Benson and tackle Jonathan Scott
— both of whom made the AP’s second team
— are the stars on offense.

“They are very talented,” Michigan coach

Lloyd Carr said. “We are faced with the best
football team we've played this fall, and we've
got to play our best game.”

Harrison Jr., a contributing defen-
sive tackle, will not join his teammates next
week when they travel to California, and
Adam Stenavich, a starting offensive tackle,
might be left behind.

Harrison was suspended after he was ar-
rested and charged with indecent exposure
earlier this mont

Stenavich was arresled for disorderly con-
duct last month in Marshfield, Wis., his home-
town.

“Adam Stenavich has not practiced in the
last few practices because I suspended him
pending finding out exactly what happened
there,” Carr said. “I'm hoping that in the next
day or two I will have all the information, and
at that point I'll make a decision on w he&her or
not he accompanies the team to Los Angeles.”

AP Division I-AA
All-America Team

Tennessee out to renew bowl success

BY ELIZABETH A. DAVIS
The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennes-
see’s last two trips to bowl games
mmed into disappointing fail-

"The Volunteers hope a few
changes will help them finish this
season as winners.

Aloss to Auburn in the South-
eastern Conference champion-
ship sent No. 15 Tennessee (9-3)
to Dallas for the Cotton Bowl to
play No. 22 Texas A&M (7-4) on
New Year’s Day.

The Vols are appearing in their
16th straight bowl and 13th under
coach Phillip Fulmer, who is 6-6
in the postseason.

Tennessee lost 30-3 to Mary-
land in the 2002 Peach Bowl and
27-14 to Clemson in Atlanta last

ar.
Fulmer believes the problem
then was focus.
“Arguably, we're at least as
good as both of those teams and
maybe better, and we didn’t play

&k We're tired of
going to bowl
games and
losing. We still
have something
to prove. 7

Gerlad Riggs
Tennessee RB

as well as we would have liked to
have played,” he said Wednesday
at Tennessee’s bowl media day.

“Those two teams were excited
about playing Tennessee. I don’t
think we were so excited about
playing those two teams. I think
our team is really excited about

playing Texas A&M.”

In a small change from previ-
ous years, Fulmer has planned
two lengthy scrimmages during
bowl practice on campus before
the team has a holiday break and

reconvenes in Dallas on Christ-
mas Day.

The Vols will scrimmage for
about 60 plays Thursday and
about 40 plays Saturday when
Tennessee’s first team will face
the second-teamers simulating
the Aggies’ offense and defense.

“We have scrims ed some
but not to that number of plays,”
Fulmer said.

With exams finished and
school out for the holidays, the
players only have to worry about
football. Tailback Gerald Riggs
believes being more relaxed and
having fun helps the team stay fo-
cused.

“We want to win. We're tired of
going to bowl games and losing.
We “still have something to
prove,” Riggs said. “Tennessee
has been known as a team [that]
they’re pretty good but once they
step out of conference in a bowl
game, they kind of shoot them-
selves in the foot. We want to get
that tag off of us.”

Fulmer hopes the extra prac-
tice time will help shore up the
problems in the sec-

Login to www.stripes.com
or www.oconus.com
Week 15 Pick Deadline:

S. Central Time
Saturday, December 18
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each week will receive $100 toward
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ondary, which he says is the
team’s “Achilles’ heel.” Players
with nagging injuries will get a
chance to rest for the game.

Freshman Brent Schaeffer is
trying to work himself back into
the rotation at quarterback after
not playing since he broke his col-
larbone on Oct. 30. Junior Rick
Clausen, who started the last
three games, will start in the
bowl.

Erik Ainge, who separated his
shoulder in the Notre Dame game
on Nov. 6, will not be ready to
play.
This is Tennessee’s sixth trip to
the Cotton Bowl. The Vols are 2-.
and their last win was over Arkan-
sas on Jan. 1, 1990.

‘ennessee lost to Kansas State
35-21 in its last trip to Dallas to
cap the 2000 season.

The Vols will have their hands
full with the Aggies, another Big
12 team with an option quarter-
back, Reggie McNeal.

“We've got to match their inten-
sity. The Cotton Bowl is a great
traditional game for the old South-
west Conference and Big 12 peo-
ple,” Fulmer said. “They’re going
to be really excited about playing
in it and playing against Tennes-
see. We've got to be the same
way.”
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Orange

ion
ma (12-0)

saturday, Jan. 15
Gridiron Classic

At The
North vs. South
East:West Shrine classic
Atsan Fr
East vs. West
Saturday, Jan. 22
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Dickau finds a spot, Ieaqs

Hornets to first

The Associated Press

Dan Dickau can play in the
NBA, after all.

The point guard scored a ca-
reer-high 23 points — including a
four-point play on a 32-footer at
the third-quarter buzzer — to
help the New Orleans Hornets
win at home for the first time this
season, 98-89 over Golden State
on Wednesday night.

“I don’t look like your typical
NBA player, so I get a lot of peo-
ple that pull for me because of
that,” the 6-foot, 190-pound Dick-
au said. “I'm getting a chance to
play now, and I'm trying to make
the most of it. We start winning a
little bit more and it’s definitely
going to be a great experience.”

Playing for his fourth team in
three NBA seasons, the former
Gonzaga star has finally caught
on in New Orleans. He has
reached double figures in five of
seven games since the Hornets ac-
quired him from Dallas — and
he’s become a fan favorite.

“He's fearless. He still doesnl
know everything yet. He jus
plays off of instinct, but he’s been
a pleasure to play wnh Hornets
forward P. a

Dickau scored 12 points in a
20-5 run early in the fourth quar-
ter that gave New Orleans the
lead for good.

David Wesley added 18 points

)

Roundup

to help the Hornets snap an
11-game skid.

‘Troy Murphy had 25 points and
12 rebounds for Golden State.

“This was a dangerous game
against a team that hasn’t won for
a long time ... and we didn’t
show up,” Murphy said. “They’ve
got a lot of guys who are hungry,
who haven’t had a chance to play
alot in the NBA.”

Suns 108, Jazz 86: At Phoe-
nix, Joe Johnson had a sea-
son-high 30 points to help the
league-leading Suns improve to
19-3. It's the NBA’s best sea-
son-opening record since Dallas
— led by current Suns point
guard Steve Nash — was 21-3 two
years ago.

Spurs 94, Magic 91: At San
Antonio, Tim Duncan had 24
points and 14 rebounds for the
Spurs. Manu Ginobili added 17
points for the Spurs, who lost
Tony Parker to a groin injury. Or-
lando’s Steve Francis scored 20
points, but missed a tying
three-pointer in the final seconds.

Cavaliers 112, Trail Blazers 88:
LeBron James scored 25 points
and Ira Newble added a sea-

son-high 18 in Cleveland’s ninth
straight home victory.

James also had 11 rebounds
and seven assists and Jeff McInn-
is added 18 points.

Darius Miles led Portland with
21 points.

Nuggets 100, Celtics 99: At
Boston,  Carmelo  Anthony’s
scored 25 points — including a
jumper with 3.6 seconds left — to
lift the Nuggets to their seventh
victory in 10 games.

Paul Pierce had 31 points for
the Celtics. He had a chance to
win it, but his jumper at the buzz-
er bounced off the rim.

Camby added 16
points, 11 rebounds and five
blocks for the Nuggets.

Pistons 94, HKnicks 93:
Chauncey Billups hit two free
throws with 2.6 seconds left for
Detroit. Richard Hamilton scored
29 points for the visiting Pistons.

Stephon Marbury had 18 points
for New York, but fumbled a pass
in the final seconds before miss-
ing an underhanded 18- footer as
time expired.

Heat 98, Wizards 93: At Wash-
ington, Dwyane Wade had 29
points and nine assists to help
Miami win its sixth straight

a

me.
Shaquille O'Neal added 13
points and 12 rebounds for the
Heat, who swept the four-game
season series with Washington.

New Orleans Hornets' Dan Dickau (2) and Golden State Warriors'

Speedy Claxton (10) scramble for a loose ball late

Raptors 96, Timberwolves 90:
At Toronto, Chris Bosh had a sea-
son-high 24 points and 14 re-
bounds as the Raptors snapped a
seven-game skid.

Kevin Garnett, who had 23
points and 15 rebounds, was
knocked to the floor late in the
game by Matt Bonner. Garnett
and Latrell Sprewell went after
the rookie forward before being
held back.

the second half.

Bonner was ejected, and
Sprewell received a technical
foul for shoving him.

Bulls 96, Grizzlies 88: Eddy
Curry had 20 points to help Chica-
go win its second road game. Pau
Gasol had 24 points for Memphis.

Rockets 92, Hawks 69: Tracy
McGrady had 25 points, and Yao
Ming scored 23 to lead Houston
at home.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

New York 11 11 500
Boston 12
Philadelphia 149
New Jersey 1
Toronto 16
Southeast Division
Miami 707
Washington 128
riando 13 9 591
Charlotte 14
At 18
Central Division
Cleveland 18 63
roit 010 54 o
indiana 110 54 2%
jaukee 613 316 6%
Chicago 515 25 8
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‘Southwest Divi \sioE

- GB
san Antonio 18 5 .78 -
Dallas 159 m
Houston 10 12 v
Memphis i5 9%
New Orleans 19 095 15
Northwest Division
attle 18 4 818 —
Minnesota 1408 636 4
enver 139 51
Portland 1011 476 7%
jtah 10 13 435 8%
Pacific Division
Ph 1903 864 —
sacramento 15674 3
LA Lakers 129 51 6k
LA Cippers 10 54 7%
Goiden State, 8 12
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Raptors 96, Timberwolves 90
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Jones sues BALCO's
Conte for comments

BY DAVID KRAVETS
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Olympic
track star Marion Jones has filed
a defamation lawsuit against Vic-
tor Conte and challenged the
BALCO head to take a lie detec-
tor test regarding his accusations
that she used performance-en-
hancing drugs.

Jones is seeking $25 million in
the suit filed Wednesday in U.S.
District Court in San Francisco,
alleging Conte tarnished her repu-
tation when he made the state-
ment bmadca%t Dec. 3 on ABC’s
20/20.

Conte and three others connect-
ed to the Bay Area Laboratory
Co-Operative were indicted in
February by a federal grand jury
for a variety of alleged offenses,
mcludmg illegally distributing ste-

The suit said Jones passed a lie
detector test and includes a state-
ment from her doctor saying she
never used steroids. Jones won
three gold medals and two bronz-
es during the 2000 Olympics.

Conte’s statements, the suit
said, “are false and malicious.”

In an e-mail to The Associated
Press, Conte said the lawsuit was
“nothing more than a PR stunt by
a desperate woman, who has regu-
larly used drugs throughout her
career. I look forward with all con-
fidence to the court proceedings
as I stand by everything I said on
the "20/20’ special.”

Jones’ lawyer offered Thurs-

day to pay for Conte to take a
lie-detector test and wants three
questions asked of

B Did he observe Jones inject-
ing herself with performance en-
hancing drugs on April 21, 2001,
as he stated on national televi-
sion?

B Has he ever leaked any
grand jury testimony or other evi-
dence related to the BALCO in-
vestigation?

W Has he ever observed Mari-
on Jones illegally taking any per-
formance-enhancing drugs?

Conte, BALCO vice president
James Valente, track coach Remi
Korchemny and Greg Anderson,
the personal trainer for baseball
slugger Barry Bonds, face federal
indictment on a range of accusa-
tions. The federal charges
clude distributing steroids, pos-
session of human growth hor-
mone, money laundering and mis-
branding drugs with intent to de-
fraud. All have pleaded innocent.

Conte told ABC: “I think she
made her decision, and she’s
going to have to be accountable to
the consequences of her decision.
If she said she didn’t use drugs,
then she lied.”

Jones’ lawsuit says she has
passed 160 drug tests, including
five during the 2000 Olympics,
and “has never taken banned per-
formance-enhancing drugs.”

It claims that Conte’s motive to
concede  steroid distribution
ahead of his criminal prosecution
“appears motivated by a desire to
curry favor with prosecutors, gar-
ner sensationalized media atten-

Marion Jones

tion, bolster Conte’s own financial
and other self interests and harm

an individual against whom
Conte has a long-standing
grudge.”

The five lawyers representing
Jones in the lawsuit wrote that
Conte “seeks to take full credit
for all of her past successes, false-
ly asserting that Jones’ five Olym-
pic medals in 2000 were the prod-
uct of his illegal drug regimen in-
stead of Jones’ true talent.”

Jones failed to win any medals
last summer in the Athens Olym-
pics. She has been under investi-
gation for months by the U.S.
Anti-Doping Agency, which has
said it will take Conte’s allega-
tions into account.

The founder of Burlin-
game-based BALCO, Conte said
he worked with Jones from Au-
gust 2000 to September 2001. He
said he designed a doping regi-
men for her that included the pre-
viously ~undetectable steroid
THG, the endurance-enhancing
hormone EPO, human growth
hormone and insulin.

Bryant says he wants to meet
with O’Neal to tender apology

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Los Ange-
les Lakers star Kobe Bryant
wants to apologize to former
teammate Shaquille O’Neal for
mentioning his name during a po-
lice interview last year.

Bryant appeared on ESPN’s
“Pardon The Interruption” and
“NBA Shootaround” on Wednes-
day and said he didn’t mean to
bring up O’Neal’s name when he
was being interrogated by police
officers.

The interview came after a
woman accused Bryant of rap-
ing her.

“I would apologize for any
harm that I brought him and his
family,” Bryant said of O'Neal.

The Miami Heat will play the
Lakers on Christmas Day, the
first meeting of the teams since
O’Neal was traded to Miami. Bry-
ant said he wants to speak to
O'Neal then.

Bryant was accused of sexual-
ly assaulting the woman at a Col-
orado resort where she worked
in June 2003. The Lakers star
maintained they had consensual

Prosecutors dropped a sexual
assault charge against Bryant on
Sept. 1 after the woman said she
no longer wanted to participate
in the criminal case. She had
filed a civil suit against Bryant
about three weeks earlier.

During Bryant’s interview
with investigators, he said that
he had heard O’Neal had paid up
to $1 million to various women
in exchange for them keeping
quiet about situations like his
own.

O'Neal dlsmlssed those allega-
tions as “ridiculou

There have been no published
reports of O'Neal ever being ac-
cused of sex crimes.

The former Lakers center was
informed of Bryant’s allegation
last September, and the relation-
ship between the two was
strained throughout the 2003-04
season. After the season, O’'Neal
demanded to be traded.

“I never intended in any way
to mix him into my troubles and
difficulties that were going on at
the time,” Bryant said Wednes-
day. “Things kind of got blown

out of proportion and people real-
ly ran with that stuff. I just apolo-
gize to him for that.”

Bryant said he has passed the
word to O’Neal through a mutual
friend that he would like to dis-
cuss the matter.

“December 25 sounds like a
good day to me to kind of talk to
him and tell him I never meant
in any kind of way to bring any
of his personal business out,”
Bryant said.

Bryant also answered ques-
tions Wednesday about the re-
cent spat with another former
teammate, Karl Malone. Bryant
has accused Malone, who is re-
covering from knee surgery, of
making a pass at his wife during
a game last month.

Malone’s agent said last week
that his client didn’t plan to re-
turn to the Lakers because of
comments Bryant made in a
radio interview questioning Mal-
one’s intent in rejoining the
team.

“To me, it's water under the
bridge,” Bryant said Wednes-
day. “I just kind of want to move
on from it. We just go our sepa-
rate ways.”
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Miller 13th in training
for Val Gardena event

The Associated Press

VAL GARDENA, Italy —
France’s Antoine Deneriaz solidi-
fied his position as the man to
beat in Saturday’s Val Gardena
downhill with another strong per-
formance in training Thursday.

Deneriaz, winner of this World
Cup classic the past two years, fin-
ished second behind Norbert
Holzknecht.

Holzknecht, a relatively unac-
complished member of Austria’s
“Wunderteam,” has only regis-
tered one top-10 finish in his ca-
reer, ninth here last year in his
first World Cup season.

Deneriaz was 0.23 seconds be-
hind Holzknecht, with Austria’s
Werner Franz third, 0.30 seconds
back. Franz won last weekend’s
downhill in Val d’Isere, France.

Overall World Cup leader Bode
Miller posted the 13th fastest
time, although the American
braked sharply before crossing
the line to get an earlier starting
spot. Skiers sometimes think that
an earlier or later starting posi-
tion will provide better course
conditions, depending on weather
forecasts and other factors.

Miller won the season’s first
two downbhills and leads the disci-
pline standings.

With six wins in 10 races over-
all this season, Miller is dominat-
ing the entire World Cup circuit,
leading Austrian rival Hermann
Maier by 391 points in the overall
standings.

Two face manslaughter
charges in skier’s death

ANNECY, France — The
French coach and the starter
present when French ski racer
Regine Cavagnoud was killed in a
training accident will both be
charged with manslaughter, judi-
cial officials said Thursday.

Coach Xavier Fournier and
starter David Fine are to appear
before a court in this alpine town
before the summer.

Cavagnoud, the super-G gold
medalist in the 2001 world cham-
pionships, collided with German
coach Markus Anwander on the
Pitzkal glacier in Austria in Octo-
ber 2001 while training with the
German team.

Fine allegedly cleared Cavag-
noud to start without being sure
that his German counterpart, Tje-
simir Peranic, had warned An-
wander that Cavagnoud was be-
ginning her descent. Peranic will
not be charged.

Cavagnoud, who also allegedly
wasn’t warned of Anwander’s
start, crashed into him at 50 mph.
She died two days later.

Fournier and Fine are also set
to appear, along with the French
Ski Federation, before a court in
Innsbruck, Austria, for involun-
tary injuries to Anwander, accord-
ing to Dominique Delafon, lawyer
for the two. The date for that trial
has not been set.

Australia calls it ‘football’
MELBOURNE, Australia —

They’ll be playing “football,” not
“soccer,” in Australia from now

on.

The Australian Soccer Associa-
tion is changing its name to Foot-
ball Federation Australia, a sym-

Sports briefs

bolic move that chairman Frank
Lowy said Thursday is meant to
bring the country into line with
the majority of the world.

The United States, Canada and
New Zealand are among the few
countries that call the sport “soc-
cer.”

Lowy said the wording change
is a significant step in improving
the sport’s profile ahead of the
start of next year’s new national
competition, the A League, and
World Cup qualifying.

One casualty might be the tradi-
tional nickname of the national
team: the Socceroos.

U.S. woman fastest in downhill

VAL D'ISERE, France
North American women excelled
in a World Cup downhill training
session Thursday, posting the
day’s fastest three times. Bryna
McCarty of the United States
clocked the quickest time in 1
minute, 43.18 seconds, followed
by Canadian Emily Brydon in
1:43.39 and Lindsey Kildow of the
U.S. in 1:43.46.

Kildow won a downhill and was
third in a super-G in Lake Louise,
Alberta earlier this season.

McCarty’s teammates, Caro-
line Lalive and Kirsten Clark,
joined her in the top 10. Lalive
was 0.56 back while Clark trailed
by 0.87.

Czech Republic wins
ROSNO Cup hockey opener

MOSCOW — Tomas Vlasak
scored the game-winner in a pen-
alty shootout Thursday to give the
Czech Republic a 4-3 victory over
Sweden in the opening match of
the ROSNO Cup hockey tourna-
ment.

Sweden’s Cristian Berlung tied
it 3-3 with 12:45 left in the third

eriod.
‘The ROSNO Cup is a successor
of a once famous Izvestia Cup.

Janitor charged with stealing
medals from swimming hall

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. —
A janitor has been charged with
stealing more than 100 Olympic
medals and other memorabilia
from the International Swimming
Hall of Fame, including Holly-
wood star Johnny Weissmuller’s
1924 medals and an ancient
Greek medal.

Paul Nichols Christow, 48, was
charged with two counts of deal-
ing in stolen property and two
counts of grand theft over
$100,000 after he allegedly
swiped medals valued at nearly
$500,000, police said Wednesday.

The scheme was discovered
after the medals were sold to a col-
lector over the Internet. The col-
lector contacted the Hall of Fame
after acquiring the medals won
by Weissmuller, who played Tar-
zan in the movies during the
1930s and 1940s.

Police traced the theft to Chris-
tow, set up a sting, and caught
him on tape trying to sell more
Olympic goods. He was arrested
last week.

Investigators have recovered
about half of what was stolen.
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= Dickau has career-best
night to lead Hornets
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Nationals’ deal nearing collapse

MLB shuts down business operations over financing plan

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Baseball's response
to Washington’s lawmakers was strong,
swift and ominous. Or, as Mayor Anthony
A. Williams put it: “The dream of 33 years
is now once again close to dying.”

On Wednesday, Major League Baseball
shut down business and promotional opera-
tions indefinitely for the team that has
been relocating from Montreal. Baseball
essentially gave the city 15 days to change
its mind about a new financing plan, or
else the search could begin anew for a per-
manent home for the troubled franchise.

At issue is a measure passed late Tues-
day by the District of Columbia Council,
‘which voted to approve the Expos’ move to
‘Washington if private financing is used for
at least half the cost of building a stadium.
Baseball has been adamant that a stadium
be funded with 100 percent government
money up front, as stipulated in a Septem-
ber agreement negotiated with Williams.

“The legislation is inconsistent with our
carefully negotiated agreement and is
wholly unacceptable to Major League Base-
ball,” said Bob DuPuy, baseball’s chief op-
erating officer.

Season-ticket sales were
immediately  halted,
and the 16,000 fans
who have made $300
deposits can ask for a
refund. The stadium
store, which had sold
more than $100,000
in caps and other mer-
chandise over 3%z
weeks, was shut indefinitely at
the close of business Wednesday.
‘The unveiling of uniforms with the
team’s new name, the Washington Nation-
als, was postponed. A hiring freeze was im-
plemented.

Only the baseball side of the operation
will continue to function as usual, although
the sudden drop in revenue will hamper
general manager Jim Bowden’s ability to

HNAsnincTON

sign players.

“Don’t expect us to spend a lot of money
at this point,” team president Tony Tavar-
es said. “We will continue to try to the
make the team competitive, but I don’t ex-

pect to us to be a big
buyer.”

Washington ~ has
until Dec. 31 to work
out an arrangement
acceptable to  base-
ball. That's when the
agreement with the
city expires, allowing
baseball to reopen the
process of selecting a permanent
host city. The Council could recon-
sider its vote in light of baseball’s
reaction, debating again the issue of how
much tax money should not be used to
fund a sports facility in a city in dire need
of better schools and other public services.

Whatever the possible compromises, the
days are running short.

“Well use them all, every minute of

every hour of every day, and all of us move
to the middle,” Williams’ spokesman Chris
Bender said. “It’s ninth inning, second out,
we have to make it happen.”

DuPuy did not address where the team
would play its 2005 home schedule if the
deal with Washington falls through. It re-
mains unclear whether baseball would
move the franchise to Washington’s RFK
Stadium on a temporary basis, remain at
Montreal’s Olympic Stadium or go to anoth-
er city.

The developments were stunning to fans
who have been waiting for baseball since
the Washington Senators move to Texas fol-
lowing the 1971 season.

“It’s like you're in a 100-yard dash, and
you're one yard away from the finish line,”
said Charlie Brotman, longtime Senators
public address announcer and a prominent
advocate for baseball's return. “You're
beating everybody, and all of a sudden
you've got a cramp, and you lose. It’s rain-
ing on our parade.”

SEE NATS ON PAGE 27

Martinez as sharp with words as pitches

New York Mets’ pitcher Pedro Martinez, center, General Manager Omar Minaya, left, and Manager Willie Randolph celebrate at a news confer-
ence to introduce Martinez at Shea Stadium on Thursday. Martinez also had some parting shots for the Red Sox. See story on Page 27.

Jones sues BALCO
founder Conte
for defamation

Page 31

Kitna back

Orgeron hired as Mississippi foothal coach e

in charge of
Bengals’ offense
Page 25



